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Dear 
Singapore 
Chess:

E D I T O R ’ S  L E T T E R

It’s been a strange two years for all of us, and 

for the game of chess. Events and tourna-

ments over the board ground to a halt for quite 

a while – if and when they happened, they were 

small, tightly regulated affairs. Clubs have had to 

close their doors on and off, and most of us have 

been left to amuse ourselves with blitzing online. 

In spite of this, though, interest in the game has 

been unabating. The proliferation of virtual events, 

the birth of a whole generation of chess streamers, 

and the success of a series named after a certain 

d-pawn opening, among players and non-players 

alike, suggests to me that we are just as absorbed 

with chess as we’ve ever been.
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So the launch of the Singapore Chess 

Magazine is a timely effort to chroni-

cle and celebrate the game as it grows. 

This quarterly magazine endeavours to 

document the happenings of the chess 

scene in Singapore, and the efforts and 

achievements of our players in both lo-

cal and international events; as well as to 

keep readers abreast of the latest devel-

opments in major and elite tournaments 

worldwide. Naturally, our publication 

has a largely educational mission, and 

the core of it comprises insightful anal-

ysis and instructive columns put togeth-

er by our brightest players. But my hope 

for this magazine is also to find and tell 

stories from the incredibly diverse local 

chess community we have. To this end, 

we’ll gladly welcome contributions from 

readers and players – it’s really no mat-

ter if you are a veteran, or simply a chess 

enthusiast.

The most exciting games from the Na-

tional Schools Team Championships 2021, 

held late last year, are spotlighted in this 

issue; as are noteworthy games and po-

sitions from a range of local and regional 

events, in which Singapore was repre-

sented by some outstanding young tal-

ents. The gifted FM Siddharth Jagadeesh 

is our featured guest writer, and shares 

here his experience of a recent chess trip 

to Europe, during which he attained his 

second IM norm. Alireza Firouzja’s phe-

nomenal ascent past the 2800 rating 

mark is also documented within, and his 

best games from the FIDE Grand Swiss 

and European Team Chess Championship 

2021 have been annotated in depth for us 

by GM Kevin Goh. 

It is my privilege to be working with 

a team of esteemed chess authors and 

players to make this publication a reali-

ty. I hope that the magazine might play 

a humble part in increasing interest and 

raising the profile of chess in Singapore 

– even if that simply means sparking 

conversations about the game between 

people who enjoy it as much as I do.

S A R A - A N N  A N G

“...my hope for this 
magazine is also to find 
and tell stories from the 
incredibly diverse local 
chess community we 
have.”

Photo credit: Lim Bernard Carleton
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FIDE Online 
Olympiad 2021
C M  J U N I O R  T A Y

It was the biggest online team event of the 

year. Players from over 150 different countries 

convened virtually for the second edition of the 

FIDE Online Olympiad, one of the many initiatives 

borne of the present pandemic.
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The online Olympiad is a little different 

from the usual over-the-board Olympi-

ad. For one, its teams of six must each 

feature a mix of men, women, and junior 

boards. The entire Olympiad also follows 

a tiered league format, rather than the 

usual Swiss system. Teams are ranked 

based on their performance in the previ-

ous Olympiad, and then sorted into four 

divisions. The teams in each division 

face off against each other, and the best 

performers progress to the next division 

to meet even stronger opponents. This 

made for some exciting, close matches 

from the get-go.

S O  C L O S E  Y E T  S O  F A R …  M I S S E D 
C H A N C E S  F O R  T E A M  S I N G A P O R E

Team Singapore was seeded straight 

into Division 2, thanks to our result in 

the 2020 edition of the same event – we 

topped Division 3 and earned our way 

into Division 2, where we finished 7th 

last year.

Here were our representatives for the 

2021 Olympiad:
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It was clear all along that it would 

take some doing for Singapore to qual-

ify for Division 1. We were seeded 5th 

out of 10 teams and matched up against 

some very credible opponents, includ-

ing a star-studded Shenzhen team with 

not one but three Grandmasters! And 

so, a week ahead of the event, the team 

knuckled down for training matches 

in preparation for the tournament. We 

would like to thank GMs Andrey Kvon 

and Munkhgal Gombosuren, IMs Irene 

Sukandar and Chan Peng Kong, FMs Sid-

dharth Jagadeesh, Jarred Neubronner 

and Timothy Chan, CM Benjamin Foo, 

Ethan Poh, Siew Kai Xin, and Teo Hong 

Ming for taking time out to spar with the 

Olympiad squad.

D A Y  1

We started off strong with a 4-2 win 

over Kyrgyzstan, but succumbed to 

Shenzhen 4.5-1.5 in the next round. We 

were pipped at the finish by Bangladesh 

in a nail-biting 3.5-2.5 loss, in which 

we had – but missed – a few chances to 

gain the upper hand. The highlight for 

us was Qianyun’s unrelenting use of the 

initiative to outplay China’s GM Zhao 

Xue, who is a two-time individual gold 

medallist at the Women’s Chess Olympi-

ad, and a former Women’s World Cham-

pionship semi-finalist.

Z H A O  X U E
G O N G  Q I A N Y U N
C h e s s . c o m  2 0 2 1
B 3 5  S i c i l i a n  D e f e n s e :  A c c e l e r a t e d 
D r a g o n ,  M o d e r n  B c 4  V a r i a t i o n

1.e4
This move came as a surprise to 

Qianyun - she had anticipated 1.d4, so 

she was out of her prep on move 1!

1...c5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 g6 
5.Nc3 Bg7 6.Be3 Nf6 7.Bc4 0-0 8.Bb3 
Re8!?

An interesting nuance that has been 

played many times by the flamboy-

ant Russian Grandmaster Daniil Dubov.  

Transposing to the main line of the 

Dragon Variation with 8...d6 is the main 

move.

9.0-0 d6 10.h3!
The standard move 10.f3 can be met by 

10...Na5!

10...Bd7
This is slightly imprecise. 10...Na5 

11.f4 b6 appears to be the main theoreti-

cal battleground of this variation.

11. Qd2
11.f4! would have left White with a 

small plus.

11...Rc8 12.Rad1 Na5! 13.Bh6 Nc4
13...Rxc3!? 14.bxc3 Nxe4 would have 

been an interesting exchange sacrifice.

14.Bxc4 Rxc4 15.Bxg7 Kxg7 16.Rfe1 
a6 17.Nd5 
  ♜  
♟♝♟♟ 
♟  ♟ 
 ♘   
 ♜♙  
   ♙ 
♙♙ ♙ 
 ♖   

Both sides have achieved their re-

spective goals - White, to centralise and 

cement a knight on d5 (typical in the 

Classical Dragon lines with Bc4-b3 or 

Be2-f1); and Black, to deprive White of 
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the bishop pair after ...Na5 or ...Ne5-c4. 

Here, Qianyun played a counterintuitive 

move to seize the advantage.

17...e5!?
Our SEA Games gold medallist broke 

convention by saddling herself with a 

backward d-pawn. “Must know when to 

break the principles lah”, she says!

18.Nxf6 Qxf6 19.Nb3 Bc6 
  ♜  
♟ ♟♟ 
♟♝ ♟ 
     
 ♜♙  
♘  ♙ 
♙♙ ♙ 
 ♖   

In return for the weak d-pawn, Qianyun 

managed to get play in the centre. She 

was continually pressing White over the 

next dozen moves - and the initiaitve is 

very dangerous, especially in rapid play.

20.f3 Re6 21.a3 Ba4 22.Qd3 Bb5 
23.Qd2 Ba4 24.Qd3 Bb5 25.Nd2 Rc7 
26.c4 Bd7 
     
♟♝♟♟ 
♟ ♜♟ 
     
 ♙♙  
 ♕♙♙ 
   ♙ 
 ♖   


27.Rc1
With time ticking down, it was a bit too 

much to ask for the backstroke 27.Nb1!, 

rerouting the knight to the excellent c3 

square and quashing Black’s initiative.

27...Qh4
There was no rest for White as Qianyun 

continued harassing her on the kingside.

28.Qe3 Rf6
 
     
♟♝♟♟ 
♟  ♟ 
     
 ♙♙  
  ♙♙ 
   ♙ 
     

The engine doesn’t like this, preferring 

the rook retreat to e8 with equality - but 

in playing praxis, it can be difficult to 

deal with the marauding rook, especially 

when there’s little time left on the clock.

29.Qf2
29.Nf1± - another knight retreat was 

necessary to consolidate.

29...Qg5 30.Kh1 b5
Now setting the whole board on fire.

31.cxb5 Rxc1 32.Rxc1 Bxb5 33.Rc7 Qf4 
34.b3 Bd3 35.g3 Qh6 36.Kg2

And just as White was close to consol-

idating, Qianyun dealt with the problem 

of the weak backward d-pawn with a 

stunning riposte.
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36...d5! 37.exd5 e4!  
     
  ♟♟ 
♟  ♟ 
 ♙   
  ♟  
♙♝♙♙ 
   ♔ 
     

An unpleasant position for the Chinese 

GM. Black is in full fury, with all her 

pieces operating optimally.

38.f4
Black must now prevent Qd4.

38...Qh5 39.Rc5 Qd1 40.b4 h5 41.Rc6 
Rf5

41...Rxc6 42.dxc6 Qc2= Objectively, a 

rook trade would have led to equality, 

but who wants a draw here?

42.d6?
After being on the defensive for most 

of the middlegame, White finally erred 

in trying to activate her d-pawn, as this 

allowed Qianyun’s rook to get into the 

fray.

42...Rd5!-+ 
     
  ♟  
♟♖ ♟ 
 ♜ ♟ 
  ♟  
 ♝ ♙ 
   ♔ 
 ♛   

There is no good way to ward off the 

Black attack down the d-file now.

43.a4 Qxa4 44.Rb6 Qc2 45.d7 Rxd7 
46.Kg1 Bb5 47.Nf1 Qc1 48.Kg2 Bxf1+ 
0-1

A brave win over a very tough oppo-

nent.

D A Y  2

We went down against the Philippines 

4-2, and things seemed to be spiralling 

when we lost 3.5-2.5 to Australia in a 

match that we should have drawn, if not 

won. Despite ending the day with a con-

vincing 5.5-0.5 win over Lebanon, we 

knew we needed a massive score on Day 

3 to at least maintain our pride. On the 

upside – CM Jayden Wong created a stir 

when he upset Filipino IM Michael Con-

cio Jr., the Asian Zonal 3.3 runner-up in 

2021.

M I C H A E L  C O N C I O  J R .
J A Y D E N  W O N G  Z H E N Y O N G
C h e s s . c o m  2 0 2 1
A 3 6  E n g l i s h  O p e n i n g :  S y m m e t r i c a l 
V a r i a t i o n ,  B o t v i n n i k  S y s t e m

1.g3 c5 2.Bg2 Nc6 3.c4 g6 4.Nc3 Bg7 
5.e4

Entering the Botvinnik system, one of 

the most solid lines in the English. It is 

defined by the White pawns on c4, d3, 

and e4 - a light square strategy.

5...Nf6 6.Nge2 0-0 7.0-0 Ne8!
This is the standard way to take ad-

vantage of the hole on d4 - Black pre-

pares to manoeuvre his knight to e6 via 

c7. In some lines, he might also choose 

to leave the knight on c7 to prepare ...b5. 

I like this move order, forgoing ...d6 to 

speed up the knight sally so that Black 

can cover the key b5 and d4 squares be-

fore White can effect a quick d3-d4 push 
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to get the Maróczy Bind structure.

8.a3
Since White did not play for a d3-d4 

break, Black can pause to play ...d6 on 

his next move. 8.d3 Nc7 9.Be3 (9.f4 Ne6 

10.f5 Ned4 11.Nxd4 Bxd4+ 12.Kh1 Kh8 

looks fine for Black.) 9...Ne6 10.Qd2 

Ned4 as played in Aronian, L - Huzman, 

A, Caleta 2018 is not too bad for Black.

8...d6 9.d3 Nc7 10.Rb1 a5 11.Be3 Ne6   
♜♝ ♚ 
♟ ♟♟ 
 ♞♞♟ 
     
 ♙♙  
 ♙   
  ♘♗ 
♖♕♖  

The knight arrives just in time to stop 

d3-d4.

12.Nb5 Ned4
12...Ncd4!?=

13.Nexd4 Nxd4 14.Nxd4 cxd4 15.Bd2 
a4! 

Inviting White to make structural con-

cessions if he wants to play b2-b4.

16.b4 axb3 17.Qxb3 Bd7 18.Rfc1 Bc6  
Rock solid for Black.

19.c5
White tries for more but Black is happy 

to get rid of his doubled pawns.

19...Ra6 20.Bb4 dxc5 21.Rxc5 Qd7 
22.Rbc1 

Stockfish suggests the highly commit-

tal 22.e5!?, but a human would be un-

likely to compromise his pawns here.

22...e5!
Now White needs to takes excessive 

risks if he intends to make something 

out of this position.

23.f4?!
Concio overestimated his chances here. 

The massive trade starting with 23.Rxc6 

Rxc6 24.Rxc6 Qxc6 25.Bxf8 Kxf8 26.Bf3 

results in an equal position.

23...exf4!− 24.gxf4 
   ♚ 
♟♛♟♟ 
♜♝ ♟ 
     
  ♙  
♕♙   
   ♗ 
     


24...Rfa8!
Now it probably dawned on White that 

Black has the upper hand, as a rook in-

vasion along the a-file is imminent.

25.f5
White went for broke, but Jayden had a 

stinging retort!

25...Bf8! 26.Re5?
The rook is out on a limb as Jayden 

carried out a petit combination.

26...Rxa3!! 
Nicely calculated as the rook on e5 

cannot survive in the follow-up.
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27.Bxa3 Rxa3 28.Qb6 Bd6 29.Qxd4 
Bxe5 30.Qxe5 Rxd3 
   ♚ 
♟♛♟♟ 
 ♝ ♟ 
  ♙  
  ♙  
 ♜   
   ♗ 
     

A pawn to the good with the better 

structure, Jayden now has to carefully 

reel in the point.

31.Rf1 Qd4+ 32.Qxd4 Rxd4 33.Kf2 
Bxe4 34.Re1 gxf5 35.Bf1 Kg7 36.Ke3 
Rb4 37.Rd1 Kf6 38.Rd8 Rb3+ 39.Kd4 
Rb2 40.Kc3 Rc2+ 41.Kb3 Rxh2 42.Bc4 
f4 43.Rd7 Bg6 44.Rxb7 f3 45.Kc3 Rc2+ 
46.Kd4 Rxc4+! 0-1

D A Y  3

A no-nonsense 5-1 win over Chinese 

Taipei was followed by a hard-fought 

3-3 draw against top seeds of the group, 

Indonesia. In particular, IMs Tin Jing-

yao and Hsu Li Yang had to dig deep into 

their defensive trenches to outlast GM 

Novendra Priasmoro and IM Mohamad 

Ervan respectively. We concluded pro-

ceedings with a 4.5-1.5 win over Ireland 

to rank 6th in the division, one position 

up from the previous year.

T I N  J I N G Y A O
N O V E N D R A  P R I A S M O R O
C h e s s . c o m  2 0 2 1 
     
   ♟ 
  ♝♟ 
     
  ♙  
  ♙♙ 
 ♔♗♙ 
     


51.Kxd2
Jingyao had been defending resolutely 

for the past 30 moves, after a specula-

tive but dangerous piece for two pawns 

sacrifice by his opponent placed him un-

der tremendous pressure. Here, it was a 

question of whether Black could mobil-

ise his queenside passers with the help 

of the king, or if Jingyao could blockade 

those monsters.

51...c4??
The wrong time to advance - this al-

lowed Jingyao to stymie the passers. In-

stead, 51...Kb6!!-+ was necessary, and 

after 52.Nc2 Ka5 53.h4 c4, White is un-

able to stop the charge of the passers ad-

equately.

52.Nc2!+− c3+ 53.Kd3 b3 54.Na3
The pawns were indeed, as Nimzow-

itsch puts it, ‘criminals which are “kept 

under lock and key”’ after Jingyao’s 

pieces did their dance around them.

54...c2 55.Kd2 Kc6 56.Bc4! Bxc4 
57.Nxc4 Kc5 58.Nxe5 Kb4 59.Nd3+ 
Ka3 60.Kc1 1-0
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M O H A M A D  E R V A N
H S U  L I  Y A N G
C h e s s . c o m  2 0 2 1 
  ♚  
 ♛♟  
  ♟♟ 
♟♟ ♟ 
 ♜   
♖♘   
  ♕  
♖    


25...0-0
The stage was set for an exciting finish. 

Could White manage a kingside break-

through with the clock ticking down for 

both sides?

26.g4! hxg4 27.Qxg4 Kg7 28.h5 Rh8
Li Yang’s defensive armour was at 

breaking point here but as many of his 

opponents have experienced, it takes ex-

treme accuracy to put him away. If they 

fail to find the most precise finish, the 

backlash can be hard to meet.

29.hxg6?! 
     
 ♛♟  
  ♟♙ 
♟♟   
 ♜ ♕ 
♖♘   
     
♖    

29.Nf4!+− is called for, and Black can-

not hold out.

• 29...Rg8 30.hxg6 fxg6 31.Bd2 

with the idea of Rh3 is just curtains for 

Black.

• 29...Qe8 30.Kg2 Rh6 (30...g5 

31.Nh3+−) 31.Nxe6+ Nxe6 32.Bxh6+ 

Kxh6 33.hxg6+−

29...Rh4?!
A huge gamble, but a move that de-

mands extreme precision from his op-

ponent. 29...fxg6 is more accurate but 

Black has no winning chances here after 

30.Nf4.

30.Qg3! fxg6 31.Nf4?
White had to play the inhuman and 

very counterintuitive 31.a4!!+- to win. 

31...bxa4 32.Rb8 is the idea, following up 

with 32...a3 33.Nf4 Rh6 34.Nxg6 Rxg6 

35.Rg8+! the reason for the back rank 

invasion.

31...Qe8! 32.Kg2 Qf7
Stunned by Black’s defence, the young 

IM gambled on:

33.Rxb5? Nxb5-+ 34.Rxb5 Qf5!
Suddenly, it was Black who was on the 

prowl and there was no adequate count-

er.

35.Kf3 Qe4+ 36.Ke2 Rc2+ 0-1

T H E  P O S T - E V E N T  P L O T  T W I S T

Indonesia, the Philippines, and Shen-

zhen took their places on the podium, 

and were slated to move ahead into Divi-

sion 1. But internet chess is occasionally 

marred by incidents of computer-assist-

ed cheating, and it turns out that this 

event was no exception. Following the 

usual fair play checks, the Philippines 

was disqualified, and Australia given the 

third qualifying spot. It was then that 

we realised just how costly our loss to 

Australia on Day 2 was – if we had held 
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a draw, Singapore would have been the 

ones progressing to the next stage of the 

event.

Although Team Singapore narrowly 

failed to get promoted, we have much to 

be proud of. Our junior girls truly showed 

their mettle, with Fang Kun and Eunice 

Hng scoring a perfect 2/2 and 3/3 respec-

tively. The very reliable ‘Tahan King’ IM 

Hsu Li Yang also scored an impressive 

3.5/4; and Jingyao’s score of 6.5/9 was 

one of the best performances on Board 1 

in the entire group.

“Although Team 
Singapore narrowly 
failed to get promoted, 
we have much to be 
proud of.”
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National 
Schools Team 

Championships 
2021 

C M  J U N I O R  T A Y

The National Schools Team Championships 

(NST) was held online for the second time 

in 2021, and entries exploded exponen-

tially compared with the previous year. 270 teams 

signed up to play, with a whopping 1080 players 

raring to go – up from 132 teams, totalling 528 

players, in 2020.

After assessing the methodology of the previ-

ous NST, the SCF decided to revamp the format of 

the event, which was kept online for a second year 

due to the uncertainties of COVID-19 at the time of 

planning.  The revamp took into account allowing 

the players to participate from home with minimal 

technical issues and disruptions, while balancing 

the need to ensure fair play.
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The organising committee tried out 

a new format and system that allowed 

pairings to be automated, unlike in the 

previous year. This new system bypassed 

the need to manually key in scores into a 

pairing software, reducing waiting times 

between games and improving the over-

all tournament experience. But with the 

system change came more preparatory 

work - players had to be assigned to dif-

ferent teams, based on their age groups, 

before the event commenced. So the two 

weeks leading up to the NST saw a fair 

bit of back and forth between players, 

parents, teachers, and the organising 

committee to ensure that come competi-

tion day, no player would be left strand-

ed from the event.

The most significant change, for-

mat-wise, was that a school team was 

no longer pitted directly against anoth-

er school team in each round. Instead, 

Board 1 players played a seven-round 

Swiss against the Board 1 players from 

other schools, while Board 2 players 

were pitted against other Board 2 play-

ers, and so on. The individual scores of 

each team’s players were then tallied to 

determine the team’s overall score.

Other changes to the prior format were:

• The introduction of board priz-

es – trophies were set aside for the top 

three scorers on each board. This gave 

the players even more incentive to fight 

and excel. 

• Tertiary institutions were made 

eligible to play in the NST. This year, 

NUS and Ngee Ann Polytechnic joined the 

mix, and even claimed some of the prizes 

at stake. The SCF had wanted to bridge 

the gap between the secondary schools, 

junior colleges, and tertiary institutions; 

and to include the post-secondary stu-

dents in competitions, and in the local 

chess scene.

• International schools were once 

again invited to play, and they certainly 

showed up in good numbers.

• The organising team also held fair 

play checks, making random or intended 

checks on players’ taskbars, conducting 

Zoom room scans, and monitoring sus-

picious play. Games with high engine 

correlation were assessed with various 

evaluation tools and carefully examined 

by the Fair Play Panel. 

T H E  R E S U L T S

After the dust settled, the Prima-

ry School Challenge Trophy went to 

Nanyang Primary School (NYPS), whose 

Open U10 Team 1, Open U12 Team 1 and 

Open U12 Team 4 proved dominant. Be-

tween them, they garnered a massive 66 

points, allowing NYPS to edge out their 

eternal rivals Northland Primary School 

by a mere 1.5 points. It was certain-

ly impressive the way that parent vol-

unteers (a.k.a. the ‘chessmums’) from 

NYPS initiated and organised training 

workshops and sparring sessions for the 

participants, to complement the existing 

Ashton Chia (HCI) won the U14 Open Board 1 title by 
one clear point.

Photo credit: Caitlin Lee
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training activities that the school had 

arranged.  The chess parents also settled 

the administrative process of signing 

up for the event, and took charge of the 

technical requirements necessary for the 

teams’ participation. 

As for the Secondary School section, 

Hwa Chong Institution’s 64.5 points was 

narrowly sufficient to pip Raffles In-

stitution and ACS Independent, both of 

which ended on 63.5 points, for the Sec-

ondary School Challenge Trophy. They 

have their Open U14 Team 1, Open U16 

Team 1 and Open U20 Team 1 to thank for 

pushing them past the finish line first!

One pleasant surprise in the results was 

the surge of the female players matching 

the boys move for move.  This year, the 

girls’ teams did not play amongst them-

selves, but were placed in the same Swiss 

events as the boys. It was great to see 

quite a handful of female players mus-

cling into the top 3 placings across all 

boards and age groups, giving the boys a 

very good run for their money.

T H E  G A M E S

In my opinion, the most interesting 

tussle among the 3000-odd games of the 

event was the final round struggle be-

tween ACS Primary’s Jiang Zhiyuan and 

Maris Stella’s CM Goh Zi Han. These two 

Primary school students really pulled 

no punches in their attempt to blud-

geon each other to a pulp (chess-wise, of 

course), and spectators were treated to a 

marvellous fighting game. 

J I A N G  Z H I Y U A N
G O H  Z I  H A N 
L i c h e s s . o r g  2 0 2 1
B 9 0  S i c i l i a n  D e f e n s e :  N a j d o r f  V a r i a -
t i o n ,  E n g l i s h  A t t a c k

1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 Nf6 
5.Nc3 a6 6.Be3 e5 7.Nb3 Be6 8.Nd5  
♜ ♚  
♟ ♟♟ 
♟ ♝  
 ♘   
  ♙  
♘    
♙♙ ♙ 
 ♕♗♖ 

Snuffing out any potential ...d5 breaks 

and inviting Black to blunder by taking 

on e4.

8...Nbd7 
The trap was 8...Nxe4?? 9.Bb6 and the 

White knight is headed to c7, after which 

Black loses a rook.

9.f3 Bxd5 10.exd5 h5 11.Be2 g6 12.0-0 
Bg7 

12...Bh6! would have made perfect 

sense since Black’s central pawns are on 

dark squares and the trade of this bishop 

Liew Tze Yu (NYPS Team 1 (Girls)) scored 7/7 in U8 
Board 2, 1.5 points ahead of her challengers.

Photo credit: Goh Hwee Chin
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would benefit him; and if White retreats 

his own dark-squared bishop, then the 

bishop on h6 has gained a strong diag-

onal.

13.Qd2 0-0 14.Na5! 
A good plan, seeking to activate his 

queenside majority.

14...Qc7 15.Rac1 Rfe8?! 
15...b6 is more effective to slow down 

the eventual queenside pawn storm, but 

Zi Han probably did not like the idea of 

the White knight occupying c6. However, 

it turns out that the outpost is only tem-

porary as after 16.Nc6 Nxd5! 17.Qxd5 

Nf6, White must return the knight with 

interest: 18.Qb3 Qxc6.

16.h3 e4?!  
♜ ♜♚ 
♟♞♟  
♟  ♟ 
 ♙ ♟ 
  ♟  
  ♙♙ 
♙♙♗♙ 
  ♖  

Too hasty. Instead, 16...h4 with the 

idea of ...Nh5 should be considered.

17.f4! 
Black’s central play has been firmly 

quelled, and now White takes his turn to 

press on the queenside.

17...Rac8 18.c4 Nc5! 
The prelude to a pawn sacrifice. Zi Han 

correctly judged that he cannot wait for 

White to err, and decides to pry open the 

e-file to get counterplay.

19.b4 Nd3 20.Bxd3 exd3 21.Qxd3 Ne4
 

 
 ♜♜♚ 
♟ ♟  
♟  ♟ 
 ♙ ♟ 
 ♙♞  
 ♕ ♙ 
♙  ♙ 
  ♖  

All of a sudden, White is on the back 

foot, as the Black pieces come alive for 

the price of a pawn.

22.Bd4 f5? 
A wasted opportunity! Black missed 

22...Bxd4+! 23.Qxd4 Ng3! where Black 

will win the exchange, since moving the 

f1-rook will allow ...Ne2+, forking the 

king and queen.

23.Rfe1 
White sidesteps the ...Ng3 threat, and 

now Black needs to find another way to 

complicate.

23...h4 
Fixing the g3 square for the knight.

24.Nb3!  
 ♜♜♚ 
♟    
♟  ♟ 
 ♙♟  
 ♙♞  
♘♕ ♙ 
♙  ♙ 
     

Striving to get the knight to the e6 

outpost, where it is most powerful.
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24...Qf7 
An attempt to undermine White’s cen-

tre with ...b5 by first pressuring the d5-

pawn. However, White has enough time 

to prevent the ...b5 break. Perhaps 24...

Bxd4+ 25.Nxd4 Qb6 would have worked 

better.

25.Bxg7 Kxg7 26.Nd4 
Continuing on its way to e6, while also 

covering the b5 square.

26...Kh7 27.Ne6 
White has achieved his dream outpost 

scheme, and now our top ranked Prima-

ry school player needed to find a way to 

play around the knight - either that, or 

prepare an exchange sacrifice.

27...Kh6 28.c5 
Proceeding to create a queenside passed 

pawn.

28...dxc5 29.bxc5 Qd7  
 ♜♜  
♟♛   
♟ ♘♟ 
 ♙♟  
  ♞  
 ♕ ♙ 
♙  ♙ 
     

After 29...Nxc5, snagging back the 

pawn, White has the ultra-strong 

30.Rxc5! Rxc5 31.Qd4 when the monster 

sitting on e6 is far more influential than 

the Black rooks.

30.Rxe4! 
A beautiful sacrifice which nearly over-

came Zi Han’s resistance.

30...fxe4 31.Qxe4 
White is certainly winning. But here Zi 

Han showed why he is one of Singapore’s 

top ranked juniors.

31...Rcd8!  
  ♜  
♟♛   
♟ ♘♟ 
 ♙   
  ♕  
   ♙ 
♙  ♙ 
     

Forcing White to play with acute preci-

sion, as he threatens to immediately win 

back the d-pawn.

32.Rb1? 
Zhiyuan decided to bail out with an ex-

tra pawn with this counter-attack. How-

ever, this allowed Zi Han to liquidate to a 

viable ending.

Of course, White cannot defend the 

d-pawn with 32.Rd1 as 32...Rxe6 is cur-

tains for him. White had to go for the 

throat with 32.f5!, after which the po-

rous kingside will be fatal for Black.

32...Qxd5 33.Qxd5 Rxd5 34.Nc7 Red8 
35.Nxd5 Rxd5 36.Rxb7 Rxc5  
     
♖    
♟  ♟ 
     
     
   ♙ 
♙  ♙ 
     

Black now holds the initiative, and 
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White’s extra pawn is merely symbolic.

37.Rb2 Rc4 38.f5!? Ra4 
Hoping for 38...gxf5 39.Rb6+ Kg5 

40.Rxa6 with an outside passed pawn, 

but Zi Han probably knows how to draw 

this anyway.

39.fxg6 Kxg6 40.Kf2 Ra3 41.Kg1 Kf5 
42.Rb4 Kg5 43.Rb2 Kf4 44.Rb4+ Kg5 
45.Rb2 Kf4 46.Kf2 Kg5 47.Kf1 Kf4 
48.Kf2 Kg5 49.Kf1 Kf4 50.Kf2 ½-½

Probably the best game of the NST!

On the flipside, we also saw an example 

of the worst possible way to lose a game 

in internet chess. Having placed himself 

in contention for a board prize, Samuel 

Ho inexplicably had his game terminat-

ed after 8 moves without a fight. Nope, 

it wasn’t his Wi-Fi or an early blunder. 

White resigned in the below position, 

much to the arbitering team’s surprise! 

Later, Samuel confirmed that a mouse-

slip caused him to misclick the ‘Re-

sign’ button. This loss deprived him of a 

chance at the board prizes. Life is such.

S A M U E L  H O 
I A N  H O 
L i c h e s s . o r g  2 0 2 1 
♜♝♚  
♟ ♟♟ 
♟    
     
 ♗   
     
♙  ♙ 
♘  ♖ 


 

8.Nc3  
After playing this move, White acci-

dentally clicked the little flag icon, caus-

ing the game to end! 0-1

Is it possible that a bad move can be 

a good move too? Well, desperate times 

call for desperate measures, and in his 

game against Lauren Rice, Sanjay Vasu 

gambled on an extremely anti-position-

al move in an already worse position, to 

take advantage of his opponent’s chronic 

time trouble.

S A N J A Y  V A S U
L A U R E N  R I C E 
L i c h e s s . o r g  2 0 2 1 
     
♝    
   ♟ 
 ♞ ♟ 
  ♘  
 ♙ ♗ 
♙    
     


29...Rg8 
Sanjay reached this position with 6 

minutes left, while Lauren had a mere 

50 seconds. White was not only a pawn 

down, but also positionally worse off. 

However, sensing that this was a ‘now 

or never’ moment, White decided to go 

for broke and ignore strategic concerns, 

knowing that his opponent wouldn’t 

have much time to work out the best re-

ply.

30.g4?! 
This is positional ‘rubbish’, giving 

Black the juicy f4-outpost for her knight, 

but it does put to Black the question of 

how to ward off the kingside attack.
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30...Kf7 
Sidestepping the impending fight on 

the g-file.

31.gxh5 gxh5?? 
   ♜ 
♝ ♚  
     
 ♞ ♟ 
  ♘  
 ♙ ♗ 
♙    
     

The very move Sanjay was counting 

on Black to make under time pressure. 

Unfortunately for Lauren, this automatic 

recapture is a losing move.

It was necessary to cut off the queen 

with 31...Nf4!, and White’s attack would 

have fizzled out as there is no meaning-

ful follow-up.

32.Qh6! 
Black has no good answer to the queen 

foray.

32...Rh8 33.Rg7+ Ke8 34.Qxh8# 1-0 

Sometimes, going for a tricky move – 

the kind that might not be objectively the 

soundest, but demands that the oppo-

nent find the only correct reply – might 

do the job, as demonstrated by Royce Ho 

in a Sicilian Scheveningen.

A A R A V  K U M A R  K O N I D E N A
R O Y C E  H O 
L i c h e s s . o r g  2 0 2 1
B 8 0  S i c i l i a n  D e f e n s e :  S c h e v e n i n g e n 
V a r i a t i o n

1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 Nf6 
5.Nc3 e6 6.Bd3 Be7 7.0-0 0-0 8.Be3 
Nc6 9.f4 a6 10.Rf3N 

 
♜♝ ♚ 
♟ ♟♟ 
♟♞♟  
     
  ♙  
 ♗♖  
♙♙ ♙ 
 ♕   

A premature rook lift which I have 

never seen before. Black didn’t spot the 

possible nuance to refute it (or perhaps 

declined to play it) at first.

10...Qc7?! 
This is a standard Scheveningen queen 

tuck. Black could have netted material 

with 10...Nxd4! 11.Bxd4 e5 12.fxe5 dxe5 

13.Bxe5 Bg4 although in rapid play, the 

game is still far from over.

11.Rg3 Nxd4 12.Bxd4 e5 
Black already has easy equality in the 

centre, as White’s rook sally gave him 

time to strike back without repercus-

sions.

13.Be3 exf4 14.Bxf4 Ng4!  
♜♝ ♚ 
♟ ♟♟ 
♟    
     
  ♙♞ 
 ♗   
♙♙ ♙ 
 ♕   

While watching the game live, I had 

the feeling that this move was really 

difficult to defend against, even though 
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there is indeed a way out of this tacti-

cal mess. The engines do not like Black’s 

last move - it is only the fifth or sixth 

best move, depending on the engine - 

but that is because engines play close to 

perfection and are able to churn out the 

best defense. But this move might be the 

hardest one for a human player to meet, 

especially in shorter time controls. White 

has only one way out of the fray, and it’s 

a very non-intuitive path at that.

15.Qe1? 
It’s all over for White with this nat-

ural-looking move that looked to cover 

the dark squares, as Black found a way to 

win on material.

White had to find the no-nonsense 

king walk: 15.Kf1! was the only way to 

stay alive. 15...Qb6 (15...Nxh2+ is a mis-

take as after 16.Kg1 Ng4 17.Rxg4 Bxg4 

18.Qxg4 Qb6+ 19.Kh2 Qxb2 20.Nd5 

Qxa1 21.Nxe7+ Kh8 22.e5! White’s mi-

nors will help the queen to rip Black’s 

kingside to shreds.) 16.Rxg4! Bxg4 

17.Nd5! (17.Qxg4? Qxb2 18.Rb1 Qxc3 

-+) 17...Bxd1 18.Nxb6 Bg4 19.Nxa8 

Rxa8 and the game goes on.

White is also eventually losing, after 

appearing to win material, if he tries 

15.Rxg4 Bxg4 16.Qxg4 Qb6+ 17.Kh1 

Qxb2 18.Rb1 Qxc3.

15...Qb6+! 16.Be3 
16.Kf1 is met by 16...Bh4.

16...Nxe3 17.Rxe3 Bg5 
Winning the exchange.

18.Nd5 Bxe3+ 19.Qxe3 Qxe3+ 20.Nxe3 
Be6 

White realised resistance was futile, 

and stopped the clock. 0-1

I was very impressed by the deep the-

oretical knowledge of some players 

– but then again, these are Singapore 

school students, who do have a reputa-

tion for mugging intensively. The next 

few games showcase the stellar open-

ing preparation of a few of these young 

players. First off, Ian Ho demonstrated 

his knowledge of a new gambit in the 

Italian, pioneered by GM Daniil Dubov, 

to perfection. This was after misplaying 

it in Round 1, which certainly makes a 

strong case for post-mortem game anal-

ysis, even mid-tournament.

I A N  H O
A A D V I K  M O H T A 
L i c h e s s . o r g  2 0 2 1
C 5 3  I t a l i a n  G a m e :  C l a s s i c a l  V a r i a -
t i o n ,  C e n t e r  A t t a c k

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bc4 Bc5 4.c3 Nf6 
5.d4 exd4 6.b4!? 

When I saw this continuation, I knew 

that Black was in for a tough time, as 

even top GMs like Karjakin, Esipenko 

and Tari have struggled to find their way 

out of this tactical abyss when ambushed 

with it. The bigger question was how 

well Ian knew this line...

6...Bb6 7.e5 d5 8.exf6 dxc4 9.Qe2+ 
Be6  
♜ ♚  
♟ ♟♟ 
 ♞♝  
     
 ♟   
  ♘  
♙ ♕♙ 
♘  ♖ 


10.b5! 
The result of doing post-mortem 
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analysis of an earlier game. In the first 

round, Ian had erred with 10.fxg7? Rg8 

11.b5 Ne7 12.0-0 d3 13.Qe5 Ng6 14.Qe4 

Qd5 15.Re1 0-0-0 and White was defi-

nitely worse off.

10...d3 
Most players familiar with the Max 

Lange Attack in the Two Knights would 

plump for this line too, as ...d4-d3 is a 

common motif in that line.

Instead, the way to equality is 10...Na5 

11.fxg7 Rg8 12.cxd4 Qd7!, prizing de-

velopment over pawn-grabbing. 13.Nc3 

0-0-0 14.Bg5 Rde8 15.0-0-0 Rxg7 and 

Black was out of the woods in Micic-Ra-

jkovic, Vrnjacka Banja 2021.

11.Qe4 
♜ ♚  
♟ ♟♟ 
 ♞♝  
♙    
 ♟♕  
 ♟♘  
♙  ♙ 
♘  ♖ 


11...Na5?? 
This is the crucial error, but can you 

blame Black for not finding the correct 

continuation?

11...Nb4! is the way out but how many 

can find this sort of counter-intuitive 

continuation over the board? This con-

tinuation began appearing in GM play 

around January 2021, so it really pays to be 

up to date in opening theory. The knight 

is indigestible, as Dubov himself found 

out after 12.cxb4?? (12.0-0! Nc2 13.fxg7 

Rg8 14.Bg5 Qd5 15.Qxh7 Kd7 16.Nbd2 

Bf5 17.Qh5 is still a tough fight, as seen 

in Yoo-Vidyarthi, Las Vegas 2021.) 12...

Qxf6 13.Ne5 Qxf2+ 14.Kd1 Qc2+ 15.Ke1 

Qxc1# (Dubov-Sanal, Lichess.org INT, 

2021).

12.fxg7 Rg8 13.Bg5 Qd5 14.Qxh7 f6 
15.Bxf6 Bf5 16.Qh5+ Kd7 17.Ne5+ 
Ke6 18.Qf7+ Kd6 19.Qe7# 1-0

This whole game has been played be-

fore by US NM Hans Schut, against Rajat 

Makkar, just two months ago! Well done 

to Ian for a wonderful piece of opening 

preparation.

Lee Jo-Yang also showcased his knowl-

edge of how to nullify the Smith-Morra 

Gambit, though it was much harder to 

overcome Singapore’s Olympiad team 

member Eunice Hng than he probably 

anticipated.

E U N I C E  H N G
L E E  J O - Y A N G 
L i c h e s s . o r g  2 0 2 1
B 2 1  S i c i l i a n  D e f e n s e :  S m i t h - M o r r a 
G a m b i t  A c c e p t e d ,  C l a s s i c a l  F o r m a -
t i o n

1.e4 c5 2.d4 cxd4 3.c3 dxc3 4.Nxc3 Nc6 
5.Bc4 d6 6.Nf3 a6 7.0-0 Nf6 8.Qe2?!  
♜♝♚  
♟ ♟♟ 
♟♞   
     
 ♗♙  
  ♘  
♙ ♕♙ 
  ♖  

The ‘standard’ Smith-Morra Gambit 

move with the idea of Rd1 and Bf4, or 

Bg5 and Rac1. However, White probably 



Singapore Chess Magazine | 2022#1

27

walked into Black’s prep here, and with 

his next move, White’s attacking options 

get curtailed.

IM Marc Esserman prefers 8.Bf4 or 

8.Be3 in his treatise on the Smith-Mor-

ra Gambit.

8...Bg4! 9.Bf4 
9.h3 Bxf3 10.Qxf3 e6 11.Rd1 Qc7 

12.Bb3 Be7 13.Qg3 0-0 14.Bh6 Ne8 

15.Rac1 Qa5 is just a Sicilian Sozin Attack 

type of position without the c-pawn for 

White (Moiseenko-Jarvenpaa, Finland 

2014).

9...e6 10.Rfd1?  
♜ ♚  
♟ ♟♟ 
♟♞♟  
     
 ♗♙♝ 
  ♘  
♙ ♕♙ 
 ♖   

Another ‘natural’ Smith-Morra move, 

but one which leads to a losing position.

10.h3 Nd4 11.Qe3 Nxf3+ 12.gxf3 Bxh3 

13.Rfd1 Qa5 is a better choice but Black 

has the better prospects. For example, 

14.Bxd6 Bxd6 15.Rxd6 Qh5 is great for 

Black.

10...Nh5!-+ 
The refutation of this White line. The 

knight sally allows the Black queen to 

invade the kingside, which is probably 

decisive after an eventual ...Bxf3, gxf3 

situation.

11.Be3 Ne5 12.Bb3 Bxf3 13.gxf3 Qh4 
14.Ba4+ Ke7 15.Rac1N 

What an ambush. This is where the 

theory ends, and Black has a structurally 

winning game - but there is still room to 

go wrong, especially in rapid chess.

French GM Demuth wrapped up things 

easily after 15.Rxd6 Kxd6 16.Qd2+ Kc7 

17.Nd5+ Kb8 18.Qa5 exd5 19.Qxd5 

Nxf3+ 20.Kf1 Nf4 (Loh-Demuth, Ade-

laide 2016).

15...Qh3 16.Bg5+ f6 17.Nd5+!  
♜    
♟  ♟ 
♟ ♟  
 ♘ ♞ 
♗ ♙  
  ♙♛ 
♙ ♕  
 ♖   

A good practical try to take the 7th rank 

and attempt to smoke out the Black king.

17...Kf7 
Jo-Yang must have been worried about 

17...exd5 18.Rc7+ Kd8 19.Rxb7 as af-

ter 19...Nxf3+ (19...fxg5 is the simplest 

way for Black to convert his advantage) 

20.Qxf3 Qxf3 21.Rd7+ Kc8 22.Rc1+ Black 

looks to be in trouble. 

However, White abruptly runs out of 

ammo after 22...Kb8: 
♜    
 ♖ ♟ 
♟    
 ♟ ♞ 
♗ ♙  
  ♛  
♙    
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23.Rd8+ Kb7 24.Rd7+ Kb6 25.Be3+ 

d4 26.Bxd4+ Ka5. Of course, if Black 

had seen all this, there might have been 

a thorough fair play check by the arbi-

ters...

18.Rc7+ Kg6? 
Eunice’s aggression paid off with this 

dicey king advance. The in-your-face 

18...Be7!-+ was the clincher, allowing 

Black to complete development. 19.Rxe7+ 

Kf8: 
♜    
♟  ♟ 
♟ ♟  
 ♘ ♞ 
♗ ♙  
  ♙♛ 
♙ ♕  
 ♖   

White’s attack runs out of steam and 

it is Black’s turn to start an unstoppable 

kingside onslaught.

19.Bf4? 
This position is so ultra-sharp that one 

misstep can end the game. White’s last 

move hands the initiative over to Black, 

who doesn’t miss a beat this time around.

19.Nf4+! Nxf4 20.Bxf4 was the key 

line, and not only does White defend the 

h2-pawn after ...Nxf3, the Black king is 

in dire straits subsequently.

19...exd5 
19...Nxf3+ 20.Kh1 exd5-+ also works 

for Black.

20.Bxe5?! 
Or 20.Bg3 Nxg3 21.fxg3 h5-+.

20...fxe5 21.Kh1 Nf4 22.Rg1+ Kh6 
23.Bd7 
♜    
♟♗ ♟ 
♟    
 ♟   
  ♙  
  ♙♛ 
♙ ♕  
   ♔ 


23...Qxd7! 
And Black simply trades into a winning 

ending.

24.Rxd7 Nxe2 
Two pieces down, White resigned 19 

moves later. 0-1

When it comes to openings, the Yu-

goslav Attack in the Sicilian Dragon is 

often quoted as one of the deepest and 

sharpest of them all. In the following 

game between Rishikesh Siddharth and 

Avyay Badrinath, Black walked right into 

White’s aggressive opening preparation, 

and never quite had the chance to recov-

er.

R I S H I K E S H  S I D D H A R T H
A V Y A Y  B A D R I N A T H 
L i c h e s s . o r g  2 0 2 1
B 7 8  S i c i l i a n  D e f e n s e :  D r a g o n  V a r i a -
t i o n ,  Y u g o s l a v  A t t a c k

1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 Nf6 
5.Nc3 g6 6.Be3 Bg7 7.f3 0-0 8.Bc4 Nc6 
9.Qd2 Bd7 10.0-0-0 Rc8 11.Bb3 Ne5 
12.h4 h5 13.g4!? 

This is not the level of opening theory 

you’d expect from the U10 age group, but 

it sure seems like today’s juniors start 

studying serious theory a lot earlier than 
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players of my generation did!

13...hxg4 14.h5! Nxh5 15.Bh6 
 ♜ ♚ 
♟♝♟  
   ♟ 
   ♞ 
  ♙♟ 
♗ ♙  
♙♙   
 ♖ ♖ 


15...e6?! 
In FM Carsten Hansen’s The Sicilian 

Dragon: Move by Move, which I edited 

for Everyman Chess, the author recom-

mended 15...Kh7!? which, he noted, “is 

quite possibly an improvement over 15...

e6”. It certainly puts on White the onus 

of justifying the pawn sacrifice. The king 

shift is also recommended by GM Gawain 

Jones in his work on the Sicilian Drag-

on, and after 16.Bxg7 (or 16.Bg5 Rxc3 

17.bxc3 gxf3 where White hasn’t got 

anything concrete) 16...Kxg7 , Black has 

a terrific plus score in tournament praxis 

- six wins and just one loss.

16.Bxg7?! 
Too hasty, but Black was probably un-

nerved by this raw aggression in White’s 

attack.

Jones gives 16.Rdg1! Qf6 17.Bxg7 Qxg7 

18.fxg4 Nf6 19.g5 Nh5 20.Nce2! Nc4 

21.Bxc4! Rxc4 22.b3! Rc5 23.Ng3 Nxg3 

24.Rxg3 Rfc8 25.Kb1 (25.Rgh3?? Rxc2+!! 

26.Nxc2 Qa1#) 25...e5 26.Ne2 with bet-

ter play for White.

16...Kxg7 17.fxg4 
And all of a sudden, Black had a black-

out and the game came to a quick end 

just a few moves later.

17...Nf6?? 
I was not sure what White intended af-

ter 17...Nxg4 - perhaps to get back some 

bits with 18.Ndb5, or continue hacking 

away with 18.Rdg1.

18.Qh6+ Kg8 19.Qh8# 1-0 

Sometimes, when things go awry, one 

can only hope to swindle to survive. The 

following clash between Ngee Ann Poly-

technic’s WFM Emmanuelle Hng and 

NUS High’s Malcolm Sow showed just 

how fickle fate can be.

E M M A N U E L L E  H N G
M A L C O L M  S O W 
L i c h e s s . o r g  2 0 2 1

 
 
     
     
♕    
     
♙ ♗  
  ♙  
 ♖ ♔ 
     


In this position, with only a minute 

left on the clock, White attempted to 

trade rooks and enter a position where 

she would have had the advantage of the 

superior bishop. The skirmish that fol-

lowed, however, was probably not what 

she expected...

43.Rc8? Qd2+ 44.Kh3?? 
Optically this might have looked like 

the safest square, but it turned out to be 

the wrong choice.

44...Qd7+ 
It transpires that White has lost the 
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rook on c8. White has nothing to do but 

to grit it and continue to attack.

45.g4 Qxc8 46.Qxb6 Qb8??  
     
     
     
     
♙ ♗♙ 
  ♙♔ 
     
     

Giving White a lifeline, as now White 

uses the queen and bishop on the light 

squares to cause Malcolm some grief.

47.Qg6! Kg8 48.Qe6+ Kf8 49.Qf5+ 
Ke7 50.Qg6? 

This allowed Black the possibility of 

fending off the pesky queen. Better was 

50.Qh7 Rg8 51.Bd5 and White can con-

tinue to torture Black indefinitely.

50...Bf6 51.Qh7+ Kd6 52.Qf7 Rf8 
After 52...Bg5, White would have 

eventually run out of checks.

53.Qd5+ Ke7 54.Bf5! 
No rest for Black, who still needs to 

play very accurately to fend off the ter-

rible tandem.

54...Qd6 55.Qb7+ Ke8 56.Bg6+ Kd8 
57.Qa8+ Ke7 58.Qb7+ Qd7 59.Qb4+ 
Qd6 60.Qb7+ Kd8 61.Qa8+ Kc7 
62.Qa7+ Kc6?? 

 
     
     
 ♚ ♗ 
     
♙  ♙ 
  ♙♔ 
     
     

In trying to avoid a repetition of moves, 

the king tried to escape upwards but ran 

right into a trap.

63.Be4+ 
And now, Black’s queen is toast.

63...Qd5 64.Qa6+ 1-0 

Now for some spectacular combina-

tions. At the end of the penultimate 

round, Malcolm Sow found himself left 

adrift on 4.5 points out of a possible 6. 

He was then paired with the dominant 

Sean Goh from ACS Independent, who 

had already clinched the gold on Board 1 

with a full score of 6/6. Malcolm needed a 

win to make the podium. No other result 

would have done for him – ACS Inter-

national’s Tay Yi Xiang, RGS’s Charlene 

Mak, and Emmanuelle Hng from Ngee 

Ann Polytechnic were all on his heels 

with 5/7. Fortunately for him, Malcolm 

pulled off a win in style.
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M A L C O L M  S O W
S E A N  G O H 
L i c h e s s . o r g  2 0 2 1

 
 
   ♚ 
♟  ♟ 
     
 ♙   
 ♙   
♕ ♘♙ 
   ♙ 
  ♖  


22.c5  
White has the pull here though it is 

unclear how he can increase his spatial 

edge.

22...b5? 
An attempt to take some queenside 

space, but this allowed Malcolm a huge 

combination. 22...Kh8 was mandatory.

23.Nxe5! 
Smashing open the a2-g8 diagonal 

with devastating effect.

23...dxe5 24.d6+! Kh8? 25.Bxe5+-  
     
   ♟ 
     
♟    
     
♕  ♙ 
   ♙ 
  ♖  

Moving the rook off would mean that 

the d-pawn gets an unassailable pas-

sage to promotion - on b8, no less. Sean 

had to jettison the rook, and with it, the 

game.

25...cxd6 26.Bxf4 dxc5 27.bxc5 Bxc5 
28.Qxb5 Nd7 29.Rd1 Qf8 30.Bg3 Nf6 
31.Qb8 Qxb8 32.Bxb8 

Malcolm eventually took home the 

point in 66 moves. 1-0

Young Nicholas Kuo showed his adept 

knowledge of tactical motifs when he 

fought his way to tie with his opponent 

for the top prize on Board 1, by eschew-

ing material in favour of maintaining the 

initiative.

A S H W A T H  K A U S H I K
N I C H O L A S  K U O 
L i c h e s s . o r g  2 0 2 1

 
 
   ♚ 
  ♟♟ 
 ♝♟♟ 
 ♟   
 ♙   
 ♗   
   ♙ 
   ♔ 


Sean Christian Goh (ACSI) won the Open U20 Board 1 
title with one round to spare.

Photo credit: Goh Ken Yi
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23.cxd5   
Black, who is the exchange up, had 

the option of recapturing on d5 with the 

pawn, so as to prevent the ...Nd7 fork. 

Instead, he opted for:

23...Bxd5!
He had spotted the possibility of a 

windmill tactic.

24.Nd7 Rb2 25.Nxf8 
Instead of regaining material by taking 

on f8, he went for a glorious finish with:

25...Rxg2!  
   ♚ 
  ♟♟ 
  ♟♟ 
 ♝   
     
 ♗   
   ♜ 
   ♔ 

There is no good answer to the im-

pending discovered check.

26.Rb1 Rg4+ 27.Be4 Bxe4# 0-1 
Every good event deserves a Greek gift 

sacrifice, and we have Loh Yang Hao to 

thank for unleashing this classical king 

hunt.

L O H  Y A N G  H A O
T I B U R C I O  J A Y S O N  J A C O B O 
L i c h e s s . o r g  2 0 2 1

 
 
♜  ♚ 
  ♟♟ 
♟♝♟  
♟    
  ♖  
  ♘  
♙  ♙ 
♗♕   


White has the IQP and it seems that he 

can barely hold on to it - so instead, he 

sets a dastardly trap...

16.Re5    
There’s no way not to lose material af-

ter ...Bd6, right? Black obliged, seeing 

as the rook looked painfully misplaced.

16...Bd6? 17.Bxh7+!+-
Wham! White gets to play the good old 

Nicholas Kuo (Tao Nan School, left) and Ashwath Kaushik (OFS, right) finished in a dead-heat for the U8 Open Board 1 
title, both scoring 6/7 and a Sonneborn–Berger score of 26.5. So the SCF decided to declare them joint champions!

Photo credit: Clarissa Tan (left) and Ignatius Leong (right)
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Greek gift sacrifice and finish in style.

17...Kxh7  
♜    
  ♟♚ 
♟♝♟  
♟    
     
  ♘  
♙  ♙ 
 ♕   


18.Ng5+ Kg6 
Of course not 18...Kg8 19.Qh5.

19.Qg4 
The beginning of the end.

19...Kf6  
♜    
  ♟  
♟♝♟  
♟    
   ♕ 
     
♙  ♙ 
     

19...f5 would just delay the inevita-

ble: 20.Qh4 Bxe5 (20...Bd5 21.Rae1 Qd7 

22.Rxe6+ Bxe6 23.Rxe6+ Rf6 24.Qh7#) 

21.Qh7+ Kf6 22.Bxe5+ Ke7 23.Qxg7+ 

Ke8 24.Qg6+ Ke7 25.Qxe6#.

20.Rxe6+! 
A picture-perfect finish. 1-0

Equally impressive was Satvik Kapoor’s 

demolition job, which he commenced by 

tempting his opponent to grab an inno-

cent-looking c-pawn.

S A T V I K  K A P O O R
I A N  H O 
L i c h e s s . o r g  2 0 2 1
C 1 0  F r e n c h  D e f e n s e :  P a u l s e n  V a r i a -
t i o n

1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.Nc3 Nc6 4.Nf3 Nf6 
5.e5 Ne4 6.Bd2 Bb4 7.Bd3 Bxc3 8.bxc3 
b6 9.Qe2 Bb7 10.0-0  
♜ ♚  
♝ ♟♟ 
 ♞♟  
 ♟   
  ♞  
 ♗♘  
♙♙♕♙ 
  ♖  


10...Na5N 
The Petrosianic 10...Qd7, preparing 

long castling and eyeing the e8-a4 diag-

onal, is probably better. 11.Ng5 (11.Bxe4 

dxe4 12.Qxe4 0-0-0 is a very interesting 

gambit, and I prefer Black here due to 

the very strong grip on the light squares) 

11...Nxd2 12.Qxd2 h6 13.Nh3 0-0-0 

14.Nf4 g6 gave both sides even chances 

(Madl-Keitlinghaus, Muenster 1990).

11.Rfe1 0-0 
Risky - in this line, the king is safer on 

the queenside.

12.h3 c5 13.Nh2 Qh4 14.Nf3 Qd8 
15.Rad1 Rc8?! 

It is imperative to apply central pres-

sure with 15...Nc4 before White’s build-

up on the kingside gets too powerful.

16.Bxe4 dxe4 17.Ng5 
White busies himself with preparing 

a kingside onslaught, and is uninter-

ested in claiming the e-pawn since that 

would give Black an excellent fianchet-
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toed bishop along the long light-squared 

diagonal.

17...cxd4? 
17...Qd5!?³.

18.cxd4!? 
Offering the c2-pawn for a tempo.

18...Rxc2?? 
18...Nc4!³ was absolutely necessary.

19.Qh5!→ 
Now White has an unstoppable attack 

on the opposing king.

19...h6 20.Nxe4 Kh7?  
     
♝ ♟♚ 
  ♟  
   ♕ 
  ♘  
   ♙ 
♙♜ ♙ 
 ♖   

Black had to bail out with 20...Bxe4± 

21.Rxe4 f5 22.exf6 Rxf6 23.Rg4 Kh8 

though White still has a powerful initia-

tive here.

21.Nf6+! 
Kapoor goes for the jugular and dis-

mantles the Black defences immediately.

21...gxf6 22.Qxh6+ Kg8 23.Re3 Be4 
24.Rxe4 f5 
   ♚ 
  ♟  
  ♟  
  ♟  
  ♖  
   ♙ 
♙♜ ♙ 
 ♖   


25.Re3 f6 26.Rg3+ Kf7 27.Rg7+ Ke8 
28.Qg6+ Rf7 29.Qxf7# 1-0

We’d also better include some educa-

tional endgame examples, since the end-

ing can be the toughest department of 

the game for many youngsters, where a 

single mistake can turn a win into woe. 

And this was what happened to the un-

fortunate Jonathan Au Yeung. 

J O N A T H A N  A U  Y E U N G 
L E E  J O - Y A N G 
L i c h e s s . o r g  2 0 2 1

 
 
     
♟ ♟♚ 
     
♔ ♙♟ 
♙    
     
     
     


In a roller coaster of a game where both 

sides went for broke, the dust settled 

leaving White with the winning chances 

in this position, as the bishop should be 

able to restrict Black’s kingside pawns. 

51...h4 
White had 1 minute and 12 seconds left 

here while Black has 26 seconds remain-

ing. How should he have dealt with those 

rampant passers? He chose:

52.Bf2?? 
The wrong choice. This move gave 

Black a crucial tempo for the king to 

move over and support the pawns, just 

in time to help them roll on.

52.Be5 would have immobilised the 

pawns, and the White king could then 
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saunter over to capture the Black b-pawn, 

and walk his own a-pawn to promotion.

52...Kh6 53.Kb6 Kh5 54.Kxb7 g4! 
55.a5 g3 56.Be1 
     
♔ ♟  
     
  ♙♚ 
     
     
     
     


56...Kg4! 
The king is certainly pulling his weight, 

making full use of that extra tempo to 

help the pawns towards promotion.

57.a6 h3
White’s problem is also that Black’s 

h-pawn will promote with check, and 

after a queen trade (after both pawns 

have promoted), Black’s g-pawn is next 

in line to promote.

58.Bc3 h2 59.a7 h1=Q+ 60.Kb8 Qb1+ 
Black won soon after. 0-1

A pawn down in the following game, 

Ng See Jen launched a counterattack with 

her king leading by example, and it paid 

dividends as her opponent was pressured 

into coughing up the exchange.

E T H A N  S I M 
N G  S E E  J E N 
L i c h e s s . o r g  2 0 2 1

 
 
  ♜  
♟♚ ♟ 
♟ ♖♝ 
 ♙   
   ♙ 
   ♙ 
♙♙ ♗ 
   ♖ 


21.Rhe1 
White did well in the opening and mid-

dlegame of the battle to reach this ending 

a pawn up - although the game is hardly 

over, and there are still chances for both 

sides to attack each other’s kings.

21...Bf7 22.R6e5?! 
The safest way forward was to try 

to trade off some pieces with 22.Rxe8 

Rxe8 (22...Bxe8 23.d6!) 23.Rxe8 Bxe8 

24.Kd2.

22...Kd6!
An inspired attempt to put pressure on 

White, who ought to keep an eye on this 

king.

23.Rxe8 Rxe8 24.Rf1
Setting a trap for Black.

24...Re7 
Not 24...Bxd5 25.Rd1 and Black will 

lose the bishop.

25.c4 b5! 26.b3 bxc4 27.bxc4 Kc5 
28.Rf4 g5 29.Rf5 Kxc4 30.Rxg5? 

White regains his pawn but goes ‘one 

king down’ as Black’s king charges in.

30.Kd2! really should have been played 

here to prevent the Black king from ma-

rauding in.
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30...Kd3?!  
Black could have applied even more 

pressure with 30...Kc3! and anything 

other than 31.Bf3 would have lost. Black 

could have continued to make life dif-

ficult with 31...Re1+ 32.Bd1 Bg6 and at 

this juncture, White would have had to 

find 33.d6 cxd6 34.Rd5 to hold.

31.Bf1+? 
The mounting pressure of the unwel-

come Black king finally caused White to 

falter. Now the Black king reaches its 

ideal square and White has to ward off 

...Re1+, picking up the errant f1-bishop.

The most forcing way to equalise was 

to put the pressure back on Black with 

31.Rg7 Re1+ 32.Kb2 Bg6 and White’s 

king is in no danger of being ambushed.

31...Kc3  
     
  ♝♟ 
♟    
 ♙   
   ♙ 
   ♙ 
♙    
  ♗  


32.Kd1 Bg6! 
The threat of ...Bc2+ followed by ...Re1 

with checkmate forces White to cede the 

exchange.

33.Rxg6 hxg6 34.Bxa6 Re3 35.h4 Rh3 
36.h5 gxh5 37.gxh5 Rxh5 38.Bb7 Kd3 
39.Kc1 Rh2 40.a4 Rc2+ 41.Kd1 Ra2 
42.Kc1 Rxa4 43.Bc6 Rc4+ 44.Kb2 Rb4+ 
45.Kc1 Kc3 46.Kd1 Rb2 47.Ke1 Kd3 
48.Ba8 Ke3 49.Kd1 Rd2+ 50.Kc1 Kd3 
51.Bc6 Rc2+ 52.Kd1 Rd2+ 53.Kc1 Kc3 

54.Ba8?? Ra2 55.Kb1 Rxa8 56.d6 cxd6 
0-1

Ashwath Kaushik had lost the exchange 

in the aftermath of a middlegame skir-

mish, but was able to seize the initiative 

in the ending with a powerful rook on 

the seventh rank. He proceeded to pose 

some tricky questions to his opponent 

by maximising the use of his remaining 

pieces and central pawn mass, forcing 

the other party to finally err.

V A R A D  R A O 
A S H W A T H  K A U S H I K 
L i c h e s s . o r g  2 0 2 1

 
 
 ♜♜♚ 
♝♛♟  
♟    
♟    
  ♙  
     
 ♙♗♙ 
  ♖  


Ng See Jen (Northland Primary Girls Team 1) placed 
highest among the U10 Board 1 6-pointers, thanks to 

her superior tiebreak.
Photo credit: SCF
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18.h3? d5? 
A miscalculation by Black which al-

lowed White to win the exchange.

Black would have netted a pawn after 

18...Nxe4!-+ 19.Nxe4 (19.Bxe7 Nxc3) 

19...Bxh4.

19.Bxf6 d4! 
Rather than simply recapturing on f6, 

Black decided to muddy the waters and 

test White’s calculation.

20.Qd3 
Hoping for ...Bg4 next.

20...Bxf6  
 ♜♜♚ 
♝♛♟  
♟    
♟    
  ♙  
 ♕ ♙ 
 ♙♗♙ 
  ♖  


21.Bg4! Qc6 22.Bxc8 Rxc8 23.Nd5 
Qxc2 24.Nxf6+ gxf6 25.Qxc2 Rxc2  
   ♚ 
♝ ♟  
♟    
♟    
  ♙  
   ♙ 
 ♜ ♙ 
  ♖  

The difficulty for White here is to work 

out which pawn to protect - it’s a 50-

50 choice. Protecting the b-pawn would 

mean that Black gets a central pawn 

mass, while protecting the e-pawn gives 

Black a queenside majority. A tricky 

choice indeed...

26.Rab1? 
26.f3! was the right decision after all. 

26...Rxb2 27.Rf2! Rb3 28.Rc2 would al-

low White to keep a little advantage, al-

though it is not easy to convert this po-

sition.

26...Bxe4 
The problem for White here is that 

he will still have to waste a tempo later 

moving the rook on b1 away, after which 

the b-pawn is liable to drop anyway. 

Black had succeeded in turning the game 

around with his active counterplay.

27.Rfc1 Re2?! 
An inaccuracy which allowed White 

some respite. Black could have won here 

by mobilising the pawn mass with 27...

f5 28.g3 (28.f3 Bd3 with ...e4 to come 

is also winning) 28...Kg7 29.Rxc2 Bxc2 

30.Re1 d3 and it’s over for White.

28.Ra1? 
White’s last chance was 28.Re1! Bxb1 

29.Rxe2 with drawing chances.

28...Rxb2 
Now it’s all over as the d-pawn trots 

its way down the board, aided by the 

rook and bishop.

29.f3 Bc2 30.Kf1 d3 31.Ke1 Bb3 
32.Rc8+ Kg7 33.Rd8 Re2+ 34.Kf1 Bc4 
35.Rd1 d2 36.Kg1 Re1+ 37.Rxe1 dx-
e1=Q+ 0-1

Finally, an endgame that was all about 

pure calculation. The tail end of the 

match between NYPS’s Aleenta Quek and 

her schoolmate, Er Wen Chen, is one ex-

ample of how endgame principles and 

concepts must always be supplemented 
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and verified by strong calculation in this 

difficult phase of the game.

A L E E N T A  Q U E K 
E R  W E N  C H E N 
L i c h e s s . o r g  2 0 2 1

 
 
     
♟ ♚  
 ♟♟♟ 
   ♟ 
 ♙   
♙  ♙ 
♙ ♗♙ 
     


I was quite intrigued by this ending 

between the two tournament leaders of 

the U12 section. White is a pawn short, 

but can her bishop pair hold the balance? 

31.Be3 Nd7 32.g3 Bc7 33.Kg2 e5 
34.Bd2 Ke6 35.Bd3 f5 36.g4?! 

An attempt to trade some pawns and 

avoid getting suffocated.

The anti-positional 36.f3!? actual-

ly makes it harder for Black to use his 

kingside majority meaningfully.

36...hxg4?! 
36...e4! 37.Be2 f4! and things are get-

ting very dodgy for White here.

37.hxg4 Nc5 38.gxf5+ gxf5 39.Bc2 e4 
40.Be3 Na6 41.Bd2 Nc5 42.Be3 Nd7 
43.Bd2 Ke5 44.Bc3+ Ke6  
     
♟♞   
 ♟♚  
  ♟  
 ♙♟  
♙    
♙♗ ♔ 
     

We’ve come to a very important point 

in this ending.

45.Bd2 
Surprisingly, the best way to hold the 

balance is by creating a semi-fortress 

for White with the paradoxical 45.f3! e3 

46.Kf1 (46.f4 is another way to defend, 

as after 46...Bxf4 47.Kf3 Bg5 48.Bxa5, 

White is closer to a draw. But of course, a 

computer move such as f4!? from a twelve 

year old would probably have necessitat-

ed a round of fair play checks...) 46...f4 

47.Ke2 and it is extremely hard to break 

down White’s solid defence. Who would 

have thought that White should be seek-

ing to close up the position, given that 

she had the precious bishop pair? GM 

Kevin Goh once remarked that though 

endgame principles are important, there 

are many endings about pure calculation, 

and principles do not help in such situ-

ations - one just has to work everything 

out as far as possible.

45...Bb6 46.Bc3 
46.f3, once again, gives better drawing 

chances.

Aleenta Quek (NYPS Team 4) claimed the U12 Board 1 
gold, edging out her fellow NYPS compatriots Leah Rice 

and Er Wen Chen.
Photo credit: Linda Lim
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46...Ne5! 
Now there’s no chance of survival for 

White as Wen Chen makes inroads.

47.Bb1 
Playing for opposite coloured bishops 

with 47.Bxe5 Kxe5 is useless, as the 

Black king will just invade the queenside 

without facing any resistance.

47...Ng4! 48.f3?! 
Allowing Black a clear path to the win. 

48.Be1 would have made it more chal-

lenging for Black to find a clear break-

through.

48...Ne3+ 49.Kg3 Bc7+ 50.f4 a4 
51.Bd4 Nf1+ 52.Kf2 Nd2 53.Bc2 Bxf4 
54.Be3 Bxe3+ 55.Kxe3 axb3 56.axb3 
Nf3 57.Bd1 Ng5 58.Kf4 Kf6 59.Be2 
Ne6+ 60.Ke3 Nc5 61.b4 Na6 62.b5 Nc5 
63.bxc6 bxc6 64.Bf1 Ke5 65.Bg2 f4+ 
66.Kd2 Kd4 67.Ke1 Kxc4 68.Bf1+ Kd4 
69.Bg2 e3 70.Bxc6 Nd3+ 71.Kf1 Ne5 
72.Bb5 f3 73.Ke1 Nd3+ 74.Bxd3 Kxd3 
0-1  

We end off with a special thanks to 

the entire working committee of the 

NST 2021. Each day, there were 4 arbi-

ters and 8-18 assistants deployed to help 

the teams and man the Zoom breakout 

rooms. A whole week of running the 

event was certainly very exhausting (our 

Tournament Director jokingly claimed 

that he had to check into therapy after 

the entire event!), but the outpouring 

of compliments and thank you messag-

es from the participants, parents and 

teachers galvanised the team to push on 

day after day, making sure the tourna-

ment went as smoothly as possible. 
Justin Gan’s (ACS Primary Team 1) picket fence score 

(7/7) was instrumental in ACS Primary edging out 
NYPS for the U12 Open Team title.

Photo credit: Tan Yin Yin

CM Jayden Wong (ACSI Team 1) had ensured 1st place 
in the U16 Open Board 1 category by the penultimate 

round.
Photo credit: SCF

WCM Bernadette Kong (RGS) took home the Girls U14 
Board 1 gold medal. 

Photo credit: Esther Koh
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The members of the NST Working 

Committee members were:

Tournament Director

Carleton Lim

Chief Arbiter

Thomas Hoe

Arbiters

WFM Thandar Aye Win, Siew Kai Xin, 

and Ong Yujing

Technical Team Leaders

Iskandar Abdullah, Lau Yan Han, and 

Lim Peck Seah

Technical Team

Adharsh Venkatakrishnan, Andrew Tan, 

Benedict Koh, WCM Bernadette Kong, 

Brendan Kong, Bryan Kow, Cai Ming-

zhe, Charlene Mak, Cheang Zhe Sheng, 

Chen Lukai, Elmer Linus, Eng Teng Kee, 

Eugene Ang, Gayathrii, Gladys Koh, Tan 

Xuan Ying, GM Buenaventura Villamay-

or, Jayden Chua, John Tan, Justin Liu Zi 

Ang, Khoo Xin Zhen, Kristen Goh, Lauren 

Rice, FM Lee Jun Wei, Loh Yang Hao, Loh 

Zhang Yan Leonard, Low Yi Xin, Mahi-

ma Dharanipragada, Megan Kwok, Ng 

Jun Jie,  Ryan Cheng,  Seow Yongli, Suraj 

Karthik, Lal Rajkumaralal, Tan Guan 

Hao, Liew Tze Chi, Zhang Luming, and 

Zheng Yuan Heng.

T H E  F I N A L  S T A N D I N G S

Primary Section Overall Champion
Nanyang Primary School (66 points)

Open U10 Team 1 Marius Neo, Kayden Lim, Jacob Wee, and Ngiam Liyou

Open U12 Team 1 Marcel Neo, Zachary Chia, Klaus Lucas Yeo, and Matthew Quek

Open U12 Team 4 Aleenta Quek, Alyssa Tan, Zou Chengyu, and Gizelle Ong

Secondary Section Overall Champion
Hwa Chong Institution (64.5 points)

Open U14 Team 1 Ashton Chia, Dylan Loh, Tan Mye Jae, and Joel Poon

Open U16 Team 1 Ng Sheng Feng, Dai Zhuoyang, Michael Yeoh, and Lee Jing Heng

Open U20 Team 1 Keith Lee, Lim Zee Hunn, Zhang Zixiu, and Soh Rui Yang
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U8 Open Teams Total 
Score

1st ACS(J) U8 Open Team 1 20

2nd OFS U8 - 1 19.5

3rd St Joseph’s Institution 
Junior Team 1 19.5

U8 Open Board 1 Total 
Score

1st
Ashwath Kaushik 6

Nicholas Huazhen Kuo 6

3rd Chan Yao Zu Timothy 5.5

U8 Open Board 2 Total 
Score

1st Ho Rui Jie Jonathan 5.5

2nd

Peter Cheng Zheng 
Zhong 5

Nirek Surana 5

U8 Open Board 3 Total 
Score

1st Yeo Jing Kai Raydon 6

2nd Yap Bo Yan, Glenn 5

3rd Miransh Purven Vyas 5

U8 Open Board 4 Total 
Score

1st Elijah Jerome Lu Zhikai 5.5

2nd

Alexander Chai Zheng 
Wei 5

Aric Xander Chew 5

U8 Girls Teams Total 
Score

1st Northland Primary Team 
1 (Girls) 21.5

2nd Nanyang Primary School 
Team 1 (Girls) 19.5

3rd Northland Primary Team 
2 (Girls) 14

U8 Girls Board 1 Total 
Score

1st Pan Yan 4.5

2nd Sim En Rui Audelle 3.5

3rd Lana Rice 3.5

U8 Girls Board 2 Total 
Score

1st Liew Tze Yu 7

2nd Tan Ang Lim Della 5

3rd Niveditha Anoop 3

U8 Girls Board 3 Total 
Score

1st Tan Yan Yee Chloe 6

2nd Mia Wang Mi Ya 5

3rd Avika Bhatia 4

U8 Girls Board 4 Total 
Score

1st Chloe Tan Qian Yu 6

2nd Phua Yan Ying 4

3rd Tan Xuan Ying, Calyn 4
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U10 Open Teams Total 
Score

1st St Joseph’s Institution 
Junior Team 1 24

2nd Nanyang Primary School 
Team 1 22.5

3rd Northland Primary Team 
1 21

U10 Open Board 1 Total 
Score

1st Haresh Venkata 
Narayanaswamy 6

2nd Elliot Wong Yen-Hsiu 6

3rd Chan Yao Hui Alden Na-
thanael 5.5

U10 Open Board 2 Total 
Score

1st Ng Quan Zhu Caleb 6.5

2nd Rishikesh Siddharth 6

3rd Akshara Gobinath 5.5

U10 Open Board 3 Total 
Score

1st Chayes Fong Yu Ze 6

2nd John Teoh 6

3rd Benjamin Wong Ming 
Wei 6

U10 Open Board 4 Total 
Score

1st Liyou Ngiam 6

2nd Shrenik Mallick 6

3rd Low Kah Wai David 6

U10 Girls Teams Total 
Score

1st Northland Primary Team 
1 (Girls) 21

2nd Northland Primary Team 
2 (Girls) 17

3rd Northland Primary Team 
3 (Girls) 16

U10 Girls Board 1 Total 
Score

1st Ng See Jen 6

2nd Ng Jing Xuan Alyssa 5.5

3rd Lim En Qi 5

U10 Girls Board 2 Total 
Score

1st Chong Yong Qian 5.5

2nd Tan Wan Xuan Adoncia 4

3rd Tan Xuan Ying 3.5

U10 Girls Board 3 Total 
Score

1st Ko Yi Xuan 5

2nd Chloe Fong Jia En 5

3rd Foo Chuan Hee 4

U10 Girls Board 4 Total 
Score

1st Ang Shirui Sherry 4.5

2nd Zhang Ruining 4.5

3rd Chang Tingge 4
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U12 Open Teams Total 
Score

1st Anglo-Chinese Primary 
Team 1 22.5

2nd Nanyang Primary School 
Team 1 22

3rd Nanyang Primary School 
Team 4 21.5

U12 Open Board 1 Total 
Score

1st Aleenta Quek Zi Le 6

2nd Er Wen Chen 6

3rd Wong Yip Fung 6

U12 Open Board 2 Total 
Score

1st Zachary Chia Min 6

2nd Lee Yi Kai Amos 6

3rd Vinesh Venkata 
Narayanaswamy 6

U12 Open Board 3 Total 
Score

1st Johannes Goh 7

2nd Klaus Lucas Yeo 6

3rd Caleb Tan Yee Lei 6

U12 Open Board 4 Total 
Score

1st Gan Wei En Justin 7

2nd Jonas Tan Yi Jun 6

3rd Chiang Cheng En Chris-
topher 6

U12 Girls Teams Total 
Score

1st Nanyang Primary School 
Team 1 (Girls) 19

2nd Northland Primary Team 
1 (Girls) 19

3rd Northland Primary Team 
2 (Girls) 17.5

U12 Girls Board 1 Total 
Score

1st Leah Rice 6

2nd Samantha Choong Mei Li 5

3rd Chong Yu Lin 4.5

U12 Girls Board 2 Total 
Score

1st Gwen Tan Xin Ni 5

2nd Tan Li Xin Alyssa 4.5

3rd Kylie Ang Jing Xuan 4.5

U12 Girls Board 3 Total 
Score

1st Tan Jia En Joy 6

2nd Sim Shi Ya 5

3rd Claire Ziyi Chen 5

U12 Girls Board 4 Total 
Score

1st Wu Youyou 5.5

2nd Roshni D/O Kathirasan 4.5

3rd Chan Fan Ying Beth 4
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U14 Open Teams Total 
Score

1st Hwa Chong Institution 
Team 1 24.5

2nd Raffles Institution Team 
2 20.5

3rd Victoria School Team 2 19.5

U14 Open Board 1 Total 
Score

1st Chia Yu Zhe Ashton 6.5

2nd Ian Ho Yi-En 5.5

3rd Pritish Burman Ray 5

U14 Open Board 2 Total 
Score

1st Loh Shao Kai Dylan 6.5

2nd Jaeden Etienne Ng 5.5

3rd Tiburcio Jayson Jacobo 5.5

U14 Open Board 3 Total 
Score

1st Soo Sheng Yuan 6

2nd Tan Myn Jae 5.5

3rd Rahul Lakshmi Narasim-
han 5.5

U14 Open Board 4 Total 
Score

1st Koh Zhe Quan Benedict 7

2nd Poon Zhi Hong Joel 6

3rd Akshay Agarwal 5.5

U14 Girls Teams Total 
Score

1st Raffles Girls’ School 
Team 1 18

2nd Nanyang Girls’ High 
School Team 1 10.5

3rd Crescent Girls’ School 
Team 1 10.5

U14 Girls Board 1 Total 
Score

1st Kong Zi Yau Bernadette 5.5

2nd Lauren Rice Xinru 5

3rd Yip Ruo Yao 3

U14 Girls Board 2 Total 
Score

1st Nainika Gupta 5

2nd Chuan Wen Xin 3

3rd Chong Pei Lin 2

U14 Girls Board 3 Total 
Score

1st Ayanna Hans 4

2nd Tan Xuan Ying 4

3rd Lu Jiaqi 2

U14 Girls Board 4 Total 
Score

1st Gayathrii Manikandan 3.5

2nd Chew Shan Mei 2.5

3rd Navya Gupta 2
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U16 Open Teams Total 
Score

1st Anglo-Chinese School 
Independent Team 1 25

2nd Raffles Institution Team 
1 22

3rd Hwa Chong Institution 
Team 1 21.5

U16 Open Board 1 Total 
Score

1st Jayden Wong Zhenyong 6.5

2nd Ng Sheng Feng 6

3rd Sally Wang 6

U16 Open Board 2 Total 
Score

1st Royce Ho Xinglun 7

2nd Dai Zhuoyang 6

3rd Aarav Kumar Konidena 5

U16 Open Board 3 Total 
Score

1st Sudarshanagopal Kunna-
vakkam Vinjimur 6

2nd Suresh Jatin 5.5

3rd Cai Mingzhe 5.5

U16 Open Board 4 Total 
Score

1st Ho Yoong Tze Clarence 6.5

2nd Heng Cho Yaw 6

3rd Jiang Youhan 5.5

U16 Girls Teams Total 
Score

1st Nanyang Girls’ High 
School Team 1 17

2nd Nanyang Girls’ High 
School Team 2 14

3rd Crescent Girls’ School 
Team 1 14

U16 Girls Board 1 Total 
Score

1st Fang Kun 5

2nd Rong Haonan 5

3rd Ho Xin Yu 4

U16 Girls Board 2 Total 
Score

1st Soo Sheng Yin 5

2nd Haw Zi Xuan 4.5

3rd Zeba Tasnia 3.5

U16 Girls Board 3 Total 
Score

1st Liew Tze Chi 4.5

2nd Isabel Koh Wei Shi 4

3rd Ma Yuexi 3.5

U16 Girls Board 4 Total 
Score

1st Goy Sze Leng Eliza 5

2nd Harini Vasan 4

3rd Clarisse Chee 3
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U20 Open Teams Total 
Score

1st Anglo-Chinese School 
Independent Team 1 20

2nd Ngee Ann Poly Team 1 19.5

3rd Raffles Institution Team 
1 19.5

U20 Open Board 1 Total 
Score

1st Goh Sean Christian 6

2nd Malcolm Sow Miao Geng 5.5

3rd Emmanuelle Hng Mei-
En 5

U20 Open Board 2 Total 
Score

1st Lee Jo-Yang 6.5

2nd Huang Yuxuan 5

3rd Alex Liang 4.5

U20 Open Board 3 Total 
Score

1st Alexander Chan Jia Jie 6.5

2nd Soh Rui Yang 5

3rd Divij Haralalka 5

U20 Open Board 4 Total 
Score

1st Adhitya Polavaram 6

2nd Thean Li Han 5.5

3rd Wang Lixin 5

U20 Girls Teams Total 
Score

1st Raffles Girls School Team 
1 19

2nd MGS Team 1 13.5

3rd Raffles Institution Team 
1 (Girls) 11

U20 Girls Board 1 Total 
Score

1st Charlene Mak Xiu Ning 5

2nd Tay Yu Ning 3

3rd Chia Kay Yee Rachel 3

U20 Girls Board 2 Total 
Score

1st Yu Grace Chenxi 5.5

2nd Dharanipragada Mahima 4

3rd Zhao Zheyu 4

U20 Girls Board 3 Total 
Score

1st Nikila Selvaraju 4

2nd Kristen Goh Jialing 3.5

3rd Khor Qiao Wen Nicole 3.5

U20 Girls Board 4 Total 
Score

1st Aishwarya Ramesh 5

2nd Gracelynn Quek Kai Xin 3

3rd Aarushi Srivastava 3
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C M  J U N I O R  T A Y  &  S A R A - A N N  A N G

Regional Reports

A S I A N  Y O U T H  C H E S S  C H A M P I O N -
S H I P S  ( O N L I N E )  2 0 2 1

72 promising young players 

represented Singapore in 

this tough 9-round rap-

id (15+10) event, which took place from 

22nd to 31st October 2021, and saw over 

900 participants from countries across 

Asia. SCF President IM Dr Hsu Li Yang 

remarked, “I am glad that so many of our 

boys and girls participated in this event, 

gaining the experience of playing re-

gional young masters. We felt this event 

should be open to all eligible local play-

ers, particularly given the COVID-19 re-

strictions that limit over the board events 

here in Singapore.” The SCF had earlier 

opened registration to players both in-

side and out of the HPI/HPE squads.

The best performers from the Singa-

pore contingent were Danyel Koordi, 

Ray Tan (both BU10), and Marcus Chen 

(BU18), all scoring a creditable 6 points 

from 9 games.  Most notably, Marcus 

played several masters (two IMs, one FM 

and one CM, to be exact), and managed 

to score a win over one IM and one CM 

during the tournament. Another play-

er who collected master scalps this time 

was Gladys Koh (GU14), who contended 

with not one but four WCM opponents. 

She managed a draw (with a former 

World Youth champion and the eventual 

GU14 runner up) and a win from these 

matches. Our GU16 team of Fang Kun, 

Charlene Mak, and Choksi Khushi also 

deserves a mention for finishing fourth 

in the GU16 team rankings, and just one 

point adrift of the Mongolian team that 

took the bronze. 

Below is one of the standout games 

from the Singapore contingent – Marcus 

Chen’s win over his master-level oppo-

nent, CM Tan Jun Ying. 

T A N  J U N  Y I N G
C H E N  M E N G  B O O N ,  M A R C U S
C h e s s . c o m  2 0 2 1
D 4 5  S e m i - S l a v  D e f e n s e :  S t o l t z  V a r i -
a t i o n

1.d4 d5 2.c4 c6 3.Nf3 Nf6 4.Nc3 e6 5.e3 
Nbd7 6.Qc2 b6!?

A line frequently used by GM Aleksey 

Dreev. Black is not in a hurry to venture 

into the mazy Meran lines with ...dxc4 

and ...b5, and bides his time to play the 
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...c5 break after completing his develop-

ment with ...Bb7, ...Be7 and ...0-0.

7.Bd3
The line that Marcus chose reminded 

me of one of the best games ever played 

- The Pearl of Wijk aan Zee: 7.Be2 Bb7 

8.0-0 Be7 9.Rd1 0-0 10.e4 dxe4 11.Nxe4 

Qc7 12.Nc3 c5 13.d5 exd5 14.cxd5 a6 

15.Nh4 g6 16.Bh6 Rfe8 17.Qd2 Bd6 

18.g3 b5 19.Bf3 b4 20.Ne2 Ne4 21.Qc2 

Ndf6 22.Ng2 Qd7 23.Ne3 Rad8 24.Bg2  
  ♜♚ 
♝♛♟♟ 
♟  ♟ 
 ♙   
  ♞  
     
♙♕♘♗ 
 ♖   

24...Nxf2! 25.Kxf2 Rxe3!! 26.Bxe3 

Ng4+ 27.Kf3 Nxh2+ 28.Kf2 Ng4+ 

29.Kf3 Qe6 30.Bf4 Re8 31.Qc4 Qe3+ 

32.Bxe3 Rxe3+ 33.Kxg4 Bc8+ 34.Kg5 

h6+ 35.Kxh6 Re5 0-1 Cifuentes Para-

da-Zvjaginsev, Wijk aan Zee 1995.

7...Bb7 8.0-0 Be7
8...dxc4!? 9.Bxc4 c5 has previously 

been punted by Carlsen and Kasparov.

9.b3
As pointed out by GM Davorin Kuljase-

vic, Black has good counterplay after 9.e4 

dxe4 10.Nxe4 Nxe4 11.Bxe4 Nf6 12.Ne5! 

Rc8 13.Rd1 Nxe4 14.Qxe4 0-0 15.Bf4 

Ba8! 16.Rd3 c5® (Mamedyarov-Timo-

feev, Moscow 2004).

9...0-0 10.Bb2 h6 11.Rad1
Kuljasevic prefers 11.Rfd1 Qc7 12.Rac1 

which he analysed to a slight edge for 

White.

11...Qc7 12.Ne5 Rac8
If Black was heading for an even posi-

tion, he would have gotten one after 12...

Nxe5 13.dxe5 Ng4 14.h3 Nxe5 15.Bh7+ 

Kh8 16.cxd5 cxd5 17.Nxd5 Qxc2 18.Bxc2 

Bxd5 19.Bxe5 Rac8 ½-½ (Santos- Sta-

menkovic, Campinas 2010).

13.f4
13.Qe2 is probably more testing, get-

ting the queen out of the c-file and ready 

for action on the kingside and in the 

centre.

13...c5 
 ♜ ♚ 
♝♞♟  
  ♟  
 ♟   
 ♙   
♙♗   
♙♕ ♙ 
 ♖♖  


14.Nb5N
White got nowhere after 14.cxd5 cxd4 

15.exd4 Nxe5 16.fxe5 Nxd5 17.Nxd5 Bxd5 

18.Qe2 f5 19.exf6 Rxf6 20.Rxf6 Bxf6 

½-½ (Kojima-Pacher, Budapest 2018).

14...Qb8 15.Nxd7 Nxd7 16.dxc5?!
Opening the long black diagonal looks 

logical for White, but allows Black a lot 

of piece play in the centre.

16...Nxc5 17.Be5 Qa8!
The exclamation mark isn’t for the 

forced move but the draw offer that Black 

made here. The position seems like Black 

is getting pushed to the edge and White 

has all the key diagonals. By offering a 

truce at this point, Black is in essence 
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inviting White to ‘look for a winning at-

tempt’ with the idea of luring him down 

an inferior continuation.

18.Bh7+
Draw declined and White really went 

for it. Firstly, he sent the bishop to a 

‘safe’ square so that it would not be ex-

changed away by the c5-knight.

White probably had to take evasive ac-

tion with 18.Bd6 Bxd6 19.Nxd6 Rcd8 

20.Nxb7 Qxb7.

18...Kh8 19.Nc7? 
♛♜   
♝ ♟♗ 
  ♟  
 ♟   
 ♙   
♙    
♙♕ ♙ 
 ♖♖  


White seemingly wins material with 

the threat of Nxe6, but Marcus has seen 

further. 19.Bd6 is necessary now but 

only if White knows what Black has been 

working out...

19...Rxc7− 20.Bxc7 f6!
It probably just dawned on White that 

his bishop is hemmed in without re-

course.

21.cxd5 Bxd5 22.e4
Giving Black the chance to go wrong 

if he captures on e4 erroneously. White 

could also have complicated things with 

22.Rxd5 exd5 23.Bf5.

22...Nxe4-+
22...Bxe4? 23.Bxe4 Nxe4 24.Rfe1! 

Bc5+ 25.Kf1 and White is the one calling 

the shots.

23.Bxe4 Bxe4 24.Qe2 Bc5+ 25.Kh1 
Bd5!

Cutting out the tricks before proceed-

ing to collect the helpless Black bishop.

Singapore’s top scorers. Clockwise from top right: Marcus Chen, Danyel Koordi, 
and Ray Tan

Photo credit: SCF



Singapore Chess Magazine | 2022#1

51

26.f5 e5 27.Bd6? 
♛    
     
     
 ♝♙  
     
♙    
♙ ♕♙ 
 ♖♖♔ 

A last ditch attempt to confuse, but 

Marcus was up to the task.

27...Bxd6 28.Qd2 Be4 29.b4 Bxb4 
30.Qe2 Bc5 31.Rd7 Bc6 32.Rd2 Bd4 
33.Qg4 Qb7 34.Rfd1 b5 35.h3 b4 36.Rd3 
a5 37.Rg3 a4 38.Rc1 b3 39.axb3 axb3 
40.Qh5 b2 41.Rb1 Be4 42.Rg6 Bxb1 
43.Rxh6+ gxh6 44.Qxh6+ Kg8 45.Kh2 
Bxf5 46.Qh5 b1=Q 47.h4 Qg1+ 48.Kg3 
Bf2# 0-1

E A S T E R N  A S I A  Y O U T H  O N L I N E  C H E S S 
C H A M P I O N S H I P  2 0 2 1

82 eager junior players from 

Singapore competed in the 

Eastern Asia Youth Online 

Championships (24th September to 3rd 

October 2021), a Tornelo-based event 

organised by the Thailand Chess Asso-

ciation under the auspices of the Asian 

Chess Federation.

Team Singapore garnered 3 team 

bronze medals, thanks to the efforts of 

our U8 Boys (Evin Sung, Nicholas Kuo 

and Ryan Li), U10 Boys (Siddharth Sai, 

Poon Ee Rui and Jared Teah), and U10 

Girls (Alyssa Ng, Advika Vinai and Chong 

Yong Qian). 

Singapore’s best performers were Sid-

dharth Sai, Leah Rice, Evin Sung and 

Alyssa Ng, who finished 4th, 5th, 6th 

and 7th in their respective categories. In 

particular, Siddharth and Evin both came 

within a whisker of a podium position. 

The former impressively finished the 

whole event unbeaten, with 6 wins and 

Singapore’s top scorers in the Eastern Asia Youth Online Chess Championship. From left to right: Siddharth Sai, Leah 
Rice, Evin Sung, and Alyssa Ng

Photo credit: SCF



Regional Reports

52

3 draws, while Evin was a contender for 

the gold medal, losing out narrowly in 

the last round to the eventual champion 

from Vietnam – but not before a hard-

fought tussle where both played well be-

yond their years.

A S I A N  A M A T E U R  C H E S S  C H A M P I O N -
S H I P S  2 0 2 1

The Asian Amateur Chess Cham-

pionships 2021 were held from 

12th to 18th November 2021 by 

the Oman Chess Committee, and open to 

all with a FIDE rating below 2100 and 

a title no higher than FIDE Master. 44 

Singaporeans took part in this online 

rapid (15+5) tournament - 36 contended 

in the Open category, and 8 in the Wom-

en’s. 

None of our young contingent made 

the top spots this time, although quite 

a few achieved performance ratings that 

exceeded expectations. One notable per-

formance came from Cai Mingzhe, who 

bested an FM in the final round to finish 

on 6 points out of 9, and earn the dis-

tinction of being Singapore’s top scorer. 

Well done to all! 

Singapore Chess Social

Be part of an exclusive chess experience. Limited memberships still available.

www.singaporechess.social

http://www.singaporechess.social


The Battle of Wits, an annual 

team event organised by Singa-

pore Polytechnic (SP), was held 

on the Lichess platform on 9 October 

2021. The event saw 27 teams and 144 

participants from tertiaries and junior 

colleges across Singapore. Each team 

fielded 5 boards, and played seven rapid 

rounds with a time control of 15 minutes.

One interesting innovation that SP 

came up with this year was to derive each 

team’s score by totting up the scores of 

its top four players, discarding the fifth 

player’s result for the point tally. This 

system allowed a team to still obtain the 

maximum 4-0 score if just one of their 

players had lost or drawn a game.

Team NUS A featured two national 

C M  J U N I O R  T A Y

SP Battle of Wits 
2021

The members of NUS Team A, clockwise from top-left: IM Tin Jingyao, Andrew Tan, Siew Kai Xin, Ng Jun Jie, and Sakshi 
Pradyumm

Photo credit: NUS Intellectual Games Club
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players in their squad - National Cham-

pion (and Asian Continental joint win-

ner) IM Tin Jingyao on Board 1, and Siew 

Kai Xin on Board 5. Ng Jun Jie, Sakshi 

Pradyumm and Andrew Tan Chong Hien 

rounded out the team on boards 2 to 4. 

NUS A seized an early lead by shutting 

out their opponents 4-0 in the first three 

rounds, and this set them on course for a 

massive final score of 25.5/28 – a whole 

4.5 points ahead of runners up, SP. Raf-

fles Institution finished 3rd with 19.5/28, 

and these three teams were awarded tro-

phies for their achievements.

Below is the gripping tussle between 

ACSI’s Sean Christian Goh, the cur-

rent National Schools Individuals Open 

Champion, and National Champion IM 

Tin Jingyao, in which the latter played an 

intriguing piece sacrifice that won him 

the pawn (and the game), but could have 

gone an entirely different way…

S E A N  C H R I S T I A N  G O H    
T I N  J I N G Y A O  
L i c h e s s . o r g
D 0 2  Q u e e n ’ s  P a w n  G a m e :  S y m m e t r i c a l 
V a r i a t i o n ,  P s e u d o - C a t a l a n

1.d4 Nf6 2.Nf3 d5 3.g3 c6 4.Bg2 Bf5 
5.0-0 Nbd7 6.b3 e6 7.Bb2 Be7 8.Nbd2 
h6 9.c4 0-0       
♜  ♚ 
♟♞♟  
 ♟♟  
 ♟♝  
 ♙   
♙ ♘  
♙ ♙♗ 
 ♕♖  


This is a sort of crossroads betwen the 

Reti opening and the the New York de-

fensive system (or the Reversed Lon-

don System, if you prefer). White has to 

decide whether to play in the centre or 

slowly advance on the queenside.

10.Ne5       
Sean chooses the former.

10.Re1 a5 11.a3 Ne4 12.e3 Ndf6 13.Ne5 

Nxd2 14.Qxd2 Bd6 15.c5 Bc7 16.b4 Qe7 

17.Qe2 Bh7 18.Rec1 axb4 19.axb4 Ne4 

gives mutual chances (Cordova-Kar-

jakin, Chess.com 2020).

10...Nxe5 11.dxe5 Nd7 12.e4 dxe4 
13.Nxe4 Bxe4      

13...Nc5 is a strong alternative and af-

ter 14.Nd6 Bxd6 15.Qxd6 Qa5, it is very 

easy for White to go wrong. For example, 

16.Bd4?! Nd3! and White is already in a 

quandary, with ...Rd8 coming, and the 

e5-pawn is already in dire straits (Rivas 

Pastor-Polgar, Oviedo 1993).

14.Bxe4 Qc7 15.f4       
I think this allows Black unnecessary 

play along the g1-a7 diagonal. Less com-

mittal is 15.Qe2 Rfd8 16.Bc2³.

15...Rad8 16.Qe2         
   ♚ 
♟♞♟  
 ♟♟  
     
 ♙♗  
♙    
♙ ♕  
  ♖  


 

16...Qa5N 17.Rfd1 Nc5 18.Bc2 g6 
19.Bd4 Rxd4 20.Rxd4         

Here, Jingyao came up with a quaint 
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combination to net a pawn...or does it?

20...Nxb3!?           
   ♚ 
♟ ♟  
 ♟♟♟ 
     
 ♙   
♞    
♙♗♕  
     

This temporary sacrifice was played in 

4 minutes and 27 seconds, an eternity in 

15 minute rapid play. This move turned 

the tables on White in the game, but does 

it really work?

21.axb3           
I suppose Sean might have been inves-

tigated for fair play violation if he had 

busted out the hyper-accurate 21.Bxb3! 

Bc5 22.Qf2! The only way to keep the 

advantage. 22...Qb6 (22...Kh7 23.Rad1 

Qb6 24.Kg2± and White holds on to 

his material advantage.) 23.Rad1 Kg7 

24.f5!!± What a shot! There are a few 

lines to consider here, but White emerges 

with an advantage in all of them:

• 24...exf5 25.Kg2 Rd8 26.Rxd8 

Bxf2 27.R1d7 Bc5 (27...Bg1 is met by 

28.c5!, and the bishop joins in the at-

tack) 28.Re8 Qa5 29.Rdd8 Bf8 30.Rxf8 

Qxe5 31.Rg8+ Kf6 32.Rge8 Qb2+ 33.Kg1 

is the key line, and White has the edge 

here, although in quick time controls, it 

won’t be easy to put Black away.

• 24...gxf5 25.Kg2 Rd8 loses to 

26.Rg4+!! Kh7 (26...fxg4 27.Qf6+ and 

Black is toast) 27.Rxd8 Bxf2 28.Rgg8 

and it’s over for Black.  

21...Qxa1+−        
Now Jingyao lets his technique take 

over.

22.Rd1 Qa5 23.Kh1 Rd8 24.Rxd8+ 
Bxd8! 25.g4 Bb6 26.f5 Qc5 27.Kg2 
Qg1+ 28.Kh3 g5 29.fxe6 fxe6 30.Qd3   

Here, it was time to simplify into a 

winning opposite coloured bishop end-

ing, since White’s e-pawn is untenable.

30...Qe3+ 31.Qxe3 Bxe3-+ 32.Kg2 Bf4 
33.h3 Bxe5 34.Kf3 Kf7 35.b4 Bc3 36.b5 
Ke7 37.bxc6 bxc6 38.Ke4 Kd6 39.Kd3 
Bf6 40.Ba4 Kc5 41.Ke4 a5 42.Kd3 Be5 
43.Ke4 Bg7 44.Kd3 Bf6 45.Ke4 Kb4 
46.Bxc6 a4 0-1     
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T he Asian Club Cup Hybrid 

Chess Championship (2nd 

to 11th November 2021)  was 

a 9-round Swiss tournament open 

to al l  c lubs based in Asia.  Organised 

by the Chess Federation of the Islamic 

Republic of Iran, under the auspices of 

the Asian Chess Federation and FIDE, the 

tournament was held in a hybrid format 

– a recent addition to the FIDE Online 

Chess Regulations, and a first for many 

participants. Games between clubs were 

played online via Tornelo, but players 

from the same club gathered to play at 

the same location, where they could also 

set up and move pieces over a physical 

board. This had to be done in the pres-

ence of arbiters and with camera moni-

toring to ensure fair play.

Three Singaporean clubs sent teams to 

compete in the Asian Club Cup, and all 

agreed that it was a refreshing experi-

ence and a welcome opportunity to re-

turn to the board. Aside from the chance 

to compete alongside and bond with their 

teams, they were also universally appre-

ciative of the chance to meet some strong 

Asian Club Cup 
Hybrid Chess 
Championship 2021
S A R A - A N N  A N G

IM Tin Jingyao played on Board 2 for the SGChessHub@
JurongSpring team and won the gold board prize

Photo credit: Lim Bernard Carleton



Singapore Chess Magazine | 2022#1

57

Asian Club Cup 
Hybrid Chess 
Championship 2021

opposition, including a handful of titled 

players – the team captains expressed 

that their members relished the learn-

ing experience, and that many would be 

keen to play similar events in the future. 

Thanks is due to the Singapore Chess 

Federation for providing a venue and ar-

biters for the event, making it possible 

for these self-funded clubs to enter the 

hybrid tournament.

The top two spots were taken by clubs 

who fielded seasoned masters on every 

board (they were Pyramid from Iran, and 

the Bangladesh Police from Bangladesh, 

who took the gold and silver respective-

ly). Nonetheless, several of our players 

managed to rake in board prizes, and one 

team tied with the two aforementioned 

clubs in match points in a three-way tie 

for first place, losing out only on a tie-

break based on game points. The best 

games from each team, rich with learn-

ing points, are analysed below. Editor’s 

notes are provided by GM Kevin Goh.

L I O N  C I T Y  C H E S S  M E E T U P

The team:

• Board 1: Kek Wei Chuan

• Board 2: Sudarshanagopal Kunna-

vakkam Vinjimur

• Board 3: Aarav Kumar Konidena

• Board 4: Chua Qi Ze Jayden (Cap-

tain)

• Board 5: Advika Vinai

• Board 6: Mahima Dharanipragada

• Board 7: Tan Yong Zhao Edwin

• Board 8: Koh Zhe Quan Benedict

• Board 9: Goh Jialing Kristen

This lively group was started in ear-

ly 2021, and hosts regular meetups and 

self-organised tournaments as a plat-

Members of the Lion City Chess Meetup team, from left to right: Goh Jialing Kristen, Chua Qi Ze Jayden, Mahima Dha-
ranipragada, Aarav Kumar Konidena, Koh Zhe Quan Benedict, Sudarshanagopal Kunnavakkam Vinjimur 

Photo credit: Lim Bernard Carleton
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form for chess lovers to compete and 

connect. They fielded in this tournament 

a relatively youthful team of promising 

players, anchored by former Nation-

al Champion Kek Wei Chuan on the top 

board. Team member Sudarsh takes us 

through perhaps the team’s biggest up-

set in the event – his draw on Board 2 

against fellow Singaporean, FM Sid-

dharth Jagadeesh, in which he managed 

to squeeze a half point from a complex 

and intriguing queen and pawn ending. 

S I D D H A R T H  J A G A D E E S H
S U D A R S H A N A G O P A L  K U N N A V A K -
K A M  V I N J I M U R
S i n g a p o r e  2 0 2 1
A 6 1  B e n o n i  D e f e n s e
A n n o t a t e d  b y  S u d a r s h a n a g o p a l  K u n -
n a v a k k a m  V i n j i m u r

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 e6 4.Nf3 exd5 
5.cxd5 d6 6.Nc3 g6 7.Bf4 Bg7 8.e3 0-0 
9.h3 Na6 
♜♝ ♚ 
♟ ♟♟ 
♞  ♟ 
 ♙   
     
  ♘♙ 
♙  ♙ 
 ♕♗♖ 

9...a6 is also a move that has been 

played multiple times: 10.a4 Ne8, with 

the idea of playing ...Nd7 and ...Ne5 

eventually, with ...Qe7 to support. 

10.Bxa6 bxa6 11.Rc1 Bb7 
11...Bf5 12.0-0 Rb8 13.b3 was another 

way to develop the bishop.

12.0-0 Re8 
I was trying to prevent e3-e4 for as 

long as possible.

13.Qd3 Qc7 14.Nd2 Nd7 
I played this with the idea of playing 

...Ne5 and stopping the attack on d6.

15.Nc4 Ne5 16.Bxe5 Bxe5 17.Nxe5 
Rxe5 18.Qc4  
♜  ♚ 
♝ ♟♟ 
♟  ♟ 
 ♙   
 ♕   
   ♙ 
♙  ♙ 
  ♖  

Editor’s note: White could have gotten 

a massive centre with the thematic 18.f4 

Ree8 19.e4 followed by Rce1 and perhaps 

Re1-Re3, and Rf1-f3.

18...Qd7 
I had played this in order to facilitate a 

future ... f5 break at some point after e4. 

Also, I wanted to get out of the pin along 

the c-file which might be vulnerable to 

b2-b4 at some point. On hindsight, I be-

lieve that 18...Qb6 might have been a 

stronger option.

19.e4 f5 
 
♜  ♚ 
♝♛ ♟ 
♟  ♟ 
 ♙♟  
 ♕♙  
   ♙ 
♙  ♙ 
  ♖  
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20.f4! 
20.exf5 Qxf5 looks relatively harmless. 

20.f3 Rae8 and I think that this po-

sition is still probably better for White, 

but as long as the tension in the center 

is maintained, Black might have some 

chances at counterplay.

Editor’s note: 21.f4! Rxe4 (21...R5e7 

22.Rce1!± with the idea of e4-e5 looks 

good for White) 22.Nxe4 Rxe4 23.Qb3 

Qe7 24.Rcd1 seems to give White excel-

lent winning chances.

20...Ree8 21.Rce1  
21.Rfe1 fxe4 22.Nxe4 Rf8 was what I 

planned. 23.g3 23...Qxh3 and I didn’t 

feel like White had sufficient threats.

Editor’s note: instead, White had 

23.Qc3! eyeing the f6 square and this 

seems very strong: 23...Qg7 24.Rcd1 

Qxc3 25.bxc3 Rad8 26.Ng5! followed by 

Re7 is a possible sample line.

21...Rad8 
This was played to defend the d6 pawn. 

For instance, after the future possibility 

of ...fxe4 Nxe4, I could play ...Qf7 and 

no forks would be present in the posi-

tion.

22.Re2  
  ♜♚ 
♝♛ ♟ 
♟  ♟ 
 ♙♟  
 ♕♙  
   ♙ 
♙ ♖♙ 
  ♖  

Editor’s note: White seemed to be drift-

ing here. I would have tried to somehow 

force e4-e5. For example, 22.Rf2!? Qg7 

23.Rd2!? with the idea of playing e4-e5 

followed by Na4xc5. This again seems to 

promise White good winning chances.

22...Qg7 23.exf5 gxf5 
I considered the line 23...Qd4+ 

24.Qxd4 cxd4 25.Rfe1, but 25.Ne4 was 

very strong for White. 

24.Rfe1 Kf8 25.Kh1 Qd4 26.Qb3 Rxe2 
27.Rxe2 Rd7  
     
♝♜ ♟ 
♟    
 ♙♟  
     
♕  ♙ 
♙ ♖♙ 
   ♔ 

Allowing my opponent to keep queens 

on the board was probably the wrong de-

cision. I did not like the look of 27...Qb4 

28.Qc2 Bc8 for some reason, but per-

haps this could have provided me with 

some counterplay.

28.Qc2 Rf7 
I preferred this method of defending 

my f5 pawn as I could retain pressure on 

the d5 pawn.

29.Qc1 Re7 
Not wanting to allow Qe1, controlling 

the e-file.
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30.Rxe7 Kxe7 31.Qe1+ Kd8? 
     
♝  ♟ 
♟    
 ♙♟  
     
   ♙ 
♙  ♙ 
   ♔ 

Unfortunately, the engine indicates 

that this was losing for me. I had cal-

culated 31...Kf8! 32.Qh4 Bxd5 33.Qd8+ 

Kg7 34.Qxd6 Bxg2+ but I somehow 

missed the obvious tactic 34.Qg5+ Kf8! 

(34...Kh8 35.Qxf5+-) 35.Qxf5+ Bf7 

36.Ne4 h6!®.

32.Qh4+ Kc8 33.Qg5 Qd3 34.Kh2 
My opponent played this probably to 

stop the possibility of any perpetuals 

with ...Qf1 but it just gives me equal-

ity now. 34.Qg8+ Kc7 35.Qxh7+ Kb8 

36.Qg8+ Bc8 was the line I was antic-

ipating, and I thought that I could get 

a perpetual after something like 37.Kh2 

Qd2 38.Qg3 Qxb2 but later realised that 

39.h4! would have been crushing. The c3 

knight is beautifully placed to stop any 

counterplay of my passed c-pawn and it 

is well protected by the g3 queen.

34...Bxd5 35.Nxd5  

 
 ♚   
   ♟ 
♟    
 ♘♟  
     
 ♛ ♙ 
♙  ♙ 
     


Editor’s note: White had a mindblow-

ing resource that looks incredibly diffi-

cult for the human eye to find - the en-

gine promptly spits out 35.h4!! followed 

by charging the pawn down to h6, and 

claims that there is no defence. Black’s 

bishop has no stable outpost and it is 

really difficult for him to activate his 

passed d-pawn, which is his only source 

of counterplay. At the same time, White 

constantly has ideas of Qg8+ picking 

up the h-pawn if Black’s bishop strays 

off the long diagonal. Black is virtual-

ly in zugzwang! 35...Be6 36.Qe7! Bd7 

37.Qxh7+-.

35...Qxd5 36.Qe7 Kb8 
I played this to avoid any possible 

Qe6+.

37.h4 Qd4 38.Qf8+ Kc7 39.Qxf5 Qg7 
I had the idea of playing ...Qd7 and 

pushing ...d4.

Editor’s note: 39...Kb6!? 40.h5 c4 

41.h6 d5 would have led to a tremen-

dously exciting queen ending.
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40.h5 Qd7 41.Qf6?  
     
 ♛ ♟ 
♟    
   ♙ 
     
     
♙  ♙ 
     

Editor’s note: With a bit more time, 

White might have been able to calculate 

a win at this juncture. After 41.Qxd7+ 

Kxd7 42.h6! Ke6 43.g4 d5 44.Kg3 d4 

45.Kf3 Kf6 46.g5+ Kf5 this is the max-

imum that Black can achieve but Black’s 

queenside construction will not hold up 

due to the doubled a-pawns. After 47.b3 

a5 48.a4 Kg6 49.Ke2 Kf5 50.Kd3 Kg6 

51.Ke4 Kh5 52.Kf3 Kg6 53.Kg4, White 

achieves f4-f5 and wins.

41...d5
Now with queens kept on the board, 

the passed d-pawn indeed gives Black 

enough counterplay.

42.Qxa6 Qg4 
42...Kb8 was probably a bit safer since 

it consolidates my position, but it was 

also the more passive choice, which I 

didn’t feel was good for my chances.

43.Qxa7+ Kc6 44.Qa8+ Kc7 
I think my opponent missed this move 

because he looked pretty shocked during 

the game.

45.Qa7+ 
45.Qxd5 is obviously drawn due to the 

perpetual 45...Qh4+ 46.Kg1 Qe1+

45...Kc6 46.Qa6+ Kc7 47.Qf6 

 
     
   ♟ 
     
 ♟ ♙ 
   ♛ 
     
♙  ♙ 
     

Editor’s note: Apparently 47.Kg1!! 

wins in a rather bizarre way. The quirky 

point of this move is that after 47...Qxf4 

48.Qa7+! Kc6 49.Qa8+, Black could not 

defend the d5 pawn as 49...Kd6 50.Qb8+ 

loses his queen.

47...Qxh5+ 48.Kg3 Qd1 
I played this purely to facilitate the 

pushing of the d-pawn, which is what I 

was banking on at this point. I knew that 

this ending is probably lost but I still re-

tained some practical chances.

49.Qf7+ 
Editor’s note: I felt that it was import-

ant for White to try to get going with his 

f-pawn. For example, 49.Qe5+ Kc6 50.f5 

d4 51.f6 Qd3+ 52.Kf2 Qg6 53.Qe6+ Kb5 

54.Qb3+ Kc6 55.f7 and White wins.

49...Kc6 50.Qxh7 d4  
     
   ♕ 
 ♚   
     
     
     
♙  ♙ 
 ♛   
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At this juncture, I was feeling pretty 

confident in holding a draw now that he 

had wasted a tempo capturing my pawn 

rather than giving checks and pushing 

his passed pawn.

51.Qe4+ Kd6 52.Qe5+ Kc6 53.Qe6+ 
Kc7 54.Qc4 d3 55.Qxc5+ 

My opponent now just settled for a 

perpetual and the game was drawn due 

to threefold repetition a few moves later. 

½-½

B I S H A N  C H E S S  C L U B

The team:

• Board 1: Tan Boon Tham (Captain)

• Board 2: Muhammad Syahrul Afif 

Bin Mashkur

• Board 3: Heng Jung Yang Terris

• Board 4: Matthew Arthur

• Board 5: Kong Zi Yau Bernadette

• Board 6: Koh Wei Le Gladys

• Board 7: Trivedi Chintankumar Ta-

runkumar

• Board 8: Haresh Venkata 

Narayanaswamy

• Board 9: Sreekarthika Velmurugan 

(Silver medallist)

Bishan Chess Club is no stranger to 

online international tournaments and 

leagues (the club is also our local fea-

ture for this edition, and you can read all 

about them on page 94). All members of 

the team put up a valiant fight against a 

crosstable filled with higher rated com-

petitors, but one young player stole the 

show – the talented Sreekarthika Velm-

urugan, who is just nine years old. Her 

team members recalled how she rocked 

Bishan Chess Club when she joined last 

year, standing her ground against her 

more experienced clubmates. Despite 

being outrated in the majority of her 

games, she finished the tournament with 

4.5/6, earning herself a silver medal as 

a board prize. She has analysed her best 

game below, in which a nice tactical shot 

clinched her the full point.

M A H I M A  D H A R A N I P R A G A D A 
S R E E K A R T H I K A  V E L M U R U G A N 
S i n g a p o r e  2 0 2 1
D 0 0  Q u e e n ’ s  P a w n  G a m e :  S t e i n i t z 
C o u n t e r g a m b i t
A n n o t a t e d  b y  S r e e k a r t h i k a  V e l m u r u -
g a n

1.d4 d5 2.Bf4 c5 
With this move, Black strikes immedi-

ately in the centre, but in this move order 

has to take care not to lose the c-pawn in 

some lines.

3.c3 Nc6 4.Nf3 Nf6 5.e3 Qb6 
A typical response for Black when 

White’s dark-squared bishop is not 

guarding the b2 pawn.

6.Qc2 
Editor’s note: The main move in this 

position is 6.Qb3 after which 6...c4 

7.Qc2 Bf5 8.Qc1 Nh5! is known to be 

pretty harmless for Black. 

6...e6  
♜♝♚  
♟ ♟♟ 
 ♞♟  
 ♟   
     
  ♘  
♙♕ ♙ 
♘ ♗♖ 

An inaccuracy, as this move blocks the 

light-squared bishop behind the pawn 



Singapore Chess Magazine | 2022#1

63

chain. 6...cxd4 7.exd4 Bf5 would have 

been a better choice. 6...g6 with the idea 

of playing ...Bf5 was another plausible 

approach if Black had wanted to retain 

some tension.

Editor’s note: It is worth pointing out 

that the tactical shot 6...Bf5? would be a 

serious mistake now due to 7.dxc5!, and 

White is better after 7...Bxc2 8.cxb6 axb6 

9.Na3 due to her better pawn structure.

7.Nbd2 Bd7 8.Be2 Rc8 
Developing the rook to the same file of 

the opponent’s queen, and preparing to 

open the file.

9.Ne5 
A premature move by White, partly be-

cause as White has more space, exchang-

ing pieces could favour Black.

9...cxd4 10.Nxc6 Rxc6  
  ♚  
♟♝♟♟ 
 ♜♟  
 ♟   
     
     
♙♕♗♙ 
   ♖ 

Black missed the intermediate move 

10...dxc3, having been focused on keep-

ing the rook opposite the White queen on 

the half open file.

11.exd4 Qxd4! 
Black achieved what she was looking 

for, winning a pawn due to the pin on 

the c-file.

12.Be3 Qe5 13.Qb3  
Perhaps not the ideal square for the 

queen. Improving the knight and aiming 

pieces at the Black king would have been 

a better plan, exploiting the fact that 

Black’s pieces are as yet uncoordinated.

13...Qb8 14.Bb5 Rc8 15.Nf3 a6 16.Bd3 
Bd6 17.Rc1 Bc6  
 ♜♚  
♟ ♟♟ 
♟♝♟  
 ♟   
     
♕♗♘  
♙  ♙ 
   ♖ 

Black has no ideal squares for the 

light-squared bishop, which is stuck be-

hind the pawn chain due to her mistake 

on move 6. Despite White being a pawn 

down, both sides look to have equal 

chances.

18.Nd4 
With the Black bishop and queen both 

eyeing h2, moving one of its defenders 

away was perhaps a dubious decision.

18...0-0 19.Qc2 
Making the right choice to regroup 

White’s pieces to target the opponent’s 

king.

19...Bf4  

Sreekarthika Velmurugan earned a silver medal on 
Board 9 despite being outrated in most of her games

Photo credit: Lim Bernard Carleton
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With the intent of moving pieces back 

to the kingside and forcing an exchange.

20.Bxf4 Qxf4 21.0-0 g6 
Good prophylactic move and a standard 

plan to hinder the bishop and queen duo.

22.Qb3 Qd6 23.Rfe1 Rfe8 24.Re3 
A blunder by White, who underesti-

mated the nimble Black knight.

24...Ng4 25.Rg3 Nxf2!  
 ♜♜♚ 
♟ ♟♟ 
♟♝♟♟ 
 ♟   
     
♕♗   
♙  ♙ 
     

A nice tactical shot that allowed Black 

to gain a winning material advantage.

26.Kxf2 Qf4+ 27.Rf3 Qxc1 28.Nxc6 
bxc6 29.Qb7 Rf8 30.Bxa6 Rb8 31.Qxc6 
Rxb2+ 32.Be2 d4 33.Qd7 Qd2 34.Kg3 
Qxe2 35.Kh4 Qe5 36.Qxd4 Qxh2+ 
37.Rh3 Qxg2 38.Rg3 Qh2+ 39.Rh3 g5+ 
40.Kxg5 Qxh3 41.Kf6 Qf5+ 42.Ke7 
Rb7+ 43.Kd6 Rd8+ 44.Kc6 Qb5# 0-1 

S G C H E S S H U B @ J U R O N G S P R I N G

The team:

• Board 1: GM Andrey Kvon (Gold 

medallist)

• Board 2: IM Tin Jingyao (Captain 

and gold medallist)

• Board 3: FM Siddharth Jagadeesh 

(Silver medallist)

• Board 4: FM Lee Jun Wei (Bronze 

medallist)

• Board 5: Fang Kun (Silver medal-

list)

• Board 6: Lauren Rice

Fang Kun won a silver medal on Board 5 after beating 
one WIM, and drawing with another
Photo credit: Lim Bernard Carleton

FM Siddharth Jagadeesh achieved a silver medal on 
Board 3

Photo credit: Lim Bernard Carleton

FM Lee Jun Wei played on Board 4, earning a bronze 
medal

Photo credit: Lim Bernard Carleton

Iskandar Bin Abdullah clinched a bronze medal on 
Board 8

Photo credit: Lim Bernard Carleton
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• Board 7: FM Ashvin Sivakumar

• Board 8: Iskandar Bin Abdullah 

(Bronze medallist)

• Board 9: Sara-Ann Ang

Out of the three local teams, this was 

the strongest. Its lineup mostly com-

prised the club’s Interest Group Leaders 

– the same mostly master-level players 

that hold talks, simuls, and other activ-

ities for the club. So it’s not all too sur-

prising that the team collected no fewer 

than six board prizes, and tied for first 

in game points, emerging third after tie-

breaks. The familiar faces at the top of 

the lineup, GM Andrey Kvon and IM Tin 

Jingyao, won golds on their respective 

boards and managed a few GM scalps in 

the process, which they have kindly an-

notated for this magazine.

T I N  J I N G Y A O 
M A S O U D  M O S A D E G H P O U R 
T o r n e l o . c o m  2 0 2 1
D 3 7  Q u e e n ’ s  G a m b i t  D e c l i n e d :  K n i g h t 
D e f e n s e ,  A l e k h i n e  G a m b i t
A n n o t a t e d  b y  T i n  J i n g y a o

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.Nf3 d5 4.Nc3 Nbd7 
5.Bg5 h6 6.Bh4 dxc4  

A rather uncommon choice. 6...Be7 is 

the main move.

7.e4!?  
♜♝♚  
♟♞♟  
  ♟  
     
 ♟♙  
  ♘  
♙  ♙ 
 ♕♗♖ 


7.e3 was the more solid and better op-

tion. I was unsure of how to continue 

after 7...Nb6 but simply 8.Bxc4! Nxc4 

9.Qa4+ c6 10.Qxc4± gives White a solid 

advantage.

7...Bb4 
The engine likes 7...b5 8.Nxb5 Bb4+ 

9.Nc3 g5 10.Bg3 Nxe4 11.Qc2 Nd6= al-

though I wouldn’t have minded a posi-

tion like this with good chances for both 

sides to battle it out.

8.e5  
♜♝♚  
♟♞♟  
  ♟  
     
 ♟   
  ♘  
♙  ♙ 
 ♕♗♖ 

Played after a nearly 20 minute think. 

The other move I mainly considered was 

8.Bxc4 g5 9.Bg3 Nxe4 10.0-0 Nxg3 

11.hxg3 (apparently 11.fxg3³ is even bet-

ter, giving White some play along the 

f-file.) 11...Nb6=. I have seen positions 

similar to this where White has some 

compensation for the pawn, but it’s al-

ways scary to sacrifice material without 

seeing any concrete follow-up. I ended 

up rejecting this line for what I consid-

ered a safer option. 

8...g5 9.Nxg5 
The alternative was 9.Bg3 Ne4 10.Qc2 

Nxg3 11.hxg3 b5², where I slightly fa-

voured Black. After 9.Bg3, Black also 

had the possibility of 9...Nd5, where af-

ter 10.Qc2 (10.Rc1? b5 11.h4 Rg8!-+ and 

White is doing very badly.) 10...b5 11.a4 
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c6², Black stands better. 

9...hxg5  
♜♝♚  
♟♞♟  
  ♟  
     
 ♟   
     
♙  ♙ 
 ♕♗♖ 

I was very satisfied when I saw that 9...

Nd5 does not work on account of 10.Nf3 

Nxc3 11.bxc3 Bxc3+ 12.Ke2 f6 13.Qc2 

Bxa1 14.Qg6+ Kf8 15.exf6+- and White 

is completely winning.

10.Bxg5 c5 11.exf6 Qa5 12.dxc5 Bxc3+ 
12...Nxc5 13.Bd2± leaves Black in an 

unpleasant position.

13.bxc3 
♜♝♚  
♟♞♟  
  ♟  
     
 ♟   
     
♙  ♙ 
 ♕♗♖ 


13...Nxc5  
I calculated 13...Qxc3+ 14.Bd2 Qe5+ 

15.Be2 Nxc5 (15...c3 16.Be3 c2 17.Qd4± 

and White is definitely playing for the 

win.) 16.Be3, and thought White had 

decent chances here. The computer gives 

16...Rh4!= defending c4, and claims that 

the position is equal, but I would argue 

that White’s position is preferable for a 

human.

14.Rc1 
I spent some time trying to make 

14.Qd6 work, but sadly, White cannot es-

cape the checks after 14...Qxc3+ 15.Ke2 

Qb2+ 16.Kd1 (16.Kf3 Qc3+ 17.Kf4?? is 

suicidal. 17...e5+ 18.Qxe5+ Ne6+ 19.Ke4 

Qxe5+ 20.Kxe5 Nxg5-+) 16...Qxa1+ 

17.Ke2= with a draw. 17.Bc1 fails to 17...

Qxf6-+ as White loses protection of f6.

14.Qd4 is also bad because of 14...

Nb3!−.

14...Nd3+ 15.Bxd3 
♜♝♚  
♟ ♟  
  ♟  
     
 ♟   
 ♗   
♙  ♙ 
 ♕ ♖ 


15...Qxg5? 
The critical mistake. I was far more 

concerned about 15...cxd3 16.Be3 Bd7 

17.Qxd3 0-0-0 where Black has a fair bit 

of activity for the two pawns. White had 

to find 18.Qc4+ Bc6 19.f3± to have any 

chance at an advantage.

16.Be4 
White had to avoid 16.Bxc4 Bd7!² 

where Black actually stands better as 

White will face a lot of pressure. The lit-

tle trap is that 16...Qxg2 loses because of 

17.Qd6! Qxh1+ 18.Kd2+-.
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16...Bd7 17.Bxb7 Rb8 
  ♚  
♗♝♟  
  ♟  
     
 ♟   
     
♙  ♙ 
 ♕ ♖ 


18.Rb1?! 
The better choice was 18.Bf3 Rxh2 

19.0-0!! One exclamation mark for its 

effectiveness and another for its beauty. 

White is completely winning after 19...

Qh6 20.g3+-.

18...Qe5+ 19.Kf1 Rh6 
I anticipated 19...Qxc3 where I planned 

20.Qd6 (20.Bc6? leads nowhere af-

ter 20...Rxb1 21.Bxd7+ Kd8 22.Qxb1 

Kxd7=) 20...Qd3+ 21.Qxd3 cxd3 22.Ke1 

Rh4 23.Kd2 Ra4 24.Rb2± with very solid 

winning chances.

19...Rxh2 20.Rxh2 Qxh2 21.Qg4!+- 

also ends with an advantage for White.

20.Qd4 
A practical choice to trade queens as we 

were both down to our last few minutes.

20...Qxd4 21.cxd4 Rh4 22.Ke2 Rxd4 
23.h4 c3 24.Ke3 e5 25.Be4  
  ♚  
 ♝♟  
     
     
  ♗  
     
♙  ♙ 
♖  ♖ 


25...Rb2? 
This move all but secures the win for 

White as Black loses any chance at coun-

terplay. 25...Rc8 was a better try, and 

White would have had to find 26.Rhc1!+- 

to win. A careless move like 26.Rbc1? 

would have allowed Black enough coun-

terplay to draw: 26...c2! 27.Bxc2 (27.f3 

Rc3+ 28.Kf2 Rd2+ 29.Kg3 Bc6− The tide 

has completely turned and White is the 

one struggling to draw in this position.) 

27...Rdc4=.

26.Rxb2+- cxb2 27.h5 Ba4 28.f3 Kf8 
29.h6 Kg8 30.Rb1 Rb4 31.h7+ Kh8 
32.Kd2  
     
  ♟♙ 
     
     
♝ ♗  
  ♙  
♙  ♙ 
♖    

I lock Black’s king in the corner and 

move my king over to pick up the b2 

pawn. The rest is fairly trivial.

32...Rb6 33.Kc3 Rxf6 34.Rxb2 Rb6 
35.Rxb6 axb6 36.Kc4 Bd7 37.g4 Be6+ 
38.Bd5 Bc8 39.Kb5 f5 40.gxf5 Bxf5 
41.Be4 1-0

E N A M U L  H O S S A I N 
T I N  J I N G Y A O 
T o r n e l o . c o m  2 0 2 1
D 1 2  S l a v  D e f e n s e :  Q u i e t  V a r i a t i o n , 
S c h a l l o p p  D e f e n s e
A n n o t a t e d  b y  T i n  J i n g y a o

1.d4 d5 2.c4 c6 3.Nf3 Nf6 4.e3 Bf5 
5.Nc3 e6 6.Be2 

Usually White goes 6.Nh4.
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 6...h6 7.Bd3!?  
♜ ♚  
♟ ♟  
 ♟♟  
 ♟♝  
 ♙   
 ♗♘  
♙  ♙ 
 ♕ ♖ 

This move came as a huge surprise to 

me. The idea is that I now cannot retreat 

my bishop to g6.

7...Bxd3 8.Qxd3 Nbd7 9.0-0 Bd6 
10.Rd1 0-0 

I considered 10...Qc7 with the idea to 

go 11.e4 dxc4 12.Qxc4 e5³ for a more dy-

namic position, but I didn’t believe in it 

for Black.

11.e4 dxe4 12.Nxe4 Nxe4 13.Qxe4  
♜  ♚ 
♟♞♟  
 ♟♟  
     
 ♙♕  
  ♘  
♙  ♙ 
 ♖   

Although White has more space, the 

position is objectively equal as Black has 

no real weaknesses.

13...Qe7 14.Be3 
14.b3 was probably better, with the 

idea of placing the bishop on b2 instead. 

14...Rad8 
14...e5 most likely forces a draw: 

15.dxe5 Nxe5 16.Nxe5 Qxe5 17.Qxe5 

Bxe5=.

15.a3 a6 16.Rac1  
   ♚ 
♟♞♟  
♟♟♟  
     
 ♙♕  
  ♘  
   ♙ 
 ♖   


16...Rfe8 
I spent a long time on 16...e5 but was 

worried about 17.Nh4 exd4 18.Qxd4 Be5 

19.Nf5 Qe6 20.Qg4 which looked scary 

for Black. Here the machine suggests the 

amazing 20...h5! 21.Qxh5 g6 22.Nh6+ 

Kg7 23.Qh4 Bf6 24.Qg3 Bxb2= with 

equality, but it’s incredibly hard to cal-

culate and evaluate.

After 16...e5 17.Nh4, I could also ap-

parently have played 17...Nf6 where 

Black actually gets to play e4 with tempo: 

18.Qc2? (18.Qf3 e4) 18...exd4 19.Bxd4 

Bxh2+ 20.Kxh2 Rxd4 21.Rxd4 Qe5+-+ 

17.Bd2 e5 18.Ba5 Rc8 19.Bc3?! 
19.Re1 Nf6 20.Qf5 e4 21.Nd2 g6 22.Qh3 

h5 leads to good fighting chances.

19.dxe5 Nxe5 20.Bc3 would most like-

ly simplify to an equal position.
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19...Nf6 20.Qf5 e4 21.Ne5 Qe6  
 ♜♜♚ 
♟ ♟  
♟♟♛  
  ♕  
 ♙♟  
     
   ♙ 
 ♖   

I was happy with the outcome as I felt 

that I had fighting chances for the first 

time in this game. I saw the line 21...g6 

22.Qh3 c5 23.Ng4 Nxg4 24.Qxg4 e3² 

during the game, but didn’t think much 

of it. The computer, however, thinks 

Black has some chances here.

22.Qxe6 Rxe6 
Now White has to be careful about the 

threat of ...c6-c5.

23.f4?!  
 ♜ ♚ 
♟ ♟  
♟♟♜  
     
 ♙♟  
     
   ♙ 
 ♖   

The first real mistake. 23.b4 was bet-

ter, and it is not obvious how I can ex-

ploit the trapped e5 knight.

23...exf3 24.Nxf3 
24.gxf3 is even worse, as after 24...

Nh5− Black has very real chances.

24...Ng4 25.Re1 Rce8 26.Rxe6 Rxe6 

27.Bd2  
   ♚ 
♟ ♟  
♟♟♜  
     
 ♙ ♞ 
  ♘  
   ♙ 
     

The point is that White cannot easily 

trade rooks with 27.Re1? Rxe1+ 28.Bxe1 

Ne3 29.Nd2 as this runs into Bf4!− the 

key move. White’s poor coordination will 

allow Black to win at least one pawn in 

the coming few moves.

27...Re2 28.Kf1 Rf2+ 29.Kg1 Re2 
29...Rxd2 just falls short. 30.Nxd2 Bf4 

31.Rc2 (31.Rd1?? Bxh2+-+) 31...Be3+ 

32.Kf1 Bxd4 33.Ke2 and Black doesn’t 

have enough.

30.Kf1 Re4 
The computer thinks White is fine 

here, but I have serious practical chances 

thanks to my piece activity.

31.g3 f5 
   ♚ 
♟    
♟♟   
  ♟  
 ♙♜♞ 
  ♘  
     
  ♔  


32.Re1? 
Now White slips and loses on the spot. 
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It was very easy to miss Black’s trap as 

it appears to be a completely harmless 

move.

32...Rxe1+-+ 
White loses material no matter how he 

recaptures.

33.Nxe1 
33.Bxe1 Ne3+-+

33...Nxh2+ 34.Kg2 Ng4? 
I missed the little tactic 34...Bxg3! that 

could have won me another pawn here.

35.Nd3 Kf7 36.Kf3 g5 37.Bb4 Bxb4 
38.Nxb4 

38.axb4 b6! Stopping all counterplay.

38...Nf6 39.Nd3 Ne4  
     
♟ ♚  
♟♟   
  ♟  
 ♙♞  
 ♘♔  
     
     

Amazingly, White has no counterplay 

at all and is about to lose even more ma-

terial in the coming moves.

40.d5 Nd2+ 41.Kg2 Nxc4 42.dxc6 bxc6 
43.Nb4 Nxb2 44.Nxc6 Ke6 45.Kf3 
Nc4 46.Nb8 a5 47.a4 Kd6 48.Ke2 Kc7 
49.Na6+ Kb6 50.Nb8 Ne5 0-1 

A M I R R E Z A  P O U R R A M E Z A N A L I 
A N D R E Y  K V O N 
T o r n e l o . c o m  2 0 2 1
B 1 3  C a r o - K a n n  D e f e n s e :  E x c h a n g e 
V a r i a t i o n
A n n o t a t e d  b y  A n d r e y  K v o n

This was my first tournament game 

after a ridiculously long break and as 

such, I felt both excited and anxious for 

it. It was also the round that our team 

played against the top seed of the event, 

Pyramid from Iran. 

1.e4 c6 
A few hours before the game, I had a 

brief exchange with GM Kevin Goh that 

is telling of how “professional” Grand-

master preparation can be sometimes! I 

mentioned that I still had not prepared 

for the game yet, and Kevin asked me 

what I was intending to play against my 

rather strong opponent. I replied that 

I had been checking the Caro-Kann for 

my students (who have an average elo of 

around 1500), and that since I had just 

been looking at it, perhaps I would just 

play that! This was not the first time that 

I have used my preparation for my stu-

dents in my own games.

2.d4 d5 3.exd5 
This was a surprise. According to all 

my databases, including online chess 

platforms, Amirreza usually played 3.f3, 

and I had planned to reply with the fol-

lowing exciting line: 3...Qb6!? 4.a4 e5 

5.dxe5 a5!! 6.exd5 Bc5 with crazy com-

plications about to ensue.

3...cxd5 4.Bd3 
The Exchange Variation is a decent 

choice as White generally gets a solid 

position with a tiny advantage in most 

GM Andrey Kvon won a gold medal on Board 1
Photo credit: Lim Bernard Carleton
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cases. I assume that White went for this 

stable choice as he was surprised by my 

opening choice.

4...Nc6 5.c3 Qc7 
5...Nf6 6.Bf4 Bg4 7.Qb3 is another 

major system. Here, Black can defend 

the b7 pawn with ...Qc8 or ...Qd7 with a 

complex game ahead.

6.h3 
6.Ne2 is yet another important sys-

tem, where White insists on developing 

his bishop to f4, although Black can stop 

that with 6...Bg4. The main line goes 

7.0-0 e6 8.Qe1!? with the idea of f3 and 

in some cases, Qe1-h4.

6...e6  
♜♝♚♞ 
♟ ♟♟ 
 ♞♟  
 ♟   
     
 ♗ ♙ 
♙  ♙ 
♘♕ ♖ 

Blocking my own light-squared bish-

op might seem like a bizarre choice, but 

there was a reason behind this odd-look-

ing move. Playing mind games with my 

opponent - getting into his head, figur-

ing out his plan and creating obstacles 

for him - is one of my favourite strat-

egies to induce mistakes from the oth-

er side. Here, I realised that my oppo-

nent wanted to play a simple set-up with 

Nf3-e5, and go for mate on the kingside. 

Therefore, I decided to develop my piec-

es in a way that would not give him the 

chance to do this. More will become clear 

in the next few moves.

6...Nf6 7.Nf3 e6 8.0-0 Bd6 9.Re1 fol-

lowed by Qe2 and Nf3-e5 would give 

White an initiative on the kingside.

7.Nf3 Bd6 8.0-0 Nge7 
From e7, the knight is ready to jump to 

g6, covering the e5 square.

9.Re1 Bd7 
I was thinking of castling but during the 

game, I wasn’t sure if 9...0-0 10.Bxh7+ 

was a concern. If the Greek gift worked, 

I would have lost my first game in 15 

moves or so and that would have been 

embarrassing, to say the least. However, 

after 10...Kxh7 11.Ng5+ Kg6 12.Qg4 f5 

13.Qh4 Bd7 it seems like White has no 

checkmate after all.

10.Nbd2 
Editor’s note: perhaps, White should 

have tried to get some play in the centre 

with 10.b3!? with the idea 10...0-0 11.c4 

followed by Nc3.

10...a6 
A useful waiting move. I was waiting 

for White to go for Nbd2-f1 after which 

I would not have to worry about the un-

dermining c3-c4 move. Also, ...a6 pre-

pares for ...b7-b5, or ...Bd7-b5 in some 

cases.

11.a3  
♜ ♚  
♟♝♟♟ 
♟♞♟  
 ♟   
     
 ♗♘♙ 
   ♙ 
 ♕   
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11...Ng6? 
I probably should have castled at this 

juncture but was still hesitant due to the 

reasons mentioned above. 11...0-0 12.c4 

dxc4 13.Nxc4 Rfd8 and Black should be 

fine here, with decent play against the 

isolated pawn.

12.Nf1? 
A step in the wrong direction. 12.c4! 

would have been challenging. Over the 

board I was not too afraid of this as I 

thought I had two good responses:

• 12...dxc4 13.Nxc4 0-0 - but after 

the aggressive 14.h4!↑ White has a clear 

kingside initiative.

• 12...0-0 13.c5 Be7 14.b4 - but 

here Black is not in time to push ...e6-

e5: 14...Bf6 15.Bb2 Rae8 16.Qc2±.

12...Nce7 13.Qe2 0-0 
Again, 13...f6 would be met by 14.c4↑.

14.Ne5 Rae8  
  ♜♚ 
♟♝♟♟ 
♟ ♟♞ 
 ♟   
     
 ♗ ♙ 
  ♕♙ 
  ♘  

I could have exchanged on e5 but de-

cided against it, as I was unsure if I 

would have good winning chances in the 

resulting position. At this point in the 

game, I had the feeling that my opponent 

was losing control over the game, and he 

was burning a lot of time on the clock. 

Objectively, 14...Bxe5 was best and af-

ter 15.dxe5 Bb5! 16.Bxb5 axb5 we have 

a dream position for a French Defence 

player.

15.Bd2 
Stockfish likes 15.Nxd7 but this is 

counter-intuitive - White did not pains-

takingly bring the knight to e5 just to 

exchange it off!

15...Bc8 
I was preparing to play ...f7-f6 and 

needed my light-squared bishop around 

to cover the light squares after a later 

...e6-e5.

16.Rac1 Nc6? 
A simple oversight. I had forgotten 

that after 17.Qh5 I could not take on e5. 

I had seen this idea but forgotten about 

it in this concrete position.

Two better options for me were 16...

Qb6= or 16...f6 17.Nxg6 Nxg6 18.c4∞.

17.Qh5!  
 ♝♜♚ 
♟ ♟♟ 
♟♞♟♞ 
 ♟ ♕ 
     
 ♗ ♙ 
   ♙ 
  ♘  

Now White has regained the initia-

tive. Chess and life are unfair. Black was 

slowly outplaying White, but one inaccu-

racy crossed out all his previous achieve-

ments.

17...b5!? 
Yet another waiting move. My main 

problem in this position was the diffi-

culty in evicting the e5 knight. I spent 

quite a bit of time trying to come up with 
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a solution. I quickly realised that ...f7-f6 

was no longer an option, and that I would 

have to somehow capture on e5. Before 

I did that, however, I would have liked 

to gain some space by playing ...f7-f5. 

I then asked myself what White’s next 

move should be. N1h2 looks the most 

logical, as the knight can then jump to 

either f3 or g4. But if White plays this, 

Black could proceed with ...f7-f5 as the 

e5 knight would be pinned!

17...Bxe5 18.dxe5 Ncxe5?? 19.Rxe5! 

Qxe5 20.Bxg6+- is a nice tactic that I 

had to avoid at all cost.

18.Nh2 f5! 
I played this almost instantly and it 

shocked my opponent. Here, White spent 

a lot of time and finally played...

19.Nhf3??  
 ♝♜♚ 
   ♟ 
♟♞♟♞ 
♟♟♟♕ 
     
 ♗♘♙ 
   ♙ 
     

Chess and life are indeed unfair! White 

had finally obtained a promising posi-

tion, but panicked after missing one un-

expected move.

After 19.f4!± White would have been 

better. He could then prepare g2-g4 with 

a fearsome kingside attack in the mak-

ing.

19...Ngxe5 
It took me a while to believe that my 

opponent had just gifted me a free pawn.

20.dxe5 Nxe5 21.Nxe5 Bxe5 22.a4 
bxa4 23.Qe2 

White’s hopes are connected with 

Black’s dreadful queenside pawn struc-

ture and possible exchanges. However, 

Black is in the ascendency now.

23...Bd6 
The rest of this game, from this junc-

ture onwards, is an excellent illustration 

that the way humans play chess and the 

strongest moves suggested by chess en-

gines can be worlds apart.

23...Bf6! was stronger, leaving Black a 

clean pawn up.

24.Bxa6 f4!  
 ♝♜♚ 
   ♟ 
♗ ♟  
 ♟   
♟    
   ♙ 
  ♕♙ 
     

Opening up the opponent’s king when 

he is in time trouble is a typical practical 

decision.

25.Bxc8 Qxc8 26.c4! 
An excellent move - White was trying 

to trade pawns or create a passed pawn. 

Trying to set up a blockade with 26.Qf3? 

would not have helped, due to 26...Qc4! 

followed by e6-e5-e4.

26...f3 27.Qd3 
Not 27.gxf3? e5! with a crushing attack 

for Black.
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27...d4?!  
 ♛♜♚ 
   ♟ 
  ♟  
     
♟♙   
 ♕♟♙ 
   ♙ 
     

This was objectively a bad move but 

it somehow won the game for me. Gen-

erally, players in time trouble like to 

think in terms of patterns and plans in-

stead of concrete calculation. As such, it 

made sense to complicate the position 

and make it difficult for the opponent to 

think schematically.

27...Qd7 was probably the strongest 

continuation with 28.cxd5 fxg2→. (Ed-

itor’s note: White could still mount a 

stubborn defence with 29.Rc4!? with the 

idea 29...Qf7 30.Re2 exd5 31.Rxa4, but 

this would have been really difficult for 

White to find, especially in time trouble.)

28.Qxd4
28.c5? Bb8 and the simple and prima-

ry-school threat of Qc8-c7-h2 is annoy-

ing to defend against. 29.g3?? Bxg3!-+.

28...Bc5 29.Qe4 fxg2 
This position is equal according to en-

gines, but in an actual game where my 

opponent was grappling with time trou-

ble, a win was highly likely. As often in 

middlegames with heavy pieces, king 

safety is of paramount importance.

30.Be3 Rf6 31.Kxg2 Ref8 32.Rc2 Rg6+  
 ♛ ♚ 
   ♟ 
  ♟♜ 
     
♟♙♕  
   ♙ 
 ♖ ♔ 
     

This was a critical moment - White had 

to make a difficult choice as to where he 

should put his king.

33.Kf1? 
33.Kh1! e5 34.Kh2! followed by Rg1 

would have let him hold on for longer. 

This rather weird ‘triangulation’ idea in 

the middlegame is a rare sight! 

33...Qc7 
Now Black threatens to infiltrate with 

his pieces, starting with ...Qh2. The en-

gines insist that White can hold this but 

with such a weak king, a single inaccu-

racy can lose the game.

34.Bxc5 Qxc5 35.Qe5? 
35.Re3! with the idea of Rf3 would have 

been a stronger defence.

35...Qc6
Hello, h1 and f3 squares!

36.Re4 
36.Qe4 Qd6! and the Black queen 

threatens to invade on either h2 or d3.
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36...Qb7!  
   ♚ 
♛  ♟ 
  ♟♜ 
     
♟♙♖  
   ♙ 
 ♖   
  ♔  

A sneaky move. The queen on b7 keeps 

an eye on the long diagonal, as well as 

the b3 and f7 square.

Editor’s note: I was following this game 

live and this was my favourite move of 

the game. A subtle, innocuous-looking 

retreat, yet a very sinister move. Such 

moves are really difficult to face in prac-

tical play.

37.Ke2?? 
White had only seen the threats of 

Qb3 and Qh1. The engine screamed that 

37.Rf4! could have still been defensible 

for White despite allowing 37...Qh1+, 

but is it humanly possible to make such 

a move with a few seconds left?

37...Qf7! 
Suddenly, there is no defense against 

Black’s threats down the f-file.

38.Kd3 Rd8+? 
This was lazy of me. I was trying to 

play on my opponent’s time trouble and 

did not calculate anything. 38...Qf3+ 

39.Re3 Rd8+ 40.Kc3 Qd1-+ was one of 

the many ways to convert the position.

39.Ke2?? 
39.Rd4− was the only way to keep 

fighting.

39...Qd7!  
   ♚ 
 ♛ ♟ 
  ♟♜ 
     
♟♙♖  
   ♙ 
 ♖♔  
     

Now, there is no way to defend against 

the terrible threats of ...Qd1 and ...Qd3.

40.Qc3 Qd1+ 41.Ke3 Rf6 42.Rf4 Rxf4 
43.Kxf4 Rd3 0-1

I was quite pleased with my play - but 

my post-game analysis with the engines 

brought me right back down to earth.
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My 
Hungarian 
Experience

F M  S I D D H A R T H  J A G A D E E S H

From early September to late October in 2021, 

I played five tournaments after a 1.5-year 

break from over-the-board chess. The first 

four of these tournaments were GM norm tour-

naments held in Hungary, and the final one was a 

small open tournament in Denmark. This article is 

a recap of some of the most interesting moments 

from this trip.

Although I had prepared extensively over the past 

year, nothing can replace the practical experience 

that real chess tournaments offer.  My rustiness was 

apparent as I started my first GM norm tournament 

in Hungary with just 0.5/3. I managed to consoli-

date a little from there and made three draws to get 

to a score of 2/6. The following game was the sev-

enth round of that tournament, in which I faced a 

strong Indian IM who even had a GM norm or two.
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Siddharth with his IM norm certificate
Photo credit: Siddharth Jagadeesh
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S I D D H A R T H  J A G A D E E S H
K R I S H N A  T E J A ,  N .
B u d a p e s t  2 0 2 1  ( 7 )
B 1 0  C a r o - K a n n  D e f e n s e

This game was played in my first tour-

nament in Budapest, which, until this 

point, had not been going too well. I had 

scored 2/6 with 4 draws and 2 losses. 

Chances for an IM norm were long gone, 

so now the only thing I was focusing 

on was gaining momentum for the next 

tournaments by ending well in the last 3 

rounds.

1.e4 c6
Already a surprise; in my preparations 

for this game, I had concluded that 1...

e5 was his main weapon as of late, and 

I had some interesting lines in the Ital-

ian prepared there. However, playing the 

Caro-Kann on and off for many years 

myself, I certainly had an idea on how to 

play it for White.

2.Nf3 d5 3.d3!?
An interesting sideline that has real-

ly caught fire nowadays. The resulting 

endgame seems innocuous but Black has 

to be very precise to avoid getting slowly 

outplayed.

3...dxe4 4.dxe4 Qxd1+ 5.Kxd1  
♜♝♚♞ 
♟ ♟♟ 
 ♟   
     
  ♙  
  ♘  
♙♙ ♙ 
♘♔♗♖ 

Although White has lost the right to 

castle, this is not important here as the 

king will find a safe haven on e2. White’s 

small initative lies mainly in several 

small details. For example, the pawn on 

c6 restricts the knight on b8 from de-

veloping to its natural square. Although 

Preparing to play at the First Saturday GM Tournament
Photo credit: Siddharth Jagadeesh
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it may not seem like much, small prob-

lems can snowball quickly in these types 

of positions.

5...Bg4 6.Be2 g6 7.Ne1! 
♜ ♚♞ 
♟ ♟♟ 
 ♟ ♟ 
     
  ♙♝ 
     
♙♙♗♙ 
♘♔ ♖ 

A typical manoeuvre in this line. White 

wants to put his knight on d3, where it 

can contribute both on the queenside and 

the kingside.

7...Bxe2+ 8.Kxe2 Bg7 9.Nd3 Nd7 
10.Be3 Nh6!?

Black wants to try and bust the posi-

tion open with ...f5 before I manage to 

consolidate all my pieces with moves like 

c2-c3, and Nd2.

11.f3 f5 12.Nd2
I simply ignored the break and main-

tained the tension.

12...Nf7 13.c3 Nd6 14.a4! 
♜ ♚  
♟♞ ♟ 
 ♟ ♟ 
  ♟  
♙ ♙  
 ♘♙  
  ♔♙ 
   ♖ 

Now that I had consolidated, I tried 

to gain some space on the queenside to 

hopefully provoke a weakness there.

14...a5
He stops me for now, but the dark 

squares on the queenside are quite shaky.

15.h4!
I don’t give him time to regroup; White 

must constantly pose small threats to 

keep the initiative alive. My threat is to 

push h4-h5 and soften the kingside.

15...fxe4 16.fxe4 h5
An ugly move to play as it horribly 

weakens the g6 pawn. However, h4-h5 

was a serious threat.

17.Nf4 Nf8 18.Rad1 e5?!
I was incredibly happy after this move. 

Not only does Black lock in his bishop on 

g7 forever, he also creates a new weak-

ness on e5. Perhaps something like 18...

Bh6! would have been better, although 

Black still has to suffer after this.

19.Nd3 Nd7 20.Nc5! 
♜ ♚  
♟♞   
 ♟ ♟ 
   ♟ 
♙ ♙  
     
  ♔♙ 
 ♖ ♖ 

This is the move that made me proud 

of this game. Here, I recognised that I 

could go into a typical good knight vs 

bad bishop position where my opponent 

would have little to no chances.

20...0-0-0 21.Nxd7 Rxd7 22.Bc5! Kc7 
23.Bxd6+ Rxd6 24.Nc4 Rxd1 25.Rxd1

At this point, I was almost completely 
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sure that I would win; I had two pieces 

playing and he only had one. Not to men-

tion that he also had numerous structur-

al weaknesses.

25...Rf8 26.g3 b6 27.b3 Bh6 28.b4  
     
     
 ♟ ♟ 
   ♟ 
♙♘♙  
     
  ♔  
 ♖   

No matter how large the positional ad-

vantage, a break had to be made at some 

point. This was it.

28...axb4 29.cxb4 Bg7?
The final straw. 29...Rf6!± is a nice re-

source that I missed before I played b2-

b4. This move stops the threat of Rd1-d6 

and also opens up a new avenue for the 

bishop via f8. Nevertheless, White is still 

better.

30.b5!
Stopping all his potential counterplay 

related to ...b6-b5 and renewing the 

threat of Rd1-d6.

30...cxb5 31.axb5 Bh8 32.Rd5 Ra8 
33.Rd6

I crash in!

33...Ra2+ 34.Kd3 Ra3+ 35.Kc2 Rxg3 
36.Rc6+ Kd8 37.Nxb6 
     
     
 ♖ ♟ 
♙  ♟ 
  ♙  
     
 ♔   
     

The game is all but over - there is 

nothing Black can do to stop me from 

promoting my b-pawn without losing 

significant material. Even in this posi-

tion, one can see the sharp contrast be-

tween the ultra-active knight on b6 and 

the sorry bishop on h8.

37...Bg7 38.Rc8+ Ke7 39.Rc7+ Kd6 
40.Rxg7 Kc5 41.Nd7+ Kxb5 42.Nxe5 
Re3 43.Rxg6 Kc5 44.Nd7+ Kd4 45.e5 
Re2+ 46.Kd1 Re4 47.Rd6+ Ke3 48.e6 
Rxh4 49.e7 Re4 50.Nf6 1-0

In the final three rounds of the first 

tournament, I ended in great style with 

2.5/3. Despite my horrible start, I some-

how managed to end the tournament 

with a small gain in rating. I hoped that 

my good form would continue into the 

next tournament, which started the very 

next day.

In the first round of the next tour-

nament, I lost a very tough game with 

Black, and was then paired against the 

lowest seed of the tournament in the sec-

ond round. I hoped that I could win this 

game with White and keep my chances 

for the norm alive.
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S I D D H A R T H  J A G A D E E S H
M A H I T O S H  D E Y
B u d a p e s t  2 0 2 1  ( 2 ) 
     
♟    
♟ ♚  
  ♟♟ 
     
  ♔♙ 
♙♜   
     

We cut to move 34 of the game, where 

I was clearly a pawn ahead and on track 

for a win. I had tricked him in the open-

ing and played a solid game thus far to 

reach a winning position.

34.Rg6+?
The completely wrong idea! I spent 

the whole game being the aggressor so 

I completely forgot about my opponent’s 

counterplay. 34.e4!+− was a simple move 

that would have let me convert my ad-

vantage.

34...Kd5 35.Rb6??
35.Rg2 was the final chance to realise 

my blunder: 35...Rxg2 36.Kxg2 Ke4, and 

Black is a pawn down, but his immense 

activity will assure him a draw.

35...Bh4! 0-1
An elementary tactic; mate on f2 can-

not be prevented. It was shocking and 

sobering for me to lose a position which 

I thought was practically a guaranteed 

win.

This game basically ended my hopes 

for a norm in the second tournament as 

well. I spent the rest of the tournament 

playing catch-up, and somehow still 

managed to end respectably without los-

ing any rating. However, I still had not 

even given myself a chance so far in the 

trip to make an IM norm. 

For the third tournament, we travelled 

from Budapest to a small town named 

Mosonmagyaróvár, which is located close 

to the Hungarian border with Austria and 

Slovakia. My hopes of a decent start were 

once again shattered in the first round 

when I lost an extremely dry minor piece 

endgame with Black. In the first six 

rounds, I only scored 1.5 points with no 

wins. I once again managed to end well, 

but the IM norm was never even a possi-

bility during this tournament.

For the fourth and final tournament 

in Hungary, we came back once more to 

Budapest to play the First Saturday GM 

Tournament. For the first time in this 

trip, I managed to not lose in the first 

round, and made a solid draw with the 

black pieces. Hopefully, I would be able 

to continue playing well and score the 

required 5.5 points out of 9 to make the 

norm. The following game is the game I 

played against GM Misa Pap with White 

in the second round.

S I D D H A R T H  J A G A D E E S H
M I S A  P A P
B u d a p e s t  2 0 2 1  ( 2 )
A 6 1  B e n o n i  D e f e n s e

GM Pap and I have a little history. I 

have played him twice, and I lost to him 

both times. The second loss was especial-

ly painful as I only had to make a draw 

in that game to score what would have 

been my second IM norm. We reached a 

completely equal rook and bishop end-

game, but I faltered and let the game 
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slip. Ironically, it was this game against 

GM Pap that gave me the momentum for 

this tournament.

1.d4 Nf6
A slight surprise; he is known to be an 

avid exponent of the Leningrad Dutch 

Defense with 1...f5.

2.c4 e6 3.Nf3 c5
Luckily, I also thought there was a 

chance he would play a Benoni against 

me, so I had briefly looked through my 

notes on this in my preparations.

4.d5 d6 5.Nc3 exd5 6.cxd5 g6 7.Bf4 
♜♝♚  
♟ ♟♟ 
   ♟ 
 ♙   
     
  ♘  
♙ ♙♙ 
 ♕♗♖ 

My favourite variation - White gets 

a small, safe edge, without needing to 

memorise too much theory. 

7...Bg7 8.h3 
A calm alternative to the main line. 

8.Qa4+ is the main move, but it leads to 

wild complications after 8...Bd7 9.Qb3 

b5! 10.Bxd6 Qb6 11.Be5 0-0 where 

Black has a tremendous initiative. Moves 

like ...c4 and ...b4 would put White un-

der some serious pressure.

8...0-0 9.e3 Na6!? 
♜♝ ♚ 
♟ ♟♟ 
♞  ♟ 
 ♙   
     
  ♘♙ 
♙  ♙ 
 ♕♗♖ 

A very interesting line; normally I get 

this position with the Black pawn already 

on a6, so I hadn’t considered this option 

very deeply.

10.Be2
10.Bxa6 bxa6 11.Rc1!± was my im-

provement that I played in a game about 

a month after this one in the Asian Club 

Cup Hybrid Chess Championship.

10...Nc7
Black has annoying pressure on the d5 

pawn.

11.0-0 Re8
Intending to play Ne4 to fully open up 

the diagonal for his bishop on g7.

12.Bh2 Rb8
Threatening the typical ...b5 advance. 

12...Ne4?! would have been premature, 

because of 13.Nxe4 Rxe4 14.Nd2! Re8 

15.Nc4 Bf8 leaving White with a pleas-

ant position.

13.a4 a6 14.a5
Stopping the threat once and for all.
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14...Bf8 
 ♝♜♚ 
♟ ♟♟ 
♟  ♟ 
 ♙   
     
  ♘♙ 
  ♗♙ 
 ♕♖  

I felt the tides turning in my favour 

at this point; my opponent was making 

many passive moves while I was able to 

keep improving my position. 14...Ne4!? 

would have offered more chances with 

15.Nxe4 Rxe4 16.Nd2 Rb4 17.Nc4 Ne8³.

15.Nd2
Rerouting my knight to c4.

15...Bd7 16.Qb3
Now Nc4 becomes a serious threat.

16...Bb5
He tried to transform the position, but 

was still worse off after the series of ex-

changes that followed.

17.Nxb5 axb5 18.Bxb5 Nxb5 19.Qxb5 
Nxd5 20.Rfd1± 
  ♜♚ 
♟ ♟♟ 
   ♟ 
♕♞   
     
   ♙ 
   ♙ 
 ♖   

Due to the severe weakness on d6 and 

the threat of Nc4, Black is in trouble.

20...Re6 21.Nc4 Nc7 22.Qb3 Qd7 
23.Qb6 Na6 24.Rd2?!

A slight step in the wrong direction. I 

should have followed through with my 

plan with 24.Bxd6! but was concerned 

about the pin on my bishop on d6. As it 

turns out, this would have been winning 

for me due to a critical resource: 24...

Rd8 25.e4!, and although I temporarily 

lose the bishop, I immediately get it back 

with 25...Bxd6 26.e5!+- This would have 

ended the game right then and there.

24...d5 
   ♚ 
♟♛♟♟ 
♞ ♜♟ 
 ♟   
 ♘   
   ♙ 
   ♙ 
     

We entered into a two rooks vs queen 

position where I was still winning, but 

now I had to make a few precise moves.

25.Bxb8 Rxb6 26.Nxb6 Qe6 27.Bg3 
Nb4 28.Rad1 d4 29.exd4 cxd4 30.Rxd4 
Nc6 31.Rd5 Bb4 32.Nc4 h5 33.Ne5 h4 
34.Bf4 Kh7 35.Nxc6 bxc6  
     
  ♟♚ 
 ♟♛♟ 
 ♖   
     
   ♙ 
   ♙ 
 ♖   
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36.R5d4? 
Until this point, I had played well to 

effectively convert my advantage, but 

this move brought some unnecessary 

complications. 36.Re5! was more accu-

rate, keeping the passer on a5.

36...Bxa5 37.Bg5 Bb6 38.Rxh4+ 
     
  ♟♚ 
 ♟♛♟ 
     
     
   ♙ 
   ♙ 
 ♖   

Although I was still winning, my rook 

and bishop were now a little offside. Ad-

ditionally, the menacing black bishop 

on b6 coupled with the queen could be a 

tricky duo.

38...Kg7 39.Bd2 f6 40.Re1 Qd6 
41.Bh6+ Kf7 42.Rhe4? 

Allowing my bishop to be locked out of 

the game was a mistake; my advantage 

had evaporated by this point. 42.Bf4!± 

could have avoided sidelining the bishop.

42...g5! 43.h4 Qg3? 
Luckily for me, my opponent was at-

tracted to this funny move. However, 

this move turned out to be losing. 43...

Qd2! 44.R1e2 Qc1+ 45.Kh2 Kg6 46.hxg5 

Qf1! and Black has very good counter-

play here.

44.R1e2 gxh4?  
     
  ♚  
 ♟   
     
  ♖  
     
  ♖♙ 
     

Missing my sly trick. 44...Qd3 was still 

worse for Black, but would have kept his 

chances alive.

45.Re7+! Kg6 46.Rg7+! Kxh6 47.Rxg3 
And now, I just had the elementary task 

of converting this winning endgame.

47...hxg3 48.Re6 Bxf2+ 49.Kf1 Bd4 
50.b4 Bc3 51.Re4 Be5 52.Rc4 Bd6 
53.Rxc6 Bxb4 54.Rxf6+ Kg5 55.Rb6 1-0 

Finally! I had 1.5/2 after this game and 

at last had not rid myself of all hopes of 

a norm within the first few rounds of the 

tournament. Although I lost a game later 

in round 4, I immediately bounced back 

to win in round 5 and even managed to 

win a game in round 7 to all but secure 

the norm. In the final round, I needed 

only a draw with the white pieces against 

a GM and I made this very easily by play-

ing the ultra-solid exchange variation of 

the Slav Defense.

The objective for the trip had been ac-

complished after the fourth tournament, 

but I decided to play one more open 

tournament in Denmark. This was made 

possible by the travel bubble that Sin-

gapore had with Denmark; I also had an 

enormous desire to finally play one open 
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tournament after so many closed ones. In 

the fourth closed tournament, half of my 

opponents were the same people as the 

previous tournaments, and it quickly got 

stale. Not to mention, with only 5 boards 

in the entire tournament, there were not 

many games to spectate if your opponent 

decided to think for half an hour in a bor-

ing position. Above all, my biggest gripe 

about the closed tournaments was that 

everybody was so strong. I was often at 

the very bottom of the seeding and un-

like in an open tournament, even if I lost 

a game, I would have to play yet another 

strong GM or a motivated norm-chas-

er. There was little room for mistakes or 

rest during the closed tournaments. The 

best word I can think of to describe these 

tournaments is “exhausting”! The main 

point of playing the tournament in Den-

mark for me was just to have as much 

fun as possible.

I started off the tournament with a win 

in the first round against an approxi-

mately 2200-rated player and ended the 

first day of the tournament with a solid 

draw in the Petroff against a 2500-rated 

young Hungarian Grandmaster. I head-

ed in to the second day with 1.5 out of 

2 points and was paired with an experi-

enced Swedish Grandmaster.

S I D D H A R T H  J A G A D E E S H
S T E L L A N  B R Y N E L L
C o p e n h a g e n  2 0 2 1  ( 3 )
A 6 1  B e n o n i  D e f e n s e

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.Nf3 c5 
A surprise; my opponent is known to 

be a solid player who usually goes for the 

more balanced Bogo-Indian Defence or 

the Catalan. However, for this game, he 

chose the Benoni.

Sightseeing in Budapest between the games
Photo credit: Siddharth Jagadeesh
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4.d5 exd5 5.cxd5 d6 6.Nc3 g6 7.Bf4 a6 
This move threatens ...b5, which forc-

es White’s next move.

8.a4 Bg7 9.e3 0-0 10.h3 Qe7 11.Be2 
Nbd7 12.0-0 Rb8 13.a5 Ne8 14.Nd2 Ne5 
15.Re1 

Relatively normal play so far, but here, 

my opponent made a double-edged de-

cision.

15...f5!? 
 ♝♞♚ 
♟  ♟ 
♟  ♟ 
 ♙♟  
     
   ♙ 
  ♗♙ 
 ♕   

An interesting move that is quite typ-

ical in these types of Benoni positions. 

Black wants to eventually gain some 

space on the kingside with ...g5 and ...f4.

16.Bg3
Sidestepping the idea of g5 hitting my 

bishop.

16...Nc7 17.Qb3 Bd7 18.Rad1 Kh8  
     
♟♝ ♟ 
♟  ♟ 
 ♙♟  
     
♕  ♙ 
  ♗♙ 
 ♖   


19.Nc4? 
Overlooking a very creative idea by 

my opponent. Until this moment, I had 

played well enough to control both his 

threats on the kingside and the threat of 

...b5 on the queenside. However, after 

this move, my advantage shrank con-

siderably. A simple move like 19.Bf1!± 

with the idea of pushing f2-f4, and lat-

er breaking through in the centre with 

e2-e4, would have promised me a good 

advantage.

19...Nxc4 20.Bxc4
When I pictured this position a few 

moves back, I thought everything looked 

extremely bad for Black. I had the dan-

gerous threat of Qb6, hitting the c7 

knight and the d6 pawn, and I didn’t 

see a way for Black to force through the 

all-important b5 break. However, Black’s 

next move came as a nasty surprise.

20...Na8!  
♞    
♟♝ ♟ 
♟  ♟ 
 ♙♟  
 ♗   
♕  ♙ 
   ♙ 
 ♖   

A brilliant move that almost fully 

solves Black’s problems. It both stops 

the threat of Qb6 and forces through the 

b5 break.

21.Qc2 b5! 
Black finally gets some activity.

22.axb6 Rxb6 23.Ra1 Nc7=
With all his pieces in the game now, 
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Black has finally managed to equalise. 

Here, I completely collapsed with a hor-

rific blunder.

24.Ra5?
Completely missing the tactical shot. A 

move like 24.Qd2 would have kept a rel-

atively balanced game.

24...f4! 
Making use of his queen’s pin on the 

defenseless rook on e1, Black starts 

crashing through on the kingside.

25.Bh2 f3 26.g4? 
A blunder that should have cost me 

the game; I was so shocked by my miss 

that I completely let the house of cards 

fall apart. 26.Bf1!− is still miserable for 

White, although at least I don’t lose on 

the spot!

26...Rb4!
Playing on both sides of the board.

27.b3 Qh4? 
     
 ♝ ♟ 
♟  ♟ 
 ♙   
 ♗ ♙ 
♙ ♟♙ 
 ♕   
     

Both my opponent and I had tunnel vi-

sion here; we both accepted the fact that 

my bishop would be able to come to f1 

to defend the h3 pawn and neither of us 

tried to find a way to stop that. (That 

being said, I was still completely lost.) 

27...Rxc4! 28.bxc4 Qh4 would have been 

a quick and classy way for my opponent 

to end the game. 

28.Bf1 Bxg4! 29.Bg3! 
The only move to keep any chances 

whatsoever. With this move, the Black 

rook would also not land on g4 with 

check in the future.

29...Qh5 30.hxg4 Rxg4 31.Ne4! 
The only move once again. Although 

my position was objectively lost, I was 

hopeful that I could outfox my oppo-

nent in the complications. My plan was 

to make moves as quickly as possible to 

take as much time away from his clock as 

I could. In these types of situations when 

the attacking side has so many tempting 

continuations, it is easy to keep search-

ing and burn too much time as a result. 

This is exactly what my opponent did. He 

only had around three minutes left after 

making his next move.

31...Nxd5 32.Qd3   
     
   ♟ 
♟  ♟ 
 ♞ ♛ 
  ♘♜ 
♙♕♟  
     
  ♗  

Setting one final trap...

32...Qf5?? 
A very natural move to kick out my 

knight. If I moved the knight, Black 

would have been able to play ...Rxg3!, 

and after fxg3 would follow ...f2+, which 

would have been game over. I anticipat-

ed this move and found an amazing re-

source.

32...Nc3! would have been perfect 
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technique, distracting the knight on 

e4 from guarding the bishop on g3 and 

thereby winning the game with 33.Nxc3 

Rxg3+!-+.

33.Rd1!
Somehow or other, Black doesn’t even 

have an advantage after this brilliant 

find. In fact, it is White who has the eas-

ier position here.

33...Nb4?
In the span of two moves, the evalu-

ation swung from -11 to +4 in favour of 

White! This natural move loses the game. 

33...Nxe3! 34.Qxe3 Rxe4 35.Qd3 Be5!∞ 

keeps a complicated game with many 

chances for both sides.

34.Qxd6 Qxe4 35.Rxc5  
     
   ♟ 
♟  ♟ 
     
  ♛♜ 
♙ ♟  
     
 ♖♗  

Amazingly, all my pieces are now acti-

vated and I am about to crash through on 

the seventh rank. The immediate threat 

here is Rc4.

35...Qe8 36.Bh3  
Here, I nearly blitzed out 36.Rc7 before 

realising that it was a horrible move due 

to 36...Be5! making use of the pin on the 

g-file once again. It is never too late to 

throw the game!

36...Re4 37.Rc7 a5 38.Qd7! Qxd7 
39.Rdxd7 Rg8 40.Bf1!  
   ♜ 
 ♖ ♟ 
   ♟ 
     
  ♜  
♙ ♟  
     
  ♗  

My light-squared bishop is headed to 

c4, to dislodge the rook on g8 from de-

fending the bishop on g7.

40...h5 41.Bc4 Rxc4 42.bxc4 Na6 
43.Ra7 Nc5 44.Rxg7! Rxg7 45.Be5 1-0

A lucky, but entertaining win.

An enjoyable game with many ups 

and downs! My brilliant start with 2.5/3 

would not last long as I lost two games 

in a row in rounds 5 and 6. However, I 

managed to play a few more good games 

and ended with a decent gain in rating. 

The main point of this tournament, once 

again, was to have fun, and I definitely 

did that.

To conclude this experience – I learnt 

much more that I thought I would. Even 

though my opening preparation was in 

many cases far better than my opponent, 

often even 5-10 moves deeper, I realised 

that I had underestimated the practi-

cal side of the game of chess, and how 

preparation alone could not secure me 

a win. Playing these tournaments has 

helped me identify specific things that I 

can work on in the future. As I was also a 

full-time student, and was still required 
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to submit assignments on time during 

this period, this was a good experience 

for me to see how difficult it would be to 

juggle competitive chess and high school.  

A huge thank you to my school and my 

teachers who were a huge support when 

I was gone, as they went out of their way 

to help me keep up with schoolwork.

The memories from Hungary are defi-

nitely some that I will carry for a very 

long time. For now, I will continue to 

work on what I think I need to improve, 

and wait eagerly for the next chance to 

play.

Chess isn’t everything in life - schoolwork still had to 
be done in between tournaments
Photo credit: Siddharth Jagadeesh

http://www.chessacademysg.com
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The Professional Chess Associ-

ation of the Philippines (PCAP) 

is the latest kid on the block 

when it comes to team league tourna-

ments. Although only in its third edition, 

the Conference it organises is gradually 

establishing itself as a mainstay event 

of the region. Held online, the tourna-

ment has managed to attract teams from 

different countries and different re-

gions within the Philippines, at a scale 

that might not have been possible for an 

over-the-board team tournament.

Having participated as a guest play-

er for the Pasig City King Pirates in the 

prior season, GM Kevin Goh was invited 

in August to field a Singaporean team in 

the 3rd PCAP Conference. Aware of the 

growing itch of many peers to engage in 

the royal game competitively once again, 

he began to assemble a team worthy to 

compete against the regional power-
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house teams of the Philippines.

Team SinQGApore featured a star-stud-

ded line-up that spanned three gener-

ations and four nationalities: our new-

est home-grown grandmaster GM Kevin 

Goh, SEA Games gold-medallist WGM 

Gong Qianyun, eight-time Olympian IM 

Chan Peng Kong, Iranian IM Nima Javan-

bakht, Malaysia’s first IM Jimmy Liew, 

FM Siddharth Jagadeesh, FM Lee Qing 

Aun, FM Ashvin Sivakumar, WFM Hazel 

Liu, Indonesian WFM Diajeng Theresa 

Singgih, Teo Hong Ming, and yours tru-

ly. There were two more unseen mem-

bers to the team: CM Junior Tay, who 

worked tirelessly behind the scenes as 

the team manager; and Ms Kyra Wang, 

the creative mind behind the team’s logo 

and poster. Aside from this core team, I 

must also thank our generous sponsors 

for their support – Mr Zhang Changjie 

and his company Theme International 

Trading (the primary sponsor), as well 

as Mr Joshua Lim, Mr Ong Yujing, and 

Ms Nalini. 

In an all-play-all format, Team Sin-

QGApore competed with 23 other teams 

from the Southern Division in a series 

of blitz (3+2) and rapid (15+0) matches 

twice a week. Every match was contested 

across 7 boards, with a mandatory senior 

and ladies board and a total average Elo 

cap of 2250. The lengthy format of the 

Conference is as follows: the top eight 

teams of the Southern Division play 

against amongst each other in a knock-

out stage, as do those in the Northern 

Division. The winners of each then face 

off in a grand finale, vying for the top 

prize of 2000 USD. 

The team cruised to a third-place fin-

ish in the South, securing a place in the 

knockout quarterfinals with one match 

to spare. But this was where we faltered. 

Team SinQGApore were the favourites in 

our match against the Lapu-Lapu City 

Naki Warriors, and expected a tough but 

surmountable fight. Unexpectedly, how-

ever, the match went down to the wire 

and culminated in a 3-board Armaged-

don tiebreaker that was a roller coast-

er of emotions. GM Kevin Goh, IM Nima 

Javanbakht, and FM Siddharth Jagadeesh 

battled to keep the team in contention, 

but ultimately fell victim 1-2 to the un-

derdog Filipino team. And so, after 25 

matches spanning a gruelling 6 weeks, 

Team SinQGApore was knocked out. 

Despite some disappointment from 

the team for not progressing further, 

this was a good opportunity to shake off 

the chess rust and get in good training 

games against exceedingly strong oppo-

sition. And with the shorter time con-

trols, the tournament was tactics galore, 

and will serve as the core material for the 

first edition of this column. 

In the following pages are 12 positions 

from the games of Team SinQGApore, 

played in the 3rd PCAP Conference. All 

of them were followed up with tactical 

combinations – some jaw-droppingly 

flashy, others exuding quiet brilliance. 

Can you figure out the sequence to follow 

in each one? (Answers on page 144)



PohThan Tactics

92

1 .  R E Y E S - S I V A K U M A R
*

2 .  Y A P - L I E W
*

3 .  E N R I Q U E Z - G O H
* *

4 .  M E N D O Z A - J A V A N B A K H T
* *

5 .  P O H - C O N S T A N T I N O
* *

6 .  T E O - L A N C I O L A
* *

 
  ♕♗ 
♙    
♙  ♟ 
 ♙ ♙ 
  ♙  
     
♟♟♝  
♚ ♜♜ 
È

 
     
  ♘♙ 
 ♟♕♘ 
     
♟ ♟  
♜♟ ♟ 
  ♞♝ 
     
È

 
  ♖  
♙    
♙♗♛  
     
     
♟ ♙  
♟♟   
♚ ♜  
È

 
♖    
♙ ♘  
♙♕♗  
 ♙♙♙ 
  ♘♙ 
 ♝   
♟  ♟ 
 ♛♜  
È

 
♜♜ ♚ 
♝♞♟♟ 
♟ ♟  
♟♟   
 ♞   
 ♗   
♙ ♕  
 ♖   
Ç

 
     
 ♛ ♞ 
   ♟ 
♖♙   
♙♟♙  
     
  ♕♙ 
♖    
Ç
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7 .  W I W A T A N A D A T E - P O H
* *

8 .  S A N  D I E G O - G O N G
* *

9 .  A S U E L A - G O H
* *

1 0 .  J A V A N B A K H T - P A G A R A N
* * *

1 1 .  P O H - V I L L A N U E V A
* * *

1 2 .  Y O U N G - J A V A N B A K H T
* * *

 
     
  ♔  
 ♙   
 ♙♙♙ 
  ♙  
♟ ♟  
     
     
È

 
♔♗   
♙ ♜  
♙♙ ♙ 
 ♙ ♙ 
   ♕ 
     
     
     
È

 
     
♙    
   ♙ 
 ♙ ♙ 
  ♙  
     
 ♚   
     
È

 
♜  ♚ 
   ♟ 
♝ ♙♟ 
 ♟♟  
 ♙   
 ♗ ♖ 
♙  ♙ 
 ♕   
Ç

 
   ♚ 
     
♟ ♛  
♟ ♖♕ 
 ♟   
     
♙    
  ♖  
Ç

 
 ♖   
 ♛   
     
   ♖ 
     
  ♟♟ 
   ♕ 
   ♜ 
È
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Players blitzing out openings at Bishan Chess Club

Photo credit: Tan Boon Tham
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Home-Grown: 
Bishan Chess 

Club
S A R A - A N N  A N G

This column shines the spotlight on the 

people, groups, and places that make up 

Singapore chess. In this edition: Bishan 

Chess Club. This warm, welcoming club has made 

entry free and open to all chess enthusiasts. I knew 

I wanted to feature its story after hearing about its 

organic beginnings from its founder, Mr Tan Boon 

Tham, whose passion for the club is more than pal-

pable. Mr Tan has lived in Bishan for many years, 

and served with grassroots organisations there for 

over three decades. In 2019, he and four friends be-

gan meeting up in the area to play chess and prac-

tice for the QCD SG Chess League, usually inhabit-

ing the Bishan Community Club’s (CC) study room 

or the café on the ground floor. But with a group of 

just five, sparring eventually became a tad dull, as 

they found themselves facing the same set of open-
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ings over and over. So more players were 

invited to these gatherings for a little 

diversity, and the group grew and grew. 

Bishan Chess Club was formally found-

ed for these chess lovers in December 

2019. Mr Tan left the Citizens’ Consul-

tative Committee where he was helping 

out, and refocused his volunteer time to 

building and supporting the chess com-

munity instead.

Today, the club meets formally at a 

bigger premises – a lecture room in 

Bishan CC. They have around a hun-

dred members of all ages signed up for 

their over-the-board sessions, so it’s no 

surprise that their venue is sometimes 

oversubscribed. When this happens and 

the lecture room is filled, small groups 

of players would spill over to a Starbucks 

outlet on the ground floor of the CC, and 

continue their games there. This hap-

pens often enough that the Starbucks 

has been affectionately dubbed their lit-

tle chess café.

Aside from regular meetups, the spir-

ited club keeps a slew of online activi-

ties in the pipeline – arena tournaments, 

video lectures, virtual meetups, simul-

taneous exhibitions, and other events, 

which are held over their Chess.com, 

Lichess, and Discord pages. A wonder-

ful feature of their online programmes is 

that the club caters ample opportunity to 

spar with opponents from all across the 

world. By way of participating in glob-

al leagues such as the Chess.com Clubs 

League and 20/20 Championship League, 

club members have gotten to pit their 

skills against players from Pakistan, to 

Belarus, to Colombia, and more. In this 

way, members have no cause to worry 

about playing the same crowd repeated-

ly, even despite the travel restrictions of 

the pandemic – the online leagues have 

been a great way for them to interact 

with teams from diverse countries, while 

racking up valuable playing experience 

at the same time.

As for Mr Tan, the club was just the 

beginning of his growing involvement 

as an organiser in the chess scene. More 

recently, he has also begun assisting the 

Asian Chess Federation in running the 

Asian League 2021 Standard Daily Chess 

Players often spill over to the nearby Starbucks
Photo credit: Tan Boon Tham



Singapore Chess Magazine | 2022#1

97

“Aside from regular 
meetups, the spirited 
club keeps a slew of 
online activities in the 
pipeline... A wonderful 
feature of their online 
programmes is that 
the club caters ample 
opportunity to 
spar with opponents 
from all across the 
world.”

Competition, for which he is the Tour-

nament Director, the administrative rep-

resentative for the Singapore team, and 

a player himself. He also remains the 

kingpin of Bishan Chess Club – a playing 

space and community for which I don’t 

doubt that many local players are im-

mensely appreciative of. 

B I S H A N  C H E S S  C L U B
OTB meetups

Every Tuesday, 6.30-9.30pm (subject to 

change as per COVID regulations) 

Facebook page

https://www.facebook.com/groups/

BishanChessClub 

Chess.com

https://www.chess.com/club/bishan-

chess-club-singapore

Lichess

https://lichess.org/team/bishan-chess-

club 

Chess lovers of all ages are welcome
Photo credit: Tan Boon Tham

https://www.facebook.com/groups/BishanChessClub 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/BishanChessClub 
https://www.chess.com/club/bishan-chess-club-singapore
https://www.chess.com/club/bishan-chess-club-singapore
https://lichess.org/team/bishan-chess-club 
https://lichess.org/team/bishan-chess-club 
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A s a massive chess fan, one of 

my favourite things to do is to 

go through Grandmaster games 

played in elite tournaments. They never 

fail to yield intriguing ideas that inspire 

me in one way or another. In this regular 

column on positional and strategic play, 

I will be sharing some of the most in-

teresting examples I come across. I hope 

you might pick up a few new ideas from 

these games, as I have.

The topic for the first edition of this 

column is positional queen sacrifices. A 

good number of us have probably had the 

chance to play a flashy queen sacrifice 

in a mating combination. But how many 

would have the verve to part with their 

most powerful piece if a quick end to the 

game is not yet in sight? In rare cases, 

positional advantages can more than 

make up for the deficit in material, even 

in the long term.

Strategic 
Praxis

G M  K E V I N  G O H

P O S I T I O N A L 
Q U E E N
S A C R I F I C E S
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I was inspired to write about this by 

a masterpiece played at the FIDE Grand 

Swiss Tournament 2021, played in Octo-

ber of last year. In this game, the talent-

ed Russian Grandmaster Alexandr Predke 

unleashed a startling queen sacrifice in 

a game against the young Uzbek upstart 

Nodirbek Yakubboev, purely on the basis 

of positional compensation. 

As a Grünfeld aficionado, I am famil-

iar with the following opening varia-

tion where Black sacrifices his queen for 

a rook and bishop, and a slightly better 

pawn structure:

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 g6 3.Nc3 d5 4.Nf3 Bg7 
5.cxd5 Nxd5 6.e4 Nxc3 7.bxc3 c5 8.Be3 
Qa5 9.Qd2 0-0 10.Rb1 Nc6 11.Rb5 cxd4 
12.Rxa5 dxe3 13.Qxe3 Nxa5 
♜♝ ♚ 
♟ ♟♟ 
   ♟ 
     
  ♙  
  ♘  
♙  ♙ 
  ♗♖ 

Unfortunately, this romantic varia-

tion has fallen out of fashion – modern 

engines have brutally refuted the whole 

concept. 

In the game between Predke and 

Yakubboev, White had even less material 

for the queen, but his hyper-active piec-

es and clear, straightforward plan more 

than compensated for the sacrifice. 

A L E X A N D R  P R E D K E
N O D I R B E K  Y A K U B B O E V
R i g a  2 0 2 1  ( 2 )
E 7 1  K i n g ’ s  I n d i a n  D e f e n s e :  M a k o g o n -
o v  V a r i a t i o n

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 g6 3.Nc3 Bg7 4.e4 d6 
5.h3!?

A quirky sideline which is only the 

5th most frequently played move in this 

highly topical position. The idea of this 

move is to support systems associated 

with Be3, and prepare g2-g4 in some 

cases. The main move here is the Clas-

sical 5.Nf3.

5...0-0 6.Bg5 Nc6 
♜♝ ♚ 
♟ ♟♟ 
 ♞ ♟ 
     
 ♙♙  
   ♙ 
♙  ♙ 
 ♕♗♖ 

Developing the knight on the c6 square 

is a natural King’s Indian approach but 

this is surprisingly highly uncommon. In 

fact, this is only Black’s 9th choice ac-

cording to my database!

6...h6?! 7.Be3 is the point behind 

White’s previous move. He argues that 

...h6 is potentially a weakening move, 

and that he could gain a tempo with Qd2 

in the future. In addition, the h6 pawn 

may serve as a hook if White decides to 

launch a pawn storm on the kingside.

The Benoni approach with 6...c5 is 

the most critical response. After 7.d5 e6 

8.Bd3 exd5 9.cxd5 Re8 10.Nf3 c4!? 11.Bc2 

b5 12.a3 Nbd7 as played in Kramnik-Gri-
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schuk, Monte Carlo 2011, the game would 

be headed for a complex but balanced 

struggle.

7.Nf3 h6
I believe that Yakubboev had not an-

ticipated White’s startling response on 

move 12. If he had, he would probably not 

have initiated the following sequence, 

played with the intention of forcing a 

simplification of the position.

8.Be3 e5 9.d5 Nd4 
♜♝ ♚ 
♟ ♟  
   ♟ 
 ♙   
 ♙♙  
  ♘♙ 
♙  ♙ 
 ♕♗♖ 

A rather unusual theme that is based 

on a tactical sequence. 9...Ne7 is the 

usual King’s Indian move but here, 

White could continue with 10.g4 making 

it more difficult for Black to pursue his 

kingside agenda.

10.Nxd4 exd4 11.Qxd4 
11.Bxd4 Nxe4 12.Nxe4 Qh4! 13.g4 Re8 

14.Bg2 Bf5 wins back the pawn with 

easy equality. 

11...Ng4 
♜♝ ♚ 
♟ ♟  
   ♟ 
 ♙   
 ♙♙♞ 
   ♙ 
♙  ♙ 
  ♗♖ 

This was Black’s tactical point behind 

the whole sequence starting with 7...

h6. Black believed that his domination 

down the a1-h8 diagonal was more than 

enough compensation for the pawn defi-

cit. Such pawn sacrifices to activate the 

g7 bishop are actually quite thematic in 

several openings. But in this particular 

scenario, Black was in for a rude awak-

ening......

12.hxg4!!  
♜♝ ♚ 
♟ ♟  
   ♟ 
 ♙   
 ♙♙♙ 
     
♙  ♙ 
  ♗♖ 

This sacrifice made huge waves in the 

chess world when it was played, and 

deservingly so. At first glance, White’s 

compensation for the queen seemed neg-

ligible, and there was no clear follow-up 

in sight - let alone a dashing checkmat-

ing finish, which is normally what we 
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want after such a significant material 

investment.

12...Bxd4 13.Bxd4 Kh7
An unfortunate move that Black was 

forced to play. Black would dearly have 

loved to move the weak h6 pawn back to 

its original square. Unfortunately, h6-h7 

happened to be illegal.

14.Be2  
♜♝   
♟ ♟♚ 
   ♟ 
 ♙   
 ♙♙♙ 
     
♙ ♗♙ 
   ♖ 

It’s a good time to take stock of the 

position. White has sacrificed his queen 

for the meagre return of two minor piec-

es and a pawn. But the old adage that 

it’s the pieces that are left on the board 

that matter, and not the ones that have 

been captured, rings especially true here. 

White has a beautiful, unopposed dark-

squared bishop dominating the long di-

agonal. The weakness on h6, arising from 

Black’s seventh move, is a great target 

for White’s rooks, which will threaten to 

invade the h-file. White could also easily 

create a pawn storm on the kingside with 

his f and g-pawns. One might expect 

moves like f2-f4, g4-g5, and then g2-g4 

to happen if Black fails to play active-

ly. It is always important to consider the 

possible plans for both sides and it was 

clear to me that Black had no counterplay 

against White’s threats. His heavy pieces 

lack scope in the absence of open files, 

and his light-squared bishop is severely 

restricted by White’s pawns, which are 

mostly placed on light squares. All these 

factors indicate that White has fantastic 

compensation, and the outcome of the 

game proved this too.

People often ask me what the main dif-

ference is between a Grandmaster and a 

non-Grandmaster, and I believe that one 

of the key skills that set GMs apart is the 

ability to assess a position with great-

er accuracy. GMs are able to identify the 

key features of the position better, and I 

felt that the Russian super GM’s evalu-

ation of this position and his fine tech-

nique in the rest of the game was truly 

impressive.

14...f5?!
An understandable decision to lash out 

in the hope of finding active play. How-

ever, this made White’s task simpler.

Black could have hunkered down with 

14...Rg8 but after 15.0-0-0 g5 16.Bd3 

Rg6 17.f3 f6 18.Rh5, White has the clear 

plan of doubling rooks on the h-file, and 

then manoeuvring his knight to the f5 

square.

14...c5!? was possibly best, although 

after 15.dxc6 bxc6 16.f4! c5 White had 

the brilliant 17.Rxh6+! Kxh6 18.g5+ 

Kh7 19.Bf6, after which Black is help-

less against White’s mating threats, and 

would have to return his spare queen to 

survive a bit longer. 

15.exf5 gxf5 16.Rh5!
Controlling the g5 square to prevent 

future possible queen checks.

16...Kg6
Trying to exchange a pair of rooks 

with 16...Rg8 would not have helped ei-
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ther, thanks to the following variation: 

17.0-0-0 Rg5 18.Rdh1 Rxh5 19.Rxh5 Kg6 

20.g5! hxg5 21.Rh8! with the dual threats 

of attacking the queen and checkmate 

with Bh5 on the next move. 

17.Kd2 fxg4 18.Rah1 
Black was helpless as White saw 

through his direct plan of doubling down 

the h-file - although he finally managed 

to develop his light-squared bishop on a 

decent square.

18...Bf5 19.Rxh6+ Kf7 20.R1h5 Ke7  
♜    
♟    
     
 ♙♝♖ 
 ♙ ♟ 
     
♙ ♗♙ 
     

It may not be apparent to the human 

eye, but White already had a winning ad-

vantage at this juncture. As an interest-

ing experiment, I switched on my engine 

to see just how many winning moves 

there are in this position and to my utter 

astonishment, there are 17.

21.Nd1!
Classy stuff from the Russian GM. De-

spite the large material deficit, he non-

chalantly manoeuvred his knight to a 

better square, confident in the knowl-

edge that Black had no means to improve 

his errantly placed pieces. The knight 

is headed to e3, where it will attack the 

f5 bishop and g4 pawn and at the same 

time, while also allowing White’s dark-

squared bishop to retreat to c3 if it is ever 

attacked by ...c7-c5.

Not to worry, I have no intention of an-

alysing all the other 16 winning moves. 

I chose just one fascinating variation to 

highlight: 21.Bd3! This looks complete-

ly insane but the oblique idea behind it 

will be clear in a few moves. 21...Bxd3 

22.Kxd3 Kd7 23.Rh7+ Kc8 24.Rh8! 

White wins the queen back by force and 

even emerges with a crushing material 

advantage. 

21...c5 22.Bc3 Kd7 23.Ne3 Bb1 
24.Bxg4+ Kc7 25.f3! 
♜    
♟    
     
 ♙ ♖ 
 ♙ ♗ 
  ♙  
♙  ♙ 
♝    

It was amazing to see White calmly 

taking his time to make little, incremen-

tal improvements even while a queen 

down.

25.Kc1! would have eventually trapped 

the bishop after 25...Be4 26.f3 Bd3 
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27.Kd2 Bb1 28.Rh1 Bxa2 29.Ra1.

25...Qe8 26.Rh1 Bg6 27.Re1 Rg8 
28.Be6 Qf8 29.Reh1 Re8 

White is primed to win an exchange 

now after more manoeuvring but first, 

he takes care not to allow for any form of 

counterplay with ...Qf4.

30.R1h4! Rxe6 31.dxe6 Qe8 32.Nd5+ 
Kc6 33.Nf6 Qe7 34.Rg4! 

And with this, Black had enough and 

resigned. 1-0 
34.Nxg8 would also have won the 

game handily but White was never going 

to allow a sniff of counterplay, which he 

might have seen after 34...Qg5+ 35.Kd1 

Qxg2.

This game reminded me of another fa-

mous queen sacrifice that was played a 

couple of years ago. Rather amusingly, 

the opening was a very similar variation 

of the King’s Indian; but this time, it was 

Black who sacrificed his queen.

A L I R E Z A  F I R O U Z J A 
M U R A L I  K A R T H I K E Y A N
X i n g t a i  2 0 1 9  ( 5 )
E 7 1  K i n g ’ s  I n d i a n  D e f e n s e :  M a k o g o n -
o v  V a r i a t i o n

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 g6 3.Nc3 Bg7 4.e4 d6 5.h3 
0-0 6.Be3 

This system is associated with the 11th 

World Chess Champion, Anatoly Karpov, 

who played this regularly in the 2000s. It 

also a favourite of Firouzja’s, and this is 

not the first time he has played it.

6...c5!? 
As mentioned in my annotation of the 

previous game, I believe that the Benoni 

approach is generally the most critical in 

these lines.

7.Nf3
 Readers who are not familiar with the 

King’s Indian might wonder what the 

deal is after 7.dxc5 Qa5 (7...dxc5 8.Qxd8 

Rxd8 9.Bxc5 just wins a pawn for White 

with insufficient compensation.) 8.Bd3 

dxc5. It seems that after 9.e5 Kotroni-

as’s recommendation of 9...Nh5!, with 

the idea 10.g4 Rd8 gives Black fantastic 

tactical chances.

7.d5 e6 would lead to some kind of Be-

noni. 

7...Qa5!? 
 
 
♜♝ ♚ 
♟ ♟♟ 
   ♟ 
     
 ♙♙  
  ♘♙ 
♙  ♙ 
 ♕♗♖ 


A rather enterprising move played by 

the young Indian talent. 7...cxd4 is the 

main line, after which 8.Nxd4 Nc6 9.Be2 

Bd7 would enter into a weird Accelerat-

ed Dragon where White has committed to 

h2-h3 rather than the usual f2-f3. Still, 

there is nothing wrong with this position 

and hundreds of Grandmaster games 

have continued this way. 

8.Nd2?! 
 An innovation by the Iranian-born 

prodigy but unfortunately, not one that 

he will look back fondly on.

8.Qd2 looks natural but after 8...

Nc6 9.Rd1! (9.d5? Nd4! 10.Nxd4 cxd4 

11.Bxd4 Nxe4! is a curious tactic that al-

lows Black to gain either the bishop pair 
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or a healthier pawn structure by force.) 

9...e5! Black has gained a mighty foot-

hold on the d4 square and seems to have 

equalised by force.

8.Bd3! is the main move and White 

has scored quite well here in practice. 

Black will face some difficulties in get-

ting healthy counterplay - for example, 

8...cxd4 9.Nxd4 Nc6 10.0-0 Be6 11.Be2! 

gives White a typical Maróczy bind.

8...cxd4 9.Nb3?  
♜♝ ♚ 
♟ ♟♟ 
   ♟ 
     
 ♙♙  
♘  ♙ 
♙  ♙ 
 ♕♗♖ 

White insisted on getting the afore-

mentioned Maróczy bind but much to 

his chagrin, ended up with a horrendous 

pawn structure instead. It is somewhat 

surprising that a player with such a fine 

feel of the initiative like Firouzja could 

miss such a beautiful sacrifice.

9.Bxd4 was of course not the intent 

behind White’s suspect manoeuvre on 

move 8, but this might have been his 

best shot. Black is very comfortable after 

9...Be6 10.Nb3 Qd8 followed by ...Nc6 

as White’s pieces are awkwardly placed.

9...Qxc3+!!  
♜♝ ♚ 
♟ ♟♟ 
   ♟ 
     
 ♙♙  
♘  ♙ 
♙  ♙ 
 ♕♗♖ 

Just wow! Let me share a little secret 

- such moves are not all that impossi-

ble for strong players to find; but that 

doesn’t make them any less beautiful. As 

someone who has played a fair amount of 

chess as an amateur, I am deeply envious 

of anyone who has the chance of playing 

such aesthetic sacrifices.

10.bxc3 dxe3 11.f3  
♜♝ ♚ 
♟ ♟♟ 
   ♟ 
     
 ♙♙  
♘ ♙♙ 
♙  ♙ 
 ♕♗♖ 

In return for his hefty material invest-

ment, Black has given White an awful 

queenside pawn structure, and saddled 

him with those doubled c-pawns. He 

has just two minor pieces for the queen, 

but they are the better minor pieces. 

With the majority of White’s pawns on 

light squares, his light-squared bishop 

is comparable to a big pawn. Black’s In-
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dian bishop, in stark contrast, remained 

powerfully unopposed for the rest of the 

game. Black also had the simple and 

straightforward plan for piling his rooks 

onto the c-file, establishing firm control 

over the only meaningful half-open file 

in the position at this juncture, and tar-

geting those weak c-pawns.

A finer point is that Black should not 

hurry to capture those pawns, as he 

does not want to liberate White’s light-

squared bishop and rooks even if he re-

gains a little material. Black’s positional 

compensation for the queen was more 

than sufficient.

10 years ago, chess engines were much 

more materialistic, but the engines of to-

day agree with me and indeed give Black 

a small plus.

11...Nh5 12.Qc1 Bh6 
Thematically going after White’s dark 

square weaknesses.

13.g4 
An ugly move that White certainly did 

not want to play. However, it is already 

tough to find reasonable moves for him.

13...Nf4
13...Ng3 14.Rg1 Bf4 15.Nd4 Nd7 also 

looked very nice for Black.

14.Kd1 Ne6 15.Kc2 Nc6 16.h4 Bf4 
17.Qd1 Ne5 18.Nc1 Bd7 19.a4 Rac8 
 ♜ ♚ 
♟♝♟♟ 
  ♞♟ 
     
♙♙♙♙ 
  ♙  
 ♔   
 ♕♗♖ 


This position is already a far cry from 

the previous diagram. Black has im-

proved all his pieces, while White has 

spent his last few turns making weak-

ening pawn moves. Black already has a 

decisive advantage at this juncture and 

he proceeded to win the game with fine 

technique.

20.Ne2 Bh6 21.g5 Bg7 22.Bh3 Nxf3 
The harvest has begun! White’s pawns 

are about to start falling like flies.

23.Qd3 Ne5 24.Qxe3 Nxc4 25.Qf2 Rc5! 
Positioning pieces on useful and se-

cure squares is a sign of fine technique. 

Meanwhile, do spend a moment to ap-

preciate just how powerful Black’s dark 

bishop is, staring down that long diag-

onal.

26.Rhb1 Bc6 27.Bg2 f5!
Opening up the f-file and bringing his 

final piece into the game - the as yet un-

der-utilised f8 rook.

28.gxf6 Bxf6 29.Rf1 Bxc3! 
I find it a pity to give up the dark-

squared bishop - but well, it does win 

back the queen with a whole handful of 

pawns in return for the exchange.

30.Qxc5 Nxc5 31.Rxf8+ Kxf8 32.Kxc3 
Ne5 
     
♟  ♟ 
 ♝ ♟ 
     
♙ ♙  
     
  ♘♗ 
     

With three pawns for the exchange 
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and far better pieces, Black is completely 

winning at this point. Alireza fought as 

hard as he could but the result was never 

in doubt.

33.a5 Nxe4+ 34.Bxe4 Bxe4 35.Nd4 
Bd5 36.Nb5 a6 37.Nc7 Bc6 38.Rf1+ 
Kg7 39.Ne6+ Kh6 40.Rf8 Kh5 41.Rh8 
h6 42.Rh7 Kxh4 43.Rxh6+ Kg4 44.Nd4 
Kg5 45.Rh2 Bd5 46.Re2 Kf4 47.Rf2+ 
Nf3 48.Re2 e5 49.Nc2 Be4 50.Ne3 d5 
51.Kb4 Nd4 52.Re1 Kf3 0-1 

I hope you enjoyed these examples as 

much as I did; and if you ever have the 

fortune to sacrifice your queen in good 

style, please remember to share your 

games with us!

“In rare cases, 
positional advantages 
can more than make 
up for the deficit in 
material, even in the 
long term.”

http://www.forwardchess.com
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Reader’s 
Contest

How many world champions (both men and 

women) have held chess exhibitions in Singa-

pore?

Email your answer to

sgchessmag@singaporechess.org.sg.

The first three readers to reply with the right an-

swer will win a book voucher, courtesy of Forward 

Chess.

mailto:sgchessmag%40singaporechess.org.sg%20?subject=Submission%3A
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G M  K E V I N  G O H

Rising Star: 
Alireza Firouzja

Late last year, Alireza Firouzja 

made waves in the chess world by 

becoming the newest addition to 

the 2800 club, and overtaking Magnus 

Carlsen as its youngest ever member. I 

don’t know how many people can claim to 

have outdone any of Magnus’s chess-re-

lated conquests; but to make Alireza’s 

achievement even more astounding, this 

super GM is not much older than the av-

erage junior college student around here.

His surge past the elusive 2800 mark 

comes on the heels of consecutive sensa-

tional performances in late 2021. He won 

the FIDE Grand Swiss Tournament 2021 

with a colossal score of 8/9, and moved 

on to represent France in the 23rd Eu-

ropean Team Chess Championship 2021 

a few days later, which he ended with a 

dizzying tournament performance rating 

of 3015. He also earned the gold medal 

on Board 1, and helped the team of his 

adopted country to second place, ahead 

of many strong regional rivals. 

The future looks tremendously bright 

for this young player, and this article 

takes a look at his many strengths as a 

player - illustrated by the most impres-

sive games of his triumphant streak in 

the last quarter. 
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Firouzja competing at the FIDE World Cup 2021

Photo credit: IM Eric Rosen
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1 .  O P E N I N G  P R E P A R A T I O N

Firouzja is predominantly a 1.e4 play-

er, and has had great success against 1...

e5 with the Giuoco Piano. His deep open-

ing preparation was on full display in the 

following game against Indian super GM 

Sasikiran.

A L I R E Z A  F I R O U Z J A 
K R I S H N A N  S A S I K I R A N  
R i g a  2 0 2 1  ( 8 . 1 )
C 5 4  I t a l i a n  G a m e :  G i u o c o  P i a n o

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bc4 Bc5 4.c3 Nf6 
5.d3 0-0 6.0-0 d5 7.exd5 Nxd5   
♜♝ ♚ 
♟ ♟♟ 
 ♞   
 ♞   
 ♗   
 ♙♘  
♙  ♙ 
♘♕♖  

This approach with quick castling and 

an immediate ...d5, staking a claim in 

the centre, was for a long time wide-

ly acknowledged as Black’s best try for 

equality in the Giuoco Piano. It was such 

an effective weapon that White players 

tried various move orders to avoid enter-

ing this line, such as delaying c2-c3, or 

playing an early h3 or Nbd2. However, it 

seems that the top players are now more 

accepting of this variation with White, 

as can be seen from recent theoretical 

developments. For instance, Anish Giri, 

who ranks within the top 10 in the world, 

advocated this variation for White in his 

Chessable course on the Giuoco Piano.

8.Re1   
8.a4 is the other critical main line. 

8...Bg4 9.Nbd2!   
This is currently the fashionable line. 

9.h3 was the older main line, but af-

ter 9...Bh5, Black has Marshall-like 

counterplay with 10.g4 (10.Nbd2 Nb6 

11.Bb3 Qxd3 12.Nxe5 would transpose to 

9.Nbd2.) 10...Bg6 11.Nxe5 Nxe5 12.Rxe5 

c6 13.Qf3 Bd6®.

Editor’s Note: Even more recently, Fir-

ouzja essayed the rare 9.a4!? in sever-

al games at the World Rapid and Blitz 

Championships, one of which was the 

critical final round win that clinched him 

the bronze medal in the blitz event. I 

think it is likely that this will be the next 

trend in this extremely popular variation 

of the Giuoco Piano. 

9...Nb6 10.h3   
It has been worked out that after 

10.Bb5 Bd6 11.h3 Bh5 12.Ne4 f5!, Black 

achieves great counterplay and indeed 

has a healthy win rate from this position.

10...Bh5 11.Bb3  
♜  ♚ 
♟ ♟♟ 
 ♞   
   ♝ 
     
♗♙♘♙ 
♙  ♙ 
 ♕   


11...Kh8?  
Having personally known Sasikiran 

to be a hardworking chess profession-

al, I was surprised that he committed an 

opening error this early in the game.
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11...Qxd3! is considered the main line, 

and gives Black the best chance to achieve 

equality: 12.Nxe5 Qf5! (12...Bxd1? 

13.Nxd3 Bxb3 14.axb3³ might seem even 

superficially, but in fact White has a 

pleasant advantage - he has an easy plan 

of advancing his queenside pawns, and 

active squares for his knights. After 14...

Be7 15.b4 a6 16.Ne4 Nd7 17.Bf4 Rac8 

18.Rad1 Rfd8 19.g4! White was clear-

ly better in Giri-Harikrishna, Shenzhen 

2019, and he won a model game.) 13.Nef3 

Rad8 14.Qe2 This is just the starting po-

sition of the theoretical battleground 

regarding Black’s aforementioned ap-

proach to the Giuoco Piano. To give you 

an idea of the difference between ama-

teurs and masters - Grandmasters play-

ing this line would have investigated this 

position deeply, while most amateurs 

might end their preparation here!

12.Ne4 Nd7   
♜    
♟♞♟♟ 
 ♞   
   ♝ 
  ♘  
♗♙♘♙ 
♙  ♙ 
 ♕   

12...Bd6 13.g4! Bg6 14.d4 exd4 

15.Nxd4 Nxd4 16.Qxd4 Be7 17.Bf4 was 

very pleasant for White and was played 

in Giri-Inarkiev, St Petersburg 2018. The 

top Dutch player clearly knew his stuff, 

and again proceeded to win another 

model game.

13.Bd5!   

Precise play, putting pressure on the 

c6 knight. The likelihood of having his 

queenside pawns crippled will hold Black 

up.

13...f5?
Black understandably lashes out in the 

hope of getting kingside counterplay, 

but this fails to concrete tactics. 13...Bb6 

would have been more solid, but White 

remains better after 14.b4 due to his 

space advantage and the lack of active 

plans available to Black.

14.Neg5  
Black had no good way to defend 

against the disastrous threat of Ne6, and 

decided to continue his kingside attack 

by sacrificing the exchange. This strate-

gy might have worked against lesser op-

ponents but Firouzja fended off the on-

slaught with ease, as if he were swatting 

a fly.

14...h6   
14...Qf6 15.Ne6 with the dual threats 

of Nxf8 and Bg5 would have won the ex-

change in similar fashion.

15.Ne6 Qf6 16.Nxf8 Rxf8 17.d4!  
A straightforward and strong response 

- Black’s attack falls apart before it even 

begins.

17...e4   
17...exd4 18.Re6! Qd8 19.Bxc6 bxc6 

20.Bxh6!+-
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18.dxc5 Nde5    
     
♟    
 ♞   
 ♗♟♝ 
  ♟  
  ♘♙ 
♙  ♙ 
 ♕   

Black is a whole rook down, but has 

at least managed to exert considerable 

pressure on White’s kingside. For in-

stance, if Black had another move here, 

capturing on f3 would win him the game. 

I believe that both players calculated and 

saw this position several moves prior, 

but Firouzja had likely calculated deeper 

and foreseen the upcoming queen sacri-

fice.

19.Nxe5! Bxd1 20.Nd7 Qd8 21.Bxc6 
Re8 22.Rxd1 bxc6 23.Bf4    
  ♜  
 ♘   
 ♟   
  ♟  
  ♟  
   ♙ 
♙  ♙ 
 ♖   

The point of the queen sacrifice! White 

eventually emerges with a decisive ma-

terial advantage, and there is no more 

kingside attack to worry about. Firouzja 

went on to convert this position flaw-

lessly.

23...Qh4 24.Bxc7 e3 25.fxe3 Rxe3 
26.Rd4 Qe7 27.Bf4 Re2 28.b4 Qe8 
29.Rf1 Qe6 30.Rf2 Rxf2 31.Kxf2    
     
 ♘   
 ♟♛  
  ♟  
     
   ♙ 
♙  ♙ 
     

Note how White’s pieces protect each 

other - this is a sign of fine technique!

31...Qxa2+ 32.Bd2 Qe6 33.c4 a6 
34.Bf4 Qe7 35.b5    

The final breakthrough. There is no 

stopping the passed c-pawn.

35...axb5 36.cxb5 Qe6 37.b6 Qb3 
38.Kg1 g5 39.Bd2 g4 40.Rb4 Qd1+ 
41.Kh2 g3+ 42.Kxg3 f4+ 43.Kh2 1-0  

While Black did not test his opponent 

fully from a theoretical standpoint, Fir-

ouzja’s easy conversion of his advantage 

was really impressive.

Two days later, Firouzja was pitted 

against English GM David Howell (who 

has a connection to Singapore as his 

mother was born here). Winning the full 

point would have ensured that Firouzja 

was the sole leader of the Grand Swiss 

going into the final round - and he did 

not disappoint.
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A L I R E Z A  F I R O U Z J A 
D A V I D  H O W E L L  
R i g a  2 0 2 1  ( 1 0 . 1 )
C 5 4  G i u o c o  P i a n o

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bc4 Bc5 4.0-0 Nf6 
5.d3 h6 6.c3 d6 7.Re1    
♜♝♚  
♟ ♟  
 ♞   
     
 ♗♙  
 ♙♘  
♙  ♙ 
♘♕   

The Giuoco Piano is all about subtle nu-

ances. White generally makes the moves 

c3, d3, 0-0, Re1, Nbd2, and h3 in one 

move order or another, but it is import-

ant to choose the right one depending on 

Black’s move order. For example, 7.h3 is 

a well-known imprecision because of 7...

g5!, and Black gets to play for a kingside 

attack since he has not castled yet. As 

such, White generally plays h3 only after 

Black has castled.

7...0-0 8.h3!   
Now that ...g5 is not so viable, h3 be-

comes a useful move, stopping future 

...Ng4 ideas.

8...a5!?   
This is one of the most trendy set-

ups in the Giuoco Piano. 8...a6 is the 

main move for Black, and after 9.a4 Ba7 

10.Nbd2 we arrive at the most topical 

and strategically complex position of the 

Giuoco Piano. There are many plans and 

strategies at Black’s disposal, and many 

top level games have been played from 

this position in the past few years.

9.Nbd2   
9.d4 Ba7 10.Bb3 Re8 11.Bc2 exd4 

12.cxd4 Nb4 13.Nc3 Nxc2 14.Qxc2 is an-

other approach for White, but giving up 

the light-squared bishop is not to my 

own taste.

9...Be6 10.Bb5   
To showcase his flexibility, Firouzja 

also essayed 10.Bxe6!? fxe6 11.Nb3 in the 

last round of the European Team Cham-

pionships against Shakhriyar Mamedy-

arov, which will be covered later in this 

article.

10...Ba7   
The mysterious manoeuvre 10...Qb8!? 

11.Nf1 Qa7, activating the queen in un-

orthodox manner, was made famous by 

Ding Liren in 2018 and is now a well 

known idea in this line. It would have 

been interesting to see what Firouzja had 

up his sleeve if Howell had continued 

this way.

11.Nf1 Ne7 12.Ng3 c6 13.Ba4 b5 
14.Bc2 a4 15.d4     
♜  ♚ 
  ♟  
 ♟♝  
♟    
♟ ♙  
  ♘♙ 
♙♗ ♙ 
 ♕   

We have arrived at a typical Giuoco Pi-

ano middlegame. Both sides may be sat-

isfied with how the opening has gone. 

White has achieved the ideal pawn cen-

tre, while Black has made significant 

progress on the queenside. White has 
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perhaps a small edge thanks to his stake 

in the centre, but the position remains 

complex with chances for both sides to 

err.

15...Ng6 16.Be3 Re8 17.Bd3 Bb6 18.a3 
Qc7 19.Rc1 Ba5!?   
♜ ♜♚ 
  ♟  
 ♟♝♞ 
♟    
♟ ♙  
 ♗♘♙ 
   ♙ 
 ♕   

Threatening to capture on d4 - since 

the c3 pawn is pinned, White would have 

to recapture with a piece, which is hardly 

ideal. Hence, White wisely moved his e1 

rook out of the way.

20.Re2 Qb7 21.c4  
Initiating complications on the queen-

side. Black had played well so far and has 

a stable position, so it was necessary to 

try and shake things up.

21...bxc4 22.Bxc4 d5 23.Bd3    
♜ ♜♚ 
♛ ♟  
 ♟♝♞ 
 ♟   
♟ ♙  
 ♗♘♙ 
  ♖♙ 
 ♕   

The tension in the centre, with numer-

ous possible captures and recaptures, re-

sembles a boiling cauldron. How should 

Black deal with those pawns?

23...exd4?!   
This was not a mistake per se, but it 

did land Black in a tough position where 

he had to be extremely precise in order to 

hold the balance.

I was thoroughly surprised that the 

machine screamed 23...c5! throwing 

more wood into the fire! Here’s a possi-

ble continuation: 24.Rxc5 dxe4 25.Nxe4 

Nxe4 26.Bxe4 Qxe4 27.Bd2! Winning 

back the piece. 27...Qb7 28.Bxa5 
♜ ♜♚ 
♛ ♟  
  ♝♞ 
     
♟    
  ♘♙ 
  ♖♙ 
 ♕   

Bxh3! 29.Re3 Bg4 30.Qxa4 Bxf3 

31.Rxf3 Qxb2 32.Qc4! exd4 33.Qxf7+ 

Kh7 with material parity and equality.

A more ‘human’ way to clarify the sit-

uation in the centre was to play 23...dxe4 

24.Nxe4 Bb3 25.Nxf6+ gxf6 26.Bc2 e4 

27.Nh2 f5, but perhaps Howell did not 

fancy having his kingside structure 

shredded.

24.Nxd4 Bd7?!    
It’s hard to criticise this move - after 

all, what is more natural than defend-

ing the c6 pawn while holding on to the 

bishop pair?

But as it turns out, the amazing 24...

Bc7!, with the idea 25.Rxc6 (25.Nxe6 

Rxe6 26.exd5 Nxd5®) 25...Bxg3! 
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26.fxg3 dxe4 would have been a better 

choice, providing Black sufficient coun-

terplay. 
♜ ♜♚ 
♛ ♟  
 ♖♝♞ 
     
♟ ♟  
 ♗ ♙ 
  ♖♙ 
 ♕   

The machine helpfully assesses this 

position as 0.00 - but I prefer Black. It 

feels to me like there is more potential 

for White to go wrong, due to Black’s 

passed e-pawn.

25.Ndf5!    
Threatening Nd6, ominously ap-

proaching the Black king. An attack has 

been stirred up out of nowhere.

25...Bc7 26.exd5 cxd5?    
When it rains, it pours. Howell certain-

ly did not want to saddle himself with an 

isolated pawn, but he probably saw no 

reasonable alternative.

Whether he liked it or not, Black had 

to try 26...Nxd5 and after 27.Bd4 Ndf4! 

28.Rxe8+ Rxe8. After this, White would 

have had to choose from three possible 

continuations:

• 29.Bf1! Be5 is best, and leaves 

White with a small advantage due to his 

better pawn structure and piece place-

ment. 

• 29.Nxg7 c5! and Black suddenly 

threatens mate on g2!

• 29.Bxg7??  
  ♜♚ 
♛♝♟  
 ♟ ♞ 
  ♘  
♟    
 ♗ ♙ 
   ♙ 
 ♕   

A massive blunder but the refutation 

is far from obvious. Perhaps Howell as-

sumed this was losing for Black, and once 

you see the following analysis, you’ll 

understand why: 29...Bxf5 30.Nxf5 Rd8! 

31.Rc3 c5! 32.Qf1!! 
   ♚ 
♛ ♟  
   ♞ 
  ♘  
♟    
 ♗ ♙ 
   ♙ 
  ♕  

After this series of forced moves, 

Black had the quiet but devastating 32...

Re8!! with the idea of ...Re1, winning 

the game. White might continue to re-

sist with 33.f3 but after the incredible 

33...Nh4!! 34.Nxh4 Qxb2 35.Rc2 Qxc2!! 

36.Bxc2 Ne2+ Black has earned a deci-

sive material advantage. A really beauti-

ful variation!
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27.Bd4!   
Simple but strong. The bishop nicely 

blockades the isolated pawn and bears 

down on the helpless Black king.

27...Be5     
This allows a smooth tactical opera-

tion, but it is hard to suggest alterna-

tives as the situation was already critical 

at this juncture.

28.Nxh6+! gxh6 29.Bxg6   
Once again, Firouzja demonstrated his 

monstrous calculation ability.

29...Bxg3   
29...Bxd4 30.Qxd4 fxg6 31.Qxf6+- 

wins trivially.

30.Rxe8+ Rxe8 
  ♜♚ 
♛♝♟  
   ♗ 
 ♟   
♟    
   ♙ 
   ♙ 
 ♕   


31.Qf3!?    
Very fancy! I really like this move - the 

only tiny issue is that Black had a fan-

tastic resource that I suspect White had 

missed.

The simple 31.fxg3 fxg6 32.Bxf6 would 

have given White a massive edge. Per-

haps Firouzja wanted to avoid an op-

posite color bishops endings that might 

jeopardise his winning chances, but even 

after 32...Qb3 33.Qxb3 axb3 34.Rc7 Bf5 

35.g4 Be4 36.Bc3, for example, White’s 

passed a-pawn and dominant presence 

on the seventh rank would all but guar-

antee victory.

31...Qc6!    
Great defence! Children, always watch 

out for back rank tactics!

32.Bc2 Bb8?     
The final and decisive mistake.

32...Qxc2! 33.Qxg3+ Qg6 34.Qxg6+ 

fxg6 35.Bxf6 would have given a far 

more pleasant endgame than the posi-

tion analysed in the line after 31.fxg3. 

For starters, Black could bring his king 

out with tempo, and later challenge the 

c-file with ...Rc8. I think Black would 

have had very reasonable defensive 

chances here.

33.Qxf6 Qxf6 34.Bxf6 Rc8 35.Bc3+-      
 ♜ ♚ 
 ♝♟  
     
 ♟   
♟    
   ♙ 
 ♗ ♙ 
     

With a clear extra pawn and the better 

structure, one can expect a world class 

GM to convert this position easily. Fir-

ouzja was merciless in his execution:

35...d4 36.Bd2      
He was never going to fall for 36.Bxd4? 

Bf4 37.Be3 Bxe3 38.fxe3 Bf5.
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36...Kg7 37.Bd3 Rxc1+ 38.Bxc1 h5 
39.h4 Bc6 40.g3 Bd7 41.Kf1 Be5 
42.Ke2 Bg4+ 43.Kd2 Bd7 44.Kc2 Be6 
45.Bb5 Bb3+ 46.Kd3 Kg6 47.Bd7!     
     
 ♗♟  
   ♚ 
   ♟ 
♟    
♝♔   
     
     

Preventing the Black king from ad-

vancing any further.

47...Bd1 48.Bd2 f5 49.Bf4 Bg7 50.Bd6 
Bf6 51.Be8+ Kh6 52.Bc5 f4 53.Bxd4 
Bd8 54.Kd2 Bb3 55.Be5 fxg3 56.fxg3 
Ba5+ 57.Kc1      

Black resigned as he could not prevent 

Bf4 and Bxh5. 1-0

A few weeks later, Firouzja faced the 

same variation, but this time against 

a formidable opponent in the form of 

Azerbaijani superstar Shakhriyar Mam-

edyarov. Spoiler alert: this proved to be 

the monumental game that propelled 

him past the 2800 barrier.

A L I R E Z A  F I R O U Z J A   
S H A K H R I Y A R  M A M E D Y A R O V  
C a t e z  2 0 2 1  ( 9 . 1 )
C 5 4  G i u o c o  P i a n o

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bc4 Bc5 4.0-0 
Nf6 5.d3 h6 6.c3 d6 7.Re1 0-0 8.h3 a5 
9.Nbd2 Be6 10.Bxe6!?    

 
♜  ♚ 
♟ ♟  
 ♞♗  
     
  ♙  
 ♙♘♙ 
♙  ♙ 
 ♕   

This has been played in a handful of 

games, and is not considered to be a crit-

ical attempt to gain an advantage. It is 

telling that Firouzja was not afraid to 

play a long manoeuvring game, and try 

to outplay his esteemed opponent from 

an equal position.

10...fxe6 11.Nb3 Ba7 12.Be3 Bxe3 
13.Rxe3 a4 14.Nbd2 d5      
♜  ♚ 
♟    
 ♞♟  
 ♟   
♟ ♙  
 ♙♘♙ 
♙  ♙ 
 ♕   

White has a structural edge due to 

Black’s doubled e-pawns, but Black’s 

activity in the centre and down the half-

open f-file guarantees him equal chanc-

es. Without a clear plan in sight, Firouzja 

decided to wait patiently.
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15.Re2 b5 16.exd5 Nxd5 17.a3 Nf4 
18.Re3      
♜  ♚ 
     
 ♞♟  
♟    
♟    
 ♙♘♙ 
   ♙ 
 ♕   


18...Qe8?!     
Giving up the pressure on the d3 pawn 

and gunning for a kingside attack seems 

to be asking too much of his position - 

but then again, Mamedyarov is known 

for his uncompromising style and ag-

gressive approach with both colours.

I am curious as to whether Firouzja 

would have gone for repetition after 18...

Nd5, or tried something like 19.Re4 Nf4 

20.d4!?∞

18...Rf5!?∞ was another interesting 

option for Black.

19.g3!      
Sacrificing the h3 pawn to gain time 

and force a structural concession is a 

common motif in the Giuoco Piano. Ma-

medyarov surprisingly decided to bite 

the bullet.

19...Nxh3+?       
19...Nd5 20.Re4 Rd8 21.Nxe5 Nf6!?®

20.Kg2 Ng5 21.Nxg5 hxg5 22.Qg4!        
Rf5 23.Nf3 Qf7 24.Qe4 Rf8 25.Rh1          
   ♚ 
  ♛  
 ♞♟  
♟ ♜  
♟ ♕  
 ♙♘  
   ♔ 
   ♖ 

White is a pawn down but he has by far 

the better structure - look at those aw-

ful Black pawns in the centre and on the 

kingside! The former is also attacking 

the c6 knight, and threatening g3-g4, 

exploiting the fact that the Black rook is 

sort of pinned due to the latent idea of 

mate with Qh7.

25...g6?   
Logical and natural, but also flawed.

25...Qf6! with the amazing idea of 

26.g4 (Black would surprisingly be fine if 

White had continued in the same way as 

he did in the game: 26.Qxc6 g4® 27.Kg1 

Rxf3 28.Rxf3 Qxf3 29.Qxe6+ Rf7! was 

the right way forth. With the pawn on 

g7 rather than g6, White is not winning 

here and has to force a perpetual.) 26...

Rf4 27.Qxc6 e4!! 
   ♚ 
     
 ♕♟  
♟    
♟ ♟♙ 
 ♙♘  
   ♔ 
   ♖ 
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This line would have provided Black 

with enough counterplay. This is another 

typical engine line, and is challenging to 

find from a human point of view.

26.Qxc6 g4 27.Kg1 Rxf3 28.Rxf3 Qxf3 
29.Qxe6+ Qf7     
   ♚ 
  ♛  
  ♕♟ 
♟    
♟  ♟ 
 ♙   
     
   ♖ 

Black was forced to enter an awful rook 

ending, where he was on the defensive 

back foot.

29...Rf7? 30.Qe8+! would end poorly 

for the Black pieces.

30.Qxf7+ Rxf7 31.Rh4!    
For the next 17 moves, both players 

played the top choices of the engine. 

There is a reason why they are world 

class players!

31...Rd7 32.Rxg4 Rxd3 33.Rxg6+ Kf7 
34.Rc6 Rd2 35.c4 Rxb2 36.Rxc7+ Ke6 
37.Rc6+ Kf5 38.cxb5 Rb3 39.b6 Rxa3 
40.b7 Rb3 41.Ra6 Rxb7 42.Rxa4 e4 
43.Ra5+ Kf6 44.Kf1 Rb3 45.Ke2 Rc3 
46.Ra8 Rb3 47.Rf8+ Ke5 48.Kf1
 

 
     
     
     
     
  ♟  
♜    
     
  ♔  

This is the critical moment of the 

game - Black’s decision would determine 

whether he would crumble, or hold the 

game and stop Firouzja from crossing 

the 2800 mark. There was only one move 

to draw.

48...Kd4??   
As Grandmasters Luc Winants and 

Romain Édouard pointed out, a game 

played between Teichmann and Alapin in 

Prague, 1908, had reached this exact po-

sition too! Alapin managed to find 69...

Rf3!! to draw the game.

49.Kg2    
And just like that, the game was over. 

Black had no way to stop the onward 

march of White’s g-pawn.

49...Rb7 50.Kh3 Ke5 51.g4 1-0     

With the Black pieces, Firouzja usu-

ally employs the Slav Defence against 

1.d4 and a few different openings against 

1.e4, with the Caro-Kann as his main 

weapon. These openings are generally 

thought to be solid lines, where Black at-

tempts to achieve equality in a safe and 

stable way. However, Firouzja seems to 

play these lines with a more aggressive 

spirit. He has no qualms about entering 
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into imbalanced positions that might be 

somewhat riskier, but also yield better 

winning chances. The next game against 

Armenian GM Gabriel Sargissian is a 

perfect illustration of this.

G A B R I E L  S A R G I S S I A N   
A L I R E Z A  F I R O U Z J A  
C a t e z  2 0 2 1  ( 5 . 1 )
D 1 9  S l a v  D e f e n s e :  C z e c h  V a r i a t i o n , 
C l a s s i c a l  S y s t e m ,  M a i n  L i n e

1.d4 d5 2.c4 c6 3.Nf3 Nf6 4.Nc3 dxc4 
5.a4 Bf5 6.e3      
♜ ♚  
♟ ♟♟ 
 ♟   
  ♝  
♙♟   
  ♘  
   ♙ 
 ♕♗♖ 

This variation is slightly more posi-

tional in nature and normally leads to 

stable, solid positions for White. It is not 

surprising that Grandmasters are gener-

ally avoiding the sharpest lines against 

Firouzja.

6.Ne5 is the other main move, and can 

lead to sharper and more dynamic posi-

tions.

6...e6 7.Bxc4 Bb4 8.0-0 0-0 9.Qe2 Bg6 
10.Ne5 Nbd7 11.Nxg6 hxg6 12.Rd1 Qc7

     

 
♜  ♚ 
♟♞♟  
 ♟♟♟ 
     
♙♗   
     
  ♕♙ 
 ♖   

A month prior, Firouzja had tried 12...

Qa5 against the Chinese superstar Yu 

Yangyi. That game continued 13.Qc2 c5 

14.Na2 cxd4 15.Nxb4 Qxb4 16.Rxd4 Rac8 

17.Qe2 Qb6 18.a5 Qc7 19.a6 e5 20.axb7 

exd4 21.bxc8=Q Rxc8 22.b3 Ne5 23.exd4 

Nxc4 24.bxc4 Qxc4 25.Qxc4 Rxc4 

26.Be3 Rc7 with comfortable equality 

and a quick handshake in Yu-Firouzja, 

Riga 2021. It is telling but not surpris-

ing that Firouzja chose to deviate from 

this game first, perhaps to avoid direct 

preparation, but also just to play a dif-

ferent position even if the outcome from 

the previous encounter was comfortable. 

13.e4 e5 14.d5 Bxc3!?       
♜  ♚ 
♟♞♟  
 ♟ ♟ 
 ♙   
♙♗♙  
     
  ♕♙ 
 ♖   

Extremely combative play! With a fla-

grant disregard for the supposed value of 
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the bishop pair, Firouzja gave up both his 

bishops for knights - on top of allow-

ing White to cement a strong passer on 

the d6 square! I believe that Firouzja had 

studied this position in his preparation, 

and decided that the dynamic resources 

here were sufficient to provide him with 

counterplay, if not winning chances, if 

he could manage to out-calculate his op-

ponent. But the first order of the day was 

to win a seemingly useless pawn.

15.d6     
An important zwischenzug! Now White 

has a passed d-pawn, a useful trump 

card in the ensuing middlegame.

15...Qa5 16.bxc3 b5! 17.Ba2 bxa4        
♜  ♚ 
 ♞♟  
 ♟ ♟ 
     
♟ ♙  
     
♗ ♕♙ 
 ♖   

Black was gunning for this position - I 

am pretty sure that Firouzja was still in 

his preparation. Black’s queenside pawns 

appear weak, but aren’t easy to attack, 

and the d7 knight is doing an excellent 

job of stymieing the d6 passer. The rea-

son why knights are great blockaders 

is that unlike other pieces, knights do 

not lose their mobility while they are on 

blockading squares. For instance, the d7 

knight could still hop onto the c5 square 

anytime, combining defence with count-

er-attacking intentions.

18.Ba3!?       
The Armenian Grandmaster, who went 

into this game on 4 points out of 4, 

showed that he was not afraid to sacri-

fice material and take risks against his 

precocious young opponent. I admire and 

respect his approach, even if the game 

did not end well for him......

18...Qxc3 19.f3 Rab8 20.Rdc1 Qd4+ 
21.Kh1 c5 22.Rd1 Qc3        
   ♚ 
 ♞♟  
   ♟ 
     
♟ ♙  
  ♙  
♗ ♕♙ 
 ♖ ♔ 

White is a couple of pawns down, and 

given the lack of any concrete attack or 

follow-up, the onus is on him to prove 

that there is sufficient compensation.

23.Rdc1 Qa5 24.Rd1 Qb5 25.Bc4 Qc6 
26.Rac1 Rb6 27.Qf2 Qc8         
 ♛ ♚ 
 ♞♟  
   ♟ 
     
♟♗♙  
  ♙  
   ♙ 
 ♖ ♔ 

Both sides were shuffling their piec-

es around. In truth, there was not much 

that either side could do to improve their 
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position if they both played a waiting 

game. However, Sargissian now made 

the inexplicable decision to exchange his 

passed d-pawn for one of Black’s dou-

bled g-pawns.

28.Qg3?    
Sitting tight with a move like 28.Rd3 

was preferable.

28...Qb8!     
Winning the d6-pawn by force.

29.Ba2 Rxd6 30.Qxg6     
Did Sargissian go for this position, or 

did he miss Black’s 28th move? Just like 

that, Black with his extra pawns now has 

a winning advantage.

30...Rxd1+ 31.Rxd1 Qb5!      
A nice activating move. This over-pro-

tects the d7 knight, flirts with the idea 

of playing ...Qe2, and prepares ...Rc8 for 

when the opportunity arises.

32.Qg5 Qe2 33.Qd2 Qxd2 34.Rxd2 Rc8        
 ♜ ♚ 
 ♞♟  
     
     
♟ ♙  
  ♙  
♗  ♙ 
   ♔ 

This endgame is hopeless for White. 

and once again, Firouzja mops up effi-

ciently.

35.Kg1 c4 36.Rc2 Nb6 37.Kf2 Nfd7 
38.Ke3 Nc5 39.Bb2 Nd3 40.Bc3 a3 
41.Bd2 Rc5 42.Ke2 Nf4+ 43.Kf1 Rb5 
44.Bc1 Rb3!       

 
   ♚ 
  ♟  
     
     
 ♟♙  
♜ ♙  
♗♖ ♙ 
  ♔  

Firouzja worked out that sacrificing 

the c-pawn would help in the promotion 

of the dangerous passed a-pawn.

45.Rxc4 Nxc4 46.Bxb3 Nd3!     
This move had to be seen in advance, 

or else the entire combination would not 

have worked.

47.Bg5 Na5 48.Ba2 Nb4 49.Bd2 Nxa2 
50.Bxa5 Nc1 51.Bc3 a2 52.Bxe5 Nb3 
53.Ke2 a1=Q 54.Bxa1 Nxa1 55.Kd3 
Nb3 0-1      

Another impeccable win.

If there was one game that Firouzja 

might look back on with a tinge of re-

gret, it would perhaps be this next game 

against GM Dariusz Świercz, in which he 

needed Lady Luck on his side to snag the 

full point. In a sharp Sicilian Najdorf, he 

handled the opening brilliantly and out-

played his opponent for most of the mid-

dlegame; however, he later made a few 

dodgy decisions and was even losing at 

one point. Pure grit and resourcefulness 

allowed him to make a stirring come-

back.
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D A R I U S Z  Ś W I E R C Z    
A L I R E Z A  F I R O U Z J A  
R i g a  2 0 2 1  ( 2 . 2 )
B 9 3  S i c i l i a n  D e f e n s e :  N a j d o r f  V a r i a -
t i o n ,  A m s t e r d a m  V a r i a t i o n

1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 Nf6 
5.Nc3 a6 6.f4!?      
♜♝♚  
♟ ♟♟ 
♟    
     
  ♙  
     
♙♙ ♙ 
 ♕♗♖ 

This was recommended in John Nunn’s 

classic Beating the Sicilian series but has 

since gone out of fashion. Perhaps, White 

was trying to surprise his young oppo-

nent by choosing a more obscure varia-

tion. This was not a bad strategy - and, 

with the help of modern engines, seem-

ingly outdated variations might some-

times see a revival. But more likely than 

not, Świercz picked this for psycholog-

ical reasons, knowing that Firouzja had 

lost both his previous encounters with 

this variation.

6...e5      
6...e6 would have allowed White to 

show one of the key ideas of 6.f4. 7.Qf3! 

followed by Be3, long castling and a 

kingside pawn storm is one of White’s 

main ideas in this system.

7.Nf3 Qc7 8.Bd3 Be7 9.0-0 0-0 10.Kh1 
Nbd7  
♜♝ ♚ 
♟♞♟♟ 
♟    
     
  ♙  
 ♗♘  
♙♙ ♙ 
 ♕♖♔ 


 

11.a4       
The aggressive 11.Qe1 was more popular 

in the past, but after 11...b5 12.fxe5 dxe5 

13.Nh4!? (Black also gets fine counter-

play after 13.a4 b4 14.Nd5 Nxd5 15.exd5 

f5!®) 13...Nc5 14.Bg5 b4! 15.Bxf6 bxc3 

16.Bxe7 cxb2! 17.Bxf8 bxa1=Q 18.Qxa1 

Kxf8 Black has defused White’s attack 

and stands fine.

11...Nc5 12.a5         
♜♝ ♚ 
♟ ♟♟ 
♟    
     
  ♙  
 ♗♘  
 ♙ ♙ 
 ♕♖♔ 


12...Bd7!         
Black demonstrated a sound under-

standing of this position, and in the 

moves to come, regrouped his pieces to 

maximise pressure on the soon-to-be 

isolated e-pawn.
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13.Be3 Rae8 14.Qd2         
In view of the trouble that White lat-

er faced with his e-pawn, I wonder if it 

would have been better to alleviate the 

tension in the centre with 14.fxe5 dxe5 

15.Qe1, followed by Qg3 and Rae1. At 

least White’s e-pawn might be more se-

cure here.

14...exf4 15.Bxf4 Bc6 16.Rfe1 Nh5!        
  ♜♚ 
♟ ♟♟ 
♟♝   
   ♞ 
  ♙  
 ♗♘  
 ♙ ♙ 
   ♔ 

Played with the idea of rerouting his 

dark-squared bishop to the more useful 

f6 square. Black was slowly but surely 

outplaying his opponent.

17.Be3 Bf6 18.Bd4 Bxd4 19.Nxd4 Nf6        
  ♜♚ 
♟ ♟♟ 
♟♝   
     
  ♙  
 ♗   
 ♙ ♙ 
   ♔ 

From a positional standpoint, the ex-

change of dark-squared bishops was a 

tremendous win. White’s d3-bishop is 

now operating like a big pawn and is 

clearly the worst piece on the board.

20.Nf5        
Perhaps realising that the tide was 

turning on him, White switched to a 

kingside attack in an attempt to distract 

Firouzja from his exploits in the centre. 

This was a fine idea, except for the fact 

that Black had more than sufficient de-

fensive resources.

20...Re5!        
Nicely blockading the isolated e-pawn, 

and preparing a doubling of rooks. It is 

also worth noting that this piece cannot 

be easily dislodged, as White’s knights 

are not arriving on the f3 square anytime 

soon.

21.Qg5 Ne6 22.Qh4 Qd8!         
   ♚ 
♟ ♟♟ 
♟♝♞  
  ♘  
  ♙  
 ♗   
 ♙ ♙ 
   ♔ 

Preparing ...g6 and a potential queen 

exchange with ...Nh5. Most endgames 

in the Sicilian favour Black, and this 

one with pawn weaknesses on e4 and a5 

would have been especially advantageous 

for Firouzja.

23.Rf1 Kh8?!         
This looks like a fine defensive move, 

getting out of any potential ...Nh6 

checks, but the engines reveal that Black 

could have seized a large advantage with 

23...Nc5! threatening Nfxe4 to snare a 

pawn. Play might continue 24.Qg3 g6 

25.Rad1 Kh8! 26.Ne3 Re6! to be fol-
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lowed by ...Qe7. Here, Black has nice-

ly consolidated his position and is ready 

for ...Rfe8, with insurmountable pres-

sure on the e4-pawn. Any White knight 

landing on d5 would not be ideal, as that 

would allow Black to exchange his light-

squared bishop for the knight.

24.Rae1 Ng8!?        
I can understand why Black played this 

almost Karpovian move - seeking an 

endgame and avoiding potential tactics 

down the f-file.

The machine recommends the 

cold-blooded 24...Rxa5, grabbing a pawn 

and insisting that White has insufficient 

compensation. However, 25.Re3 looks 

really dangerous from a human perspec-

tive, and I too would have avoided this 

position.

25.Qg3 g6 26.Ne3          
   ♞ 
♟ ♟♟ 
♟♝♞♟ 
     
  ♙  
 ♗   
 ♙ ♙ 
  ♖♔ 

White’s position suddenly looks more 

cohesive than it was two moves ago, with 

the idea of Ne3-c4 in the air.

26...Nf6?          
The position is really complex and it 

would be harsh to fault either player for 

making natural moves which are actually 

mistakes. But here, it was important to 

push White’s queen back with 26...Rg5! 

27.Qf2 followed by 27...Qxa5 28.Bc4 

Nc5 29.Bd5∞, where Black has won a 

pawn but his pieces look horribly unco-

ordinated for the time being.

27.Nc4!           
Nicely defending a5 and applying pres-

sure on the d6 pawn.

27...Nh5 28.Qe3 Rg5             
     
♟ ♟♟ 
♟♝♞♟ 
   ♞ 
 ♘♙  
 ♗   
 ♙ ♙ 
  ♖♔ 


29.Re2?             
29.Rd1!, going after the d6 pawn, would 

have been really strong. Perhaps White 

was afraid of the dangerous-looking 

29...f5!?, but after 30.Be2! f4 31.Qb6!± 

Black’s attack is but a sham, and White 

will break through in the centre within a 

few moves.

29...Rg4              
This does not do much for Black’s po-

sition. 29...Nf6! with the idea of ...Ng4 

and ...Ne5 was stronger.

30.Ref2 Qh4              
Setting up the ...Nh5-g3 trick, as well 

as a rather sneaky trap.

31.Ne2!               
Good defence! 31.Kg1? Nef4!-+, with 

the idea of ...Nh3, would have been win-

ning for Black. The congregation of the 

Black pieces on the kingside sure makes 

a striking impression.

31...Qe7?               
This could have cost Black dearly, but 
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one has to be reminded that this posi-

tion is incredibly complicated, and it is 

normal for even world class players to go 

wrong.

Black had to push on with 31...f5!, with 

the bizarre idea of 32.exf5 Ng5!!, with 

the threat of ...Nh3, trapping the f2 rook! 

The c4 knight might hang in some vari-

ations too. I can make no sense of the 

lines that my engine spits out - suffice to 

say, the position is very unclear.

31...Bxe4? 32.Nxd6! and the pressure 

on the f7 pawn is awkward, to say the 

least.

31...Ng5 32.Nxd6 is strong for White.

32.Nd4!          
Another strong move. White is taking 

over the centre and the tender d6 pawn 

might fall any moment.

32...Kg8           
   ♚ 
♟ ♟♟ 
♟♝♞♟ 
   ♞ 
 ♘♙♜ 
 ♗   
 ♙ ♙ 
  ♖♔ 

A tactical oversight - perhaps both 

players were short on time by this point.

33.Nxc6?           
The counter-intuitive retreat 33.Be2! 

would have won the game right away, as 

Black’s rook is out of squares:

• 33...Rf4 34.Nxc6 bxc6 35.Bxh5 

Rxf2 36.Qxf2 gxh5 37.Qg3+ Qg5 

38.Qxg5+ Nxg5 39.Nxd6 and White wins 

a crucial pawn in this rook and knight 

endgame. Black also has a terrible pawn 

structure, and it would not have taken 

world-class technique for White to con-

vert this position.

• 33...Rxe4? 34.Nxc6! wins imme-

diately.

• 33...Rg5? 34.Nxe6+-

• 33...Rh4 34.Nxc6 bxc6 35.g3! 

Nxg3+ 36.Qxg3 Rxe4 37.Nxd6!

33...bxc6 34.e5?            
Another crucial error which turned 

the game on its head yet again. 34.Be2! 

Rg5 35.b4! followed by Qb6, targeting 

the queenside pawns, would have given 

White a substantial advantage.

34...Qh4!        
   ♚ 
  ♟♟ 
♟♟♞♟ 
   ♞ 
 ♘ ♜ 
 ♗   
 ♙ ♙ 
  ♖♔ 

With the twin ideas of ...Ng3 and 

...Rxc4, Black now wins material by 

force. White has a difficult decision to 

make - does he sacrifice an exchange, or 

give two minor pieces for a rook?

35.Rf3?       
The wrong choice. Materially, it seems 

to make sense. But what matters more 

is the quality of the remaining pieces on 

the board, and Black’s knights proved to 

be far more effective than White’s rooks.

Instead, 35.Nxd6! Ng3+ 36.Kg1 Nxf1 

37.Rxf1 was better - White has some 

compensation for the exchange in the 
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potential targets on the queenside.

35...Rxc4 36.Bxc4 Qxc4 37.exd6  
   ♚ 
  ♟♟ 
♟♟♞♟ 
   ♞ 
 ♛   
  ♖  
 ♙ ♙ 
  ♖♔ 


37...Qd5?!        
The queen on c4 was doing just fine, 

defending the weak queenside pawns. 

37...Nhg7! followed by ...Nf5 was more 

precise.

38.Qf2         
Unsurprisingly, both sides were miss-

ing resources in the few moves before 

they reached time control.

38.Qb6! Qxd6 39.Qxa6, swapping 

one passed pawn for another far more 

dangerous one, would have given White 

dangerous counterplay. It was a huge 

positive that White could also support 

the a-pawn with Rf3-a3 at the right mo-

ment.

38...Ng5! 39.Rd3 Qxa5 40.d7 Ne6 
41.Rd6 Nhg7 42.Rxc6?          

I am not sure if this was a blunder or 

White simply got tired of defending his 

d-pawn, but this was his decisive error.

42.Rfd1 had to be played, stubbornly 

defending the passed d-pawn which was 

White’s source of counterplay.

42...Qd5 43.Rxa6 Qxd7-+            
   ♚ 
 ♛♟♟ 
♖ ♞♟ 
     
     
     
 ♙ ♙ 
  ♖♔ 

This is another good moment to take 

stock. It might seem that White has 

some chances with his passed queenside 

pawns, but Black’s knights were about to 

become hyperactive and irrepressible.

44.Ra7 Qe8 45.c4 Nf5 46.b4 Qc6 47.Rc1 
Ned4 48.Ra2 Re8 49.Rb2 Qe4!        
  ♜♚ 
  ♟♟ 
   ♟ 
  ♞  
 ♙♛  
     
   ♙ 
   ♔ 

Great centralisation and piece harmo-

ny!

50.b5 Ne3 51.Qe1        
51.b6 Ng4! 52.Qf1 Qe5 53.g3 Nf3! 

would have been a disaster.

51...Qf4 52.Qg3 Qf6 53.Re1 Kg7?       
An error. 53...Ndf5! 54.Qf2 Re4! 55.b6 

Ng4! would have won in convincing 

fashion.

The more solid 53...Re6, preventing 

White’s b-pawn from getting frisky, was 
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also good.

54.Qf2 Ndf5 
  ♜  
  ♟♟ 
   ♟ 
♙ ♞  
 ♙   
     
   ♙ 
   ♔ 


55.Rbb1?       
55.h3!, stopping ...Ng4 ideas, would 

have given White some chances to hold. 

For example, 55...Nxc4 56.Rxe8 Nxb2 

57.b6 Nd3 58.Qf3 Nc5 59.b7 Nxb7 

60.Qxb7 Nd6 61.Qb8 Nxe8 62.Qxe8 

leads to a drawn queen ending.

55...Ng4! 56.Qf4 Qh4! 57.Rf1       
57.Rxe8 Nf2+ was the point.

57...Re4! 58.Qc7 Nxh2 
     
  ♟♟ 
   ♟ 
♙ ♞  
 ♙♜  
     
   ♙ 
♖ ♖♔ 


59.Kg1        
White might have sportingly allowed 

the point behind Firouzja’s last move: 

59.Qxh2 Ng3+ 60.Kg1 Ne2+ 61.Kh1 

Qxh2+ 62.Kxh2 Rh4#

 
 
     
  ♟♟ 
   ♟ 
♙    
 ♙   
     
  ♞♙ 
♖ ♖  


A brilliant example of Anastasia’s Mate.

59...Nxf1 60.Rxf1 Rxc4 61.Qe5+ Qf6 
0-1       

A fascinating battle indeed!

2 .  D Y N A M I S M  A N D  A G G R E S S I O N

One hallmark of Firouzja’s playing 

style is his raw aggression and ability to 

generate dynamic opportunities. He also 

has a great eye for tactics, and is a mon-

ster in calculation. Georgian GM Baadur 

Jobava found himself bearing the brunt 

of one of Alireza’s hyper-aggressive at-

tacks in this next game. 

A L I R E Z A  F I R O U Z J A    
B A A D U R  J O B A V A  
C a t e z  2 0 2 1  ( 7 . 1 ) 
 ♜   
 ♛♟  
  ♟  
 ♟   
♙    
   ♙ 
 ♝   
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Firouzja had slowly but surely built up 

a winning attack in this game, and from 

this position, he methodically moved all 

his pieces towards the Black King, land-

ing blow after blow. The mercurial Geor-

gian player did what he could, but was 

ultimately rendered helpless. 

35...Qd8 36.Qh5+ Kg8 37.Nf3 g6 
38.Rg1 Nc6 39.Qh6 Qf8 40.Qh4 Qg7 
41.Nh5 Qh6       
 ♜ ♚ 
  ♟  
 ♞♟♟ 
 ♟ ♘ 
♙    
  ♘♙ 
 ♝   
     


42.Rg4!          
Threatening Qf6, with the idea of 

meeting ...Qxh5 with Rh4.

42...Kf8 43.Qf6!           
 ♜   
  ♟  
 ♞♟♟ 
 ♟ ♘ 
♙  ♖ 
  ♘♙ 
 ♝   
     


43...Nd8 44.Rh4 Kg8 45.Ng5 Bd1           
 ♜ ♚ 
  ♟  
  ♟♟ 
 ♟ ♘ 
♙    
   ♙ 
     
 ♝   


46.Qxd8+! 1-0           
A gorgeous finish to the game! 

46.Qxd8+ Rxd8 47.Nf6+ Kg7 48.Rxh6 

Kxh6 49.Nxf7+ wins a rook for White.

Even with queens off the board, Fir-

ouzja was still able to sniff out attacking 

chances in the following game against 

GM Nijat Abasov. The position seemed 

harmless enough, but in just ten moves, 

the latter found himself on the receiving 

end of a fatal onslaught.

A L I R E Z A  F I R O U Z J A    
N I J A T  A Z A D  A B A S O V   
R i g a  2 0 2 1  ( 1 ) 
♜  ♚ 
 ♝♟  
 ♟   
♟  ♟ 
  ♟  
   ♙ 
♗♙ ♙ 
♔♖   


17.g4! 
This move in itself is quite natural, but 

Firouzja’s follow-up on move 21 is par-
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ticularly impressive and not easy to see 

from afar.

17...hxg4?  
Opening up the kingside is suicidal. 

17...b4!?³ was a better choice.

18.hxg4 Bxg4 19.Nxc6 Rfe8 20.Rd5! 
Rac8 
 ♜♜♚ 
  ♟  
 ♘   
♟♖   
  ♟♝ 
     
♗♙   
♔    


21.Na7!  
Black likely missed this move in his 

calculation.

21...Ra8 22.Nxb5 Reb8 23.Nc7! Ra7 
24.e6!+-    
   ♚ 
  ♟  
  ♙  
 ♖   
  ♟♝ 
     
♗♙   
♔    

The final blow of a relentless flurry of 

punches that White sent raining down 

on Black. The tactical point of this move 

is that the f4 bishop is now staring at 

Black’s rook on b8, which is susceptible 

to a discovered attack when the White 

knight moves away.

24...Rab7 
24...fxe6 25.Nxe6!+- is also better for 

White.

25.exf7+ Kf8 26.Be5 Nd7 27.Rxd7! 
Bxd7 28.Rh1  
     
♜♝♙  
     
     
  ♟  
     
♗♙   
♔  ♖ 

A beautiful final position. With the 

gloomy choice of a quick mate or suffer-

ing heavy material losses, Black threw in 

the towel. 1-0

In his game against GM Alexandr 

Predke, Firouzja showcased his tactical 

prowess with a fine sequence that en-

sured him a stable edge:

A L I R E Z A  F I R O U Z J A    
A L E X A N D R  P R E D K E    
R i g a  2 0 2 1  ( 3 . 1 ) 
 ♜♜♚ 
♝♞♟  
♟♟ ♟ 
♟    
 ♙♙  
♙ ♘♙ 
 ♕ ♙ 
 ♖♗  


23.c5!  
White has a typical space advantage 
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arising from the Ruy Lopez, and here, 

Firouzja spotted a nice tactical sequence.

23...Nxc5  
Black had to capture. A waiting move 

like 23...Rc7? would have resulted in a 

slow asphyxiation after 24.b4, followed 

by Nb3 and a doubling of the rooks down 

the d-file.

24.Nxe5 Nd7   
 ♜♜♚ 
♝♞♟  
♟♟ ♟ 
♟    
  ♙  
♙  ♙ 
 ♕ ♙ 
 ♖♗  


25.Ndc4!   
Very nice! The rook on d1 now bears 

down on d7, which means White gets to 

keep a knight on the powerful central e5 

square.

25...Nxe5 26.Nxe5 Red8 27.Qc3!   
Threatening the terrible Ng4. Black is 

being strung along, and is forced to re-

spond to threat after threat.

27...h5 28.Rxd8 Qxd8 29.Re3!     
 ♜ ♚ 
♝ ♟  
♟♟ ♟ 
♟  ♟ 
  ♙  
♙  ♙ 
   ♙ 
  ♗  


Everybody loves a rook lift. Now White 

has ideas of Rd3, Rf3, or f4 followed by 

Rf3. However, Black was not to be over-

run easily and put up fierce resistance in 

the next few moves.

29...Rc7 30.Rd3     
30.b4!?, with the idea of Nd3 and pre-

venting ...c5, is a possible improvement.

30...Qe7 31.Qd2 Bc8 32.f4 c5 33.Rf3 
Ne6!      
 ♝ ♚ 
  ♟  
♟ ♞♟ 
♟  ♟ 
  ♙  
♙ ♖♙ 
   ♙ 
  ♗  

Black has made a fair bit of progress 

since the last diagram, and has man-

aged to cover the key squares within his 

camp in the centre and on the kingside. 

Firouzja now probed for weaknesses on 

the queenside in an attempt to stretch 

Black’s defences.

34.a4! Nd4!      
An essential sacrifice, getting rid of 

White’s all-important dark-squared 

bishop while also opening the c-file for 

his rook. Black fought hard for counter-

play with a spirit that reminded me of a 

young Anatoly Karpov.
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35.Bxd4 cxd4 36.axb5 axb5 37.Bxb5 
 
 
 ♝ ♚ 
  ♟  
   ♟ 
♗  ♟ 
  ♙  
♙ ♖♙ 
   ♙ 
     


37...Qb4!      
It might seem dubious to initiate a 

queen exchange while a pawn down, but 

Black had correctly assessed that his ac-

tive pieces and passed d-pawn would 

supply enough counterplay.

38.Qxb4      
Keeping queens with 38.Qe2 would 

have allowed 38...Bd6 (38...Rc1+ 39.Kh2 

Qe1!?∞) 39.Bc4 Bxe5 40.fxe5 Qc5 

41.Qf2 Be6! and with this move, Black 

has once again covered all his bases.

38...Bxb4 39.Bc4 Kg7 40.Rf2       
 ♝   
  ♟  
   ♟ 
   ♟ 
 ♗♙  
♙  ♙ 
   ♙ 
     


40...Ra7       
Taking control of the a-file looks nat-

ural, but was not best. The quirky bishop 

manoeuvre 40...Be1!, which might con-

tinue 41.Ra2 Bg3 42.Nd3 h4!, followed 

by ...g5, is a typical engine suggestion. 

The bishop on g3 keeps White’s knight 

in check, and after a subsequent ...f5 and 

...Bb7, Black’s bishops would be out in 

full force. This idea, however, is hardly 

natural from a human point of view.

41.Nc6 Ra1+ 42.Rf1 Rxf1+ 43.Kxf1 Bd2 
44.Ke2 Bxf4 45.Kd3 Bd7 46.Nxd4³         
     
 ♝♟  
   ♟ 
   ♟ 
 ♗♙  
♙♔ ♙ 
   ♙ 
     

Despite Black’s gallant efforts, he did 

not quite manage to achieve equality, 

and faced the unpleasant task of defend-

ing this dreary endgame. White’s idea 

is simple - to promote his pawn, or die 

trying - while Black would do well to ex-

change as many pawns as possible.

46...g5 47.Kc3 Be5?        
Centralising and pinning the oppo-

nent’s knight - what looks more logi-

cal? Unfortunately, it turns out that this 

move allows White to gain a critical tem-

po, and he uses it to march his king for-

ward to support his passed pawn. It was 

imperative for Black to mobilise his king 

as soon as possible with 47...Kf6.
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48.Be2! g4 49.hxg4 hxg4 50.Kc4 Kf6 
51.Kd5 Bc8 52.b4 
 ♝   
  ♟  
     
 ♔   
  ♙♟ 
     
  ♗♙ 
     


52...Bb7+?        
Another natural move, but here it is 

a fatal error. Again, Black had to try to 

activate his king - 52...Bh2 followed by 

...Kf6-g5-f4 was the only way forward.

53.Nc6 g3         
53...Bxc6+ 54.Kxc6+- is not a drawn 

opposite colour bishop ending, as White 

would be able to shepherd his passed 

pawn to promotion.

54.b5 Bc7 55.Kc5 Kg5 56.e5!           
     
♝ ♟  
 ♘   
♙    
     
     
  ♗♙ 
     

Preparing Bf3, which will tear down 

the feeble attempt of a fortress on the 

queenside.

56...Kf4 57.Bf3 Ke3 58.b6 Bb8 
59.Nxb8!           

Firouzja once again demonstrated his 

impressive calculation ability in the end-

game.

59...Bxf3 60.Nc6 Bxg2 61.b7 Be4 
62.b8=Q g2 63.Qb2! 1-0

3 .  C R E A T I V I T Y

Firouzja is not known for his imagi-

nativeness in quite the same way that 

the likes of Daniil Dubov, Alexander 

Morozevich or Richárd Rapport are. But 

in this next game against Turkey’s top 

player, he embarked on a venturesome 

plan that has been widely covered by 

major chess news outlets, and lauded 

by many chess professionals over social 

media. And deservedly so, because the 

concept is simply amazing.

A L I R E Z A  F I R O U Z J A    
M U S T A F A  Y I L M A Z    
C a t e z  2 0 2 1  ( 4 . 1 ) 
   ♚ 
  ♟♟ 
♟♜   
♟♕ ♞ 
  ♙  
     
♙♙   
♔  ♖ 

We are right in the thick of a tense 

English Attack in the Sicilian Najdorf. A 

cursory glance at the position, and one 

might conclude that (a) White’s kingside 

attack has been halted, at least tempo-

rarily, thanks to Black’s h5 knight, and 

(b) Black seems to have the natural plan 

of pushing his pawns on the queenside 

full throttle. The half-open c-file also 
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appears to be in Black’s use. All in all, 

regardless of the objective evaluation of 

the position, Black seems to have the 

easier plan - which is an advantage in 

itself. However, Firouzja had anticipated 

the incoming pawn storm on the queen-

side, and he devised an outrageous con-

cept that took the chess world complete-

ly by surprise.

20.c3 g6 
In view of what is to come, perhaps 

the immediate 20...Rb8 would have been 

wiser.

21.Rc2 Rb8 22.Rhc1 a5  
 
   ♚ 
  ♟♟ 
 ♜ ♟ 
♟♕ ♞ 
  ♙  
     
♙♖   
♔    


And now, White unleashed the first 

part of his insane-looking plan.

23.b4!  
The engine dislikes this move, but the 

imaginativeness of this concept deserves 

an exclamation mark anyway. We are 

taught never to push the pawns in front 

of our king, but White charges ahead 

anyway, taking no heed of the Black rook 

standing opposite his own king on the 

b-file.

23...Rc8   
The unsuspecting owner of the Black 

pieces made a very natural move, threat-

ening ...axb4 to annihilate White’s 

queenside.

Locking up the queenside with 23...a4? 

was not ideal, as after 24.a3! White is 

in control of the only meaningful pawn 

break in the position, c3-c4.

23...Nf4! was Black’s best chance for 

counterplay: 24.Bxf4 exf4 25.Nb3 axb4 

26.cxb4 Rxc2 27.Rxc2 Qd7 28.Nd4 
   ♚ 
 ♛♟♟ 
   ♟ 
♟♕   
  ♙  
     
♙♖   
♔    

Here, I initially assumed White would 

have an enormous advantage due to his 

central control. Engines supplied the idea 

of 28...Bf8! coolly rerouting the bishop 

to the long diagonal, and assuring Black 

an even share of the chances.

24.a4!!     
 ♜ ♚ 
  ♟♟ 
 ♜ ♟ 
♟♕ ♞ 
♙ ♙  
     
 ♖   
♔    

Once again this is not objectively the 

best move, but one surely has to admire 

Firouzja’s boldness. Such a pawn break 

typically exists in a pawn endgame, and 
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certainly not a crazy opposite-side cas-

tling Sicilian, where the queens still exist 

and White’s king is on the wrong corner 

of the board!

Grabbing the b-pawn with 24.Qxb5 

looks almost suicidal, but it turns out 

that White’s defences hold up after 24...

Rb8 25.Qa4±.

24...axb4?    
 ♜ ♚ 
  ♟♟ 
 ♜ ♟ 
♟♕ ♞ 
♙ ♙  
     
 ♖   
♔    

Completely missing White’s devas-

tating threat. Perhaps Black was simply 

stumped by his opponent’s audacious 

play.

24...bxa4 with the idea of 25.b5 Qb8! 

26.Qd3 Nf4 was a must, and Black is 

still fighting.

25.Qxc6!!    
The final blow, winning material by 

force.

25...Qxc6     
25...b3 26.Qxc7 bxc2+ 27.Rxc2 Rxc7 

28.axb5 is also winning for White.

26.cxb4    
This is the first time I’ve seen some-

one execute a skewer by making a pawn 

capture!

26...Qxc2+ 27.Rxc2 Rb8 28.a5 Nf4 
29.Rc7 Bd8 30.Rd7      
   ♚ 
 ♖♟♟ 
   ♟ 
♟    
  ♙  
     
     
♔    

The rest is easy for White as he simply 

pushes his a-pawn down the board and 

hoovers up the weak Black pawns.

30...Nd3 31.a6 Nxb4 32.a7 Ra8 33.Rxd6 
Bc7 34.Rd7 Na6 35.Rd5 Ba5 36.Nb3 1-0      

Less widely publicised, but no less 

worthy of a mention, is that in the round 

before that in the European Team Cham-

pionship, Firouzja pulled off something 

similar against Hungarian GM Viktor 

Erdős. A daring king walk, followed by a 

pawn storm on the same side as his king, 

was not objectively the best plan; but it 

was enough to rattle his opponent and 

press him into replying with sub-opti-

mal moves. 
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V I K T O R  E R D Ő S     
A L I R E Z A  F I R O U Z J A   
C a t e z  2 0 2 1  ( 3 . 1 ) 
 ♜♚  
♟ ♟  
 ♞♟  
 ♟   
   ♙ 
  ♕♙ 
♙♗♘  
   ♖ 

We have here a standard Caro-Kann, 

where White holds the bishop pair, while 

Black has a solid pawn structure and fine 

development. Here, Firouzja took one 

look at White’s sinister intentions on the 

kingside, and decided that he was not 

having any of it. 

12...Kd7!? 
This move is objectively less than ide-

al, and it leads to a better position for 

White - but one has to admire Firouzja’s 

adventurous spirit. The standard 12...e5 

would have given Black decent chances 

to equalise.

13.g5 hxg5 14.Bxg5 Kc7 15.0-0-0 Kb8 
16.Rdg1   
 ♜   
♟ ♟  
 ♞♟  
 ♟   
     
  ♕♙ 
♙♗♘  
   ♖ 


16...b5!? 
Wait, what? This youngster really has a 

penchant for pushing the pawns in front 

of his king! Again, this is not Black’s best 

move, but it can be rather startling to see 

your opponent start doggedly charging 

pawns at you. I will not annotate the rest 

of the game, which contained some inac-

curacies, too deeply - but in sum, Firou-

zja managed to complicate matters and 

outplay his opponent in the resulting 

skirmish.

17.a3 a5 18.Qd3 Qb6 19.Bxf6 gxf6 
20.Rg7 Qb7 21.Rhg1 b4 22.a4 Bf8 
23.Rh7 Bh6+ 24.Kd1 f5 25.Rxh8 Rxh8 
26.Rg3 Rc8 27.Ke1 bxc3 28.bxc3 Ne7 
29.Kf1 Ka7 30.Rg1 Qa6 31.Qxa6+ 
Kxa6   
 ♜   
  ♟  
♚ ♟  
 ♟♟  
♙    
   ♙ 
 ♗♘  
  ♔  

Black has emerged with a small but 

clear advantage. He has everything cov-

ered down the g-file, and the better mi-

nor pieces as well.
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32.Bd3+ Ka7 33.Bb5 Ng8! 34.Rg3 Nf6 
35.Rd3 Ne4 36.Rd1 Nxc3 37.Nxc3 Rxc3 
38.Be8 Rc7

    

 
  ♗  
  ♟  
  ♟  
 ♟♟  
♙    
   ♙ 
     
 ♖♔  

This may be an opposite colour bishop 

ending but it is far from drawn. Firouzja 

began to migrate his king to the king-

side, to seek further inroads into White’s 

camp.

39.h4 Kb7 40.Rb1+ Kc8 41.h5 Bg7 
42.Ke2 Kd8 43.Rb8+ Ke7 44.Bb5 Kf6 
45.Kd3 Kg5 46.Ra8 Kxh5! 47.Rxa5 Kg4 
48.Ra6 Kf3? 

Nigel Short would be proud of this 

king walk but unfortunately, this mis-

take spoiled the game somewhat. 48...

Bf8! -+ was essential, guarding the d6 

square.

49.Rc6 Rb7   
     
♜ ♟  
 ♖♟  
♗♟♟  
♙    
 ♔♚  
     
     


 

50.Rc2?  
Apparently, White had a narrow path 

to a draw: 50.Rd6! Kxf2 51.Rd7 Rxd7 

52.Bxd7 Bf6 53.Be8 f4 54.Bxf7 f3 

55.Bxe6 Kg1 56.Ke3 f2 57.Bh3 f1=Q 

58.Bxf1 Kxf1 59.a5. Good luck trying to 

find this in an actual game! 

50...Bf6 51.Rb2 Bd8 52.Rc2 Ba5 53.Rc5 
Be1 54.Bc6 Ra7 55.Rb5 Rxa4 56.Rxd5 
Ra3+ 0-1 

4 .  E N D G A M E  T E C H N I Q U E

Finally, unlike many young players, 

Firouzja has no aversion to playing out 

technical endgames if the situation de-

mands. This next game against the vet-

eran Greek GM Dimitrios Mastrovasilis 

was just one instance in which Firouz-

ja proved his ability to patiently outplay 

even experienced opponents in roughly 

even endgames. 

A L I R E Z A  F I R O U Z J A    
D I M I T R I O S  M A S T R O V A S I L I S    
C a t e z  2 0 2 1  ( 6 . 1 ) 
♜♝♚  
  ♟♟ 
♟ ♟  
 ♟   
     
     
♙♙♗♙ 
   ♖ 

This endgame arose from a Sicilian 

Taimanov, where White had initiated an 

early queen exchange on the g3 square. 

This approach is generally favoured by 

the somewhat more “mature” crowd. As 
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such, it is refreshing to see a young chap 

like Firouzja going down this path.

12.Bf4 Bb4 13.Be5 Ke7 14.g4 Bb7 
15.a3 Bd6 16.Bxd6+ Kxd6 17.g5 Nd7

White has a miniscule edge thanks to 

his potential down the h-file, his better 

pawn structure, and the better light-

squared bishop.

18.0-0-0 h6 19.gxh6 Rxh6 20.Rxh6 gxh6 
21.g3 f5 22.Rd4  
♜    
♝♞   
♟ ♟  
 ♟♟  
     
     
 ♙♗  
     

Most players might take one glance 

at this position and deem that there is 

absolutely nothing going on here, and 

that a draw might be agreed within a few 

moves. But while the position might well 

be equal, this does not mean it is drawn, 

and Black is the one who has to remain 

vigilant here. 

22...Nf6?!
The first little inaccuracy. Active play 

with 22...e5 23.Rb4 (23.Rh4 Rh8=) 23...

Rb8 24.f4 (White would have had to play 

this sooner or later, in view of Black’s 

key idea of playing ...d5-d4) 24...d4! 

25.fxe5+ Kxe5 26.Nd1 Be4!

 
     
 ♞   
♟    
  ♟  
  ♝  
     
 ♙♗  
 ♘   

This would have led to easy equality 

for Black. He still has the inferior pawn 

structure, but his active pieces make up 

for it - and he might even get some win-

ning chances if White ever allows him to 

create a passed pawn on the kingside.

23.Rb4! 
This forces the Black king to retreat - 

an inconvenience that Black will come to 

regret.

23...Kc7  
23...Bc6 24.Rb6 is awkward.

24.Rh4 Rh8 25.f3 e5 
     
♝    
♟    
 ♟♟  
     
  ♙  
 ♙♗  
     


26.Na4!  
Another annoying move to have to deal 

with - White’s knight is about to cause 

massive mayhem in Black’s camp.

26...a5 27.Nc5 Bc6 28.f4 e4 29.Nb3 
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Kb6 30.Nd4 Bd7  
     
 ♝   
     
 ♟♟  
  ♟  
     
 ♙♗  
     

White has made significant progress 

since the position in the previous dia-

gram. His knight is sitting on a beautiful 

blockading square, while Black’s bish-

op passively serves as a defender for his 

pawns. The saving grace for Black is that 

the weak g3 pawn is a convenient source 

of counterplay, and his knight is doing 

a brilliant job covering h5, a potential 

entry square for White. Engines insist 

this is equality, but clearly only White is 

playing for something more than a draw.

31.Bh5!?   
An excellent practical attempt! White’s 

plan is to probe at Black’s fragile cen-

tral pawns with moves like Bg6 or Bf7. 

Also, would Black ever risk entering into 

an endgame with a bad bishop against a 

good knight?

31...Rg8   
Surprisingly, 31...Nxh5! 32.Rxh5 Kc5 

33.c3 Kc4 34.Kc2 a4! was the straight-

forward way to equality. 
     
 ♝   
     
 ♟♟♖ 
♟♚♟  
     
 ♔   
     

It was counter-intuitive to voluntari-

ly enter into this endgame, but White 

actually has no entry points into Black 

territory, and if he tried 35.Nxf5 Bxf5 

36.Rxf5 Rg8! Black could have ended up 

being the one playing for the full point.

32.Bf7 Rg7 33.Be6!    
Winning one pawn by force...

33...Bxe6 34.Rxh6 Bd7 35.Rxf6+ Kc5 
36.Nb3+ Kc4 37.Nxa5+!?    

...and then a second pawn! But now, 

Black’s king is in the thick of things 

and might even try to escort his passed 

e-pawn down the board.

37...Kd4 38.Rd6 
     
     
     
♝♟♟  
  ♟  
     
 ♙   
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38...Bb5    
The courageous 38...Ke3! would have 

led to really interesting counterplay. In 

fact, White would have had to find a bi-

zarre-looking sequence of moves just to 

hold the balance: 39.b4 Kf2 40.Nb3 e3 

41.Nd4 e2 42.Nxe2 Kxe2 43.Rxd5∞ and 

anything could still happen, although 

the most likely outcome is still a draw.

39.Rb6      
     
     
     
♝♟♟  
  ♟  
     
 ♙   
     


 

39...Be8??      
The experienced Greek Grandmas-

ter faltered just before time control was 

met. There were a couple of ways to hold 

the position, but the most aesthetically 

pleasing one has to be 39...Rh7!! with the 

idea 40.Rxb5 Rh1+ 41.Kd2 e3+ 42.Ke2 

Rh2+ 43.Kf1

 

 
     
     
     
♖♟♟  
     
     
 ♙   
  ♔  


(certainly not 43.Kf3?? Rf2#) 43...Ke4! 

and here, with the threat of Kf3 and an 

incoming mate, White has to scramble 

with 44.Nc6!, after which there is the 

following perpetual check: 44...Rh1+ 

45.Ke2 Rh2+ 46.Kf1 Rh1+ 47.Kg2 e2 

48.Rb4+ Ke3 49.Rb3+ Ke4.

40.Kd2     
And suddenly Black is overwhelmed 

with deadly mating threats. Firouzja 

made no mistakes from here on.

40...e3+ 41.Ke1 Ke4     
41...Rxg3 42.Nb3+ Ke4 43.Re6+ Kxf4 

44.Rxe8 was winning for White too.

42.Re6+ Kf3 43.Nb3! Bg6 44.Nd4+ 
Kxg3 45.Rxe3+ Kxf4 46.Kf2+-    

White has an extra pawn, and a con-

tinuing attack to boot.

46...Bf7 47.Ne2+ Kg5 48.Rg3+ Kf6 
49.Rxg7 Kxg7 50.Ke3 1-0    

The final game featured here was a 

topsy turvy affair, where Firouzja played 

a nearly flawless opening and mid-

dlegame, but made a regrettable error 

on move 30 that allowed his opponent 

to hold the balance. But, having made 

it into the endgame with a draw being 

the most likely result, GM Evgeniy Na-

jer made a rare stumble, which Firouzja 

swiftly punished.
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A L I R E Z A  F I R O U Z J A    
E V G E N I Y  N A J E R     
R i g a  2 0 2 1  ( 7 . 1 ) 
  ♜  
♟ ♟♟ 
♟    
     
     
  ♙♙ 
♝  ♙ 
 ♖♗  

White played a flawless game to reach 

this technically winning position. How-

ever, he needed to find a precise contin-

uation here. In order to deduce the solu-

tion, you will need to figure out Black’s 

key defensive resource. Warning - this 

is tough, even for strong Grandmasters! 

30.Kh2?! 
Getting out of the pin is so natural that 

it feels unkind to label this as a dubi-

ous move. However, Black actually has 

no reasonable way to exploit the pin, so 

White was able to play something more 

useful.

The winning move was 30.b4!! with 

the point that after 30...Rxd4 31.Qxd4 

Qxd4+ 32.Rxd4 g5 (‘making luft’, and 

preventing f3-f4 to defend the e5 pawn) 

33.Rd7 b5 34.Rd6 Rxe5 35.Rxa6 
     
  ♟♟ 
♖    
♟    
     
  ♙♙ 
♝  ♙ 
  ♗  


35...Bc4 would simply lose to 36.Bxc4 

bxc4 37.Rc6 and White’s connected 

passed pawns will win the game. And, 

with White’s pawn on b4, he could con-

tinue with Ra5 followed by a4, winning 

the b5 pawn regardless of how Black re-

sponds. Now, let’s see what happened in 

the game.

30...Rxd4 31.Qxd4 Qxd4 32.Rxd4 g5! 
33.Rd7 b5 34.Rd6 Rxe5 35.Rxa6 Bc4! 
36.Bxc4 bxc4        
     
  ♟♟ 
♖    
     
 ♟   
  ♙♙ 
   ♙ 
     

Black prepares to exchange his c-pawn 

with one of White’s queenside pawns, 

arriving at a drawn rook ending. Inge-

nious defence by Black!

37.a4 Rc5 38.Rb6 c3 39.bxc3 Rxc3 40.a5 
Kg7 41.a6 Ra3 42.Kg3 Ra2     
     
  ♟♟ 
♙    
     
     
  ♙♙ 
♜  ♙ 
     


43.f4!?       
Firouzja tried giving up his extra pawn 
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so that his king could march towards the 

queenside. There was nothing else to do 

except create practical problems for his 

opponent.

43...gxf4+ 44.Kxf4 Rxg2 45.Ke5 Ra2 
46.Kd6 f5 47.Kc7 f4 48.Kb8 f3 49.a7 f2 
50.Rb1         
     
   ♟ 
     
     
     
   ♙ 
♜    
♖    

The position is now completely drawn 

in a couple of ways, but now came a 

shocking collapse that took many com-

mentators and Grandmasters aback.

50...f1=Q??       
Najer was having an excellent tourna-

ment prior to this game, but with this 

blunder, his chances of winning the 

tournament more or less evaporated.

As many Grandmasters have since 

pointed out, the most direct route to a 

draw could have been reached by 50...

Kh6 51.a8=Q Rxa8+ 52.Kxa8 Kg5 53.Rf1 

Kh4 54.Rxf2 Kxh3 
♔    
   ♟ 
     
     
     
   ♚ 
     
     


...followed by pushing the h-pawn 

down the board. Perhaps Najer rejected 

this because optically, it looks like the h7 

pawn is a distance from the Black king. 

However, White’s awkwardly-placed 

rook had no way to take advantage of 

that.

Another draw is the more fanciful 

50...Rb2+! with the idea 51.Rxb2 f1=Q 

52.a8=Q (52.Rb7+ Kg6 53.a8=Q Qf8+ 

54.Ka7 Qa3+ is a picturesque perpetual 

check!) 
♕    
♖  ♟ 
   ♚ 
     
     
   ♙ 
     
     

52...Qf4+ 53.Kc8 Qf8+ 54.Kb7 Qf3+ 

55.Kb8 (55.Ka7 Qa3+) 55...Qf8+ and 

White is not able to escape a perpetual.

51.Rxf1 Rb2+ 52.Ka8 Rb3 53.Rc1 Kg6 
54.Rc7 h5 55.Rb7 Rxh3 56.Rb6+ Kg5 
57.Kb7 Ra3 58.Ra6 Rb3+ 59.Kc7 1-0       

A tragedy for Evgeniy Najer, but a cru-

cial win for Firouzja - one that propelled 

him up the leader board.

A few weeks after Firouzja’s re-

cord-breaking feat, and after winning 

the World Championship for the fifth 

time himself, Magnus Carlsen stated in 

an interview that he was unlikely to de-

fend his title again - his motivation to do 

so was running low. He did, however, list 

one exception that might lure him back 
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to contest the top spot: if the subject of 

this article was his opponent. Might this 

have been his way of identifying Firouzja 

as the player he considers his most wor-

thy challenger? 

At this moment in time, I am unsure 

if Firouzja is ready to meet Magnus in a 

World Championship match. As beautiful 

as the wins shown above were, Magnus 

would not make the same mistakes and 

allow him the same opportunities that 

his opponents did. But this is not to take 

away from his immense talent and abili-

ty. After all, the youngster is only 18, and 

I cannot wait to see how much further he 

can go in the coming year, and beyond. 
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Solutions to PohThan Tactics

S O L U T I O N S  T O  P O H T H A N  T A C T I C S

1. Narquingel Reyes - Ashvin Sivakumar

*

25...Rxc3! wins a piece by force. 26.bxc3 
Qxa3 White resigned. 1-0

2. Lincoln Yap - Liew Chee-Meng Jim-

my

*

30...Rxg3+!  puts White out of his mis-

ery. 31.Kf1 31.fxg3 Qxg3+ 32.Kf1 Qg2#  

31...Rh3 32.Qg6 Rh1+ 33.Qg1 Rxg1+  
33...Qh2! would have been the most ef-

ficient, but the position is already over-

whelming. 34.Bf4+ Rxf4 35.Rxe6 Qxg1#   

34.Kxg1 Rg8+ 35.Kh1 Rg2 White re-

signed. 0-1

3. Rogelio Enriquez - Kevin Goh Wei 

Ming

* *

45...Qa6! The only winning move. 

46.Rb1 is the only move to protect the 

bishop. 46...Rxb6! The key point of the 

combination, without which winning 

White’s bishop would not be possible. 

47.Qxb6 Qxb6+ White resigned in view 

of 48.Rxb6 Bd4+ 49.Kh1 Bxb6 0-1

4. Shania Mae Mendoza - Nima Javan-

bakht

* *

18...Bxd5! wins a piece immediately. 

19.exd5 19.cxd5 drops a piece to 19...

Rxc3. 19...e4 20.Bxe4 Nxe4 21.Qxe4 
Bf6 The move that anchors the en-

tire sequence. 22.Qxe8 Bxc3+ 23.Kd1 
Rfxe8 Black won comfortably in 17 more 

moves. 0-1

5. Ethan Poh Xuan Rui - Marlon Con-

stantino

* *

17.Bxh7+! A typical Greek gift sacrifice. 

17...Kf8  If 17...Kxh7 forced mate follows 

with 18.Qh5+ Kg8 19.Qxf7+ Kh8 20.Rg3 

Nf8 21.Rh3+ Nh7 22.Ng6#; or 17...Kh8 

drops the queen with 18.Nxf7+ 18.Qh5 
with a winning attack. The game con-

cluded quickly with 18...Ndxe5 19.fxe5 
Qc7 20.Rgf1 Nxb2 21.Kxb2 Qxc3+ 
22.Kb1 Rc7 23.Nb3 a5 24.Rc1 Black re-

signed. 1-0

6. Teo Hong Ming - Lloyd Lanciola

* *

26.Rxa5! took Black by surprise. 26...
fxe3 26...bxa5?? and Black’s game would 

have been over. 27.Qxc4+ Kd8 28.Rxb8+ 

Ke7 29.Rxh8 27.Rxa7+ Rb7 28.Rxb7+   
28.Qxe3 threatening Qxb6 would have 

been cleaner, but the game continua-

tion suffices. 28...Kxb7 29.Qxe3 Ra8 
30.Rxb6+ Kc7 31.Rc6+ Kd8 32.Qb6+ 
Ke8 33.a5 with White eventually win-

ning. 1-0

7. Poompong Wiwatanadate - Ethan Poh 

Xuan Rui

* *

45...b5! breaks through the wall of 

pawns decisively. 46.axb5 46.Kb3 is fu-

tile as 46...cxd5 47.cxd5 (if 47.axb5 dxe4 

is the simplest. 48.fxe4 Kb7 and Black 

wins with the plan of bringing the bishop 

to b6 and pushing the f-pawn.) 47...Kb6 

48.axb5 Kxb5 results in the same posi-

tion as in the game. 46...cxb5 47.cxb5 
Kb6 48.Kb3 Kxb5 and Black picked up 

the loose pawns on the kingside as White 

was tied up by the passed a-pawn. 0-1
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8. Jerlyn Mae San Diego - Gong Qianyun

* *

40...Nxh3! is the only winning move, 

threatening mate in 1 with Qg1 and em-

phasising the strength of a rook on the 

seventh rank. 41.Bc4 41.gxh3 is even 

worse as Black crashes through with 

41...Qf2 42.Be2 Qxe1+ 43.Kg2 Rxe2+ 

-+. 41.Bd3 allows a pretty sequence be-

ginning with 41...Rxg2! 42.Kxg2 Qf2+ 

43.Kh1 Qxf3+ 44.Kh2 Qg3+ 45.Kh1 

Nf2# 41...Qf2  and there is no way for 

White to protect the e1 rook while defend-

ing from Black’s mate threats. 42.Qd7+ 
Kh6 43.Qxh3 Qxe1+ 44.Kh2 Rc1 White 

resigned as mate soon follows. 0-1

9. Ellan Asuela - Kevin Goh Wei Ming

* *

43...c4! saves a half-point as 44.bxc4 is 

not possible as the White king will not 

catch the b-pawn in time: 44...b3-+ The 

game continued 44.Ke2 c3 45.g4 Kg6 

46.Ke3 Kh6 47.Ke2 Kg6 48.Ke3 Kh6 

49.Ke2 Kg6 ending in repetition. ½-½

10. Nima Javanbakht - Michael Joseph 

Pagaran

* * *

18.Qh5! wrapped up the win in a 

spectacular fashion. 18...Rf7 18...Rf6 

19.Qxh7+ Kf8 20.Qh8#; or 18...gxh5 

19.Rg3# 19.Qxg6+ Black resigned in 

view of 19...hxg6 20.Rh8# 1-0 

11. Ethan Poh Xuan Rui - Nelson Villan-

ueva

* * *

32.Rxf6! ended the game emphatical-

ly. 32...Rxf6 If 32...gxf6 Black will suf-

fer heavy material losses: 33.Qg6+ Kh8 

34.Rxf6 Qe1+ 35.Rf1+ Rxd4 36.Qxh6+ 

Kg8 37.Qxf8+ Kh7 38.Rxe1+- 33.Rxf6 
Qe4 33...gxf6 is also futile: 34.Qg6+ Kf8 

35.Qxh6+ Ke7 36.Qxd2 34.Rf2 Qb1+ 
35.Rf1 and Black resigned. 1-0 

12. Angelo Young - Nima Javanbakht

* * *

28...Bxg3! and Black crashes through. 

29.Qxa8+ 29.fxg3 Rxf1# is mate. 29...
Kh7 30.Kg2 Bxh4 31.Rxh4 Rg6+ 
32.Kh2 Qxf1 with an unstoppable mate 

incoming. Any other 30th move for White 

would have been met with the same plan 

of Bxh4, Rg6+ and Qxf1. 0-1 
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Calendar of Events

Calendar of 
Events

A C C U R A T E  A S  O F  1  J A N  2 0 2 2
L A T E S T  U P D A T E S  |  H T T P S : / / T I N Y U R L . C O M / S C F C A L E N D A R

January

Kickoff Rating Tournament 2022 31 Dec - 2 Jan SCF

ACA Fide-Rated New Year Rapid 9-Jan-22 ASEAN Chess 
Academy

ACA Fide-Rated January Rapid 16-Jan-22 ASEAN Chess 
Academy

ACA Senior January Rapid 6th, 13th, 20th, 27th Jan ASEAN Chess 
Academy

73rd National Championships 2022 - Dr 
Wong Yip Chong Cup

21-23 Jan, 28-30 Jan and 
4-6 Feb SCF

CNY Reunion Rapid 30 Jan ASEAN Chess 
Academy

February

Kasparov Chess Foundation University 
Cup 5-6 Feb Online

Hong Bao Rapid 2022 1 Feb SCF

Hong Bao Blitz 2022 2 Feb SCF

ACA Valentine's Day Rapid 13 Feb ASEAN Chess 
Academy

ACA Hong Bao Rapid 20 Feb ASEAN Chess 
Academy

ACA February Rapid 27 Feb ASEAN Chess 
Academy

March

73rd National Schools Individual Chess 
Championships 2022 12-19 Mar TBA

National Kindergartens Chess Champion-
ship 2022 27-Mar-22 SCF

https://tinyurl.com/SCFCalendar
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We’re 
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Have an interesting game, story, or article idea to share 
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sgchessmag@singaporechess.org.sg

and we’ll be in touch!
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