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Dear 
Singapore 
Chess:

EDITOR’S LETTER

The focus of our second issue was always 
going to be the National Chess Champion-
ships. This tournament has a long and dis-

tinguished history of being the battleground for our 
best chess minds - it all began in 1949, when the 
founding father of Singapore chess, the late Profes-
sor Lim Kok Ann, started (and won) its first edition. 
Today, the Nationals is the premier chess event 
here, and plays an important part in determining 
the Singapore squads for major international tour-
naments.
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Nearly four decades ago, the legendary 
IM Tan Lian Ann set the record for win-
ning the most Nationals titles - 10. And 
here’s a secret that only my closest con-
fidants know: ever since I became aware 
of this record, I have had my mind set on 
beating it.

But it has been getting harder to win 
this event - our young talents have 
grown into formidable opponents. Since 
we featured him in our first issue, Sid-
dharth Jagadeesh rather quickly made 
his third IM norm, and thus fulfilled all 
the requirements to become Singapore’s 
14th IM. IM Tin Jingyao crossed the 2500 
rating mark, a key criteria for GM status, 
and is now undisputedly the top player 
in Singapore. And, as the most recent 
Nationals has shown, anyone can stage 
an upset. Congratulations are due to FM 
Andrean Susilodinata for thwarting the 
favourites to claim his first Champion-
ship title - the 32-year-old, who works 
here as an engineer for Meta, decimated 
the field with a jaw-dropping 8 out of 9. 
In the Women’s category, overwhelming 
favourite WGM Gong Qianyun cruised to 
her ninth title. (We have an inside joke 
that she is trying to be Singapore’s Peng 
Zhaoqin, a Chinese GM who resides in 
the Netherlands and has won a stunning 
14 titles in her adopted country.)  

Also in this issue, we are happy to have 
local players, CM Advait Bagri and Jon-
athan Goh, analyse their recent tourna-
ments and triumphs against titled op-
ponents. By way of contributions from 
abroad, GM Jonathan Tisdall shared his 
impressions of the 2021 World Champi-
onship match, and GM Avetik Grigoryan, 
founder of the learning platform Chess-
Mood, revealed his secret to sticking to 
chess in the long term, and staying in 
love with it. 

Singapore chess is growing more ac-
tive, and I was pleased to see more in-
dependent organisers holding FIDE-rat-
ed tournaments over the last quarter, 
feeding our appetite for over-the-board 
chess. The SCF will readily continue to 
support chess clubs and organisers to 
add vibrancy to the local chess scene. 

And to end off - and I could not leave 
this unsaid - it is a strange feeling to 
pen and fret over the triviality of a chess 
magazine, knowing that elsewhere, a 
nation has been forced to wage a war for 
its survival. My thoughts are with the 
Ukrainian people, and all affected by the 
ongoing violence.

GM KEVIN GOH

“The SCF will readily 
continue to support 
chess clubs and 
organisers to add 
vibrancy to the local 
chess scene.”

GM Kevin Goh with IM Tin Jingyao 
and WGM Gong Qianyun
Photo © Lim Bernard Carleton



FIDE World 
Championship 

Dubai 2021

GM JONATHAN TISDALL



Ian Nepomniachtchi and Magnus Carlsen at the FIDE World Championship 2021
Photo © FIDE



The 73rd National Championships for the Dr 
Wong Yip Chong Cup were held over three 
weekends, from 21 January to 6 February 

2022. The event is traditionally held in December, 
but was pushed back several weeks this time to ac-
commodate two National Qualifiers. The qualifiers, 
which have not been a feature of the Nationals pro-
cess in close to two decades, allowed players below 
the rating cutoff of 2300 for the Open section, and 
1700 for the Women’s, to vie for their spot in the 
prestigious championship lineup. It was reintro-
duced in order to give all players, including those 
who might not have had the chance to grow their 
rating since the start of the pandemic, a chance to 
showcase their progress, while sparring with the 
best in the country. 

73rd National 
Championships 
for the Dr Wong 
Yip Chong Cup 

GM KEVIN GOH & SARA-ANN ANG
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I saw some ambitious ideas 
available to White, I decided 
not to experiment and chose 
a drawish and risk-free end-
game, especially as I was play-
ing an opponent with a much 
higher rating. On hindsight, 
I regretted this decision and 
should have gone for the win.

As it turns out, 43.Rh2!! with 
the idea of Rc2, would have 
given White a decisive advan-
tage. For example, 43...Bf6 
44.Rc2 (threatening Nf7, and 
Bb5 mate!):

• 44...Bxg5 45.fxg5 Bb7 
46.Ra2 Ra8 47.g6 hxg6 
48.fxg6 +-

• 44...a6 45.Ne6 Kd6 (45...
a5 46.Bb5+ Kd6 47.Rd2+ 
Bd4 48.Rxd4#) 46.Be4 
a5 47.Rd2+ Bd4 48.Rxd4#

43...Rf8 44.Ng5 Rh8 45.Nf7 
Rg8 46.Ng5 

I felt that this was a very ex-
citing and instructive game, 
and I learnt a lot about activity 
and initiative, as well as end-
game principles, weaknesses 
and important middle and end-
game decision-making.
½ - ½

The standout of this Qualifier 
was Tan Zhong Kai, who man-
aged a perfect score after five 

rounds. He was joined by Ka-
poor Satvik, CM Cyrus Nisban 
(who finished 4th overall and 
qualified comfortably this time 
around), Pritish Ray Burman, 
Royce Ho, Vivaan Amarnani, 
and Rohan Dash. Ashvin snuck 
into the last qualifying spot, 
barely and luckily making it on 
tiebreaks among the 3.5-point-
ers. The top scorer among the 
women was Lauren Rice, who 
finished on 4 points in 3rd place 
- technically qualifying herself 
for the Open section of the Na-
tionals! She was joined by WCM 
Bernadette Kong, Choksi Khu-
shi, Nainika Gupta, and Leah 
Rice to complete the lineup for 
the Women’s section. 

NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS: 
OPEN 

The Open section of the Na-
tionals kicked off with 22 par-
ticipants, comprising 16 quali-
fying players and 6 more giants 
of the local chess scene seeded 
in directly based on rating. The 
first two rounds of the tour-
nament saw unsurprising re-
sults on most boards. Top seed 
IM Tin Jingyao had a smooth 
start in Round 1 against Royce 
Ho, in which he demonstrated 

a strong understanding of the 
Mar del Plata variation of the 
King’s Indian Defence.

TIN JINGYAO
ROYCE HO
Singapore 2022
E97 King’s Indian Defense: 
Classical Main Line
Annotated by Tin Jingyao

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 g6 3.Nc3 Bg7 
4.e4 d6 5.Nf3 O-O 6.Be2 e5 
7.O-O Nc6 8.d5 Ne7 9.Nd2!? 
 
♜♝ ♚ 
♟ ♟♟ 
   ♟ 
 ♙   
 ♙♙  
     
♙ ♗♙ 
 ♕♖  

Editor’s note: This is a less 

popular variation as compared 
to the absolute main lines of 
the King’s Indian, but is a fa-
vourite for Jingyao.
9...Nd7 10.b4 a5 11.Ba3 

11.bxa5 is more common.
11...axb4 

11...f5 12.bxa5 Rxa5 13.Bb4 
Ra8 14.a4 would transpose to 
the game.
12.Bxb4 b6 13.a4 f5 

13...c5 14.dxc6 Nc5 ³ was a 
decent alternative.
14.a5 bxa5 15.Bxa5 
 
♜♝ ♚ 
 ♞ ♟ 
   ♟ 
 ♙♟  
 ♙♙  
     
  ♗♙ 
 ♕♖  

So far, the game has contin-

ued in the spirit of the King’s 
Indian. White has made inroads 

IM Tin Jingyao
Photo © Lim Bernard 

Carleton



GM AVETIK GRIGORYAN

The Secret to a 
Lasting Love for 

Chess

W hen we first play chess, we all fall in 
love. We enjoy each game, each mo-
ment – then we start blundering, and 

sometimes get angry. Then we lose some win-
ning games, and we get angrier. And soon many 
players no longer love chess as much as they 
used to.

How do we keep our love for chess during the 
journey of improving in this beautiful game? 
There is a way, but unfortunately, I didn’t know 
about it during my professional chess career. 

There are many lessons I long to share, so that 
other players don’t repeat my mistakes. But I 
think the most common mistake chess players 
make is not understanding the secret of main-
taining a lasting love for chess – why some lose 
it, while others stay in love with the game all 
their lives. 

Staying in love with this beautiful game more 
than others can also give you a competitive ad-
vantage, and I will talk about how to achieve 
that. But first, let me tell you a story. 
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IM Hsu Li Yang

Photo © Lim Bernard Carleton



Home-Grown: 
IM Dr Hsu Li 

Yang
CM JUNIOR TAY

This edition features a recognisable face in the local 
chess scene - IM Dr Hsu Li Yang. I have known Li 
Yang for more than three decades, having spent most 

of my chess-ventures in the 80s and 90s as his punching bag 
(I must have lost about 6 games in a row, before he finally 
gave me a mercy draw in a Civil Service team match). Li 
Yang won the Singapore Chess Championships in 1992 and 
1993, and in his heyday, completed the National Champion-
ships Grand Slam by winning National Blitz, Rapid, Stan-
dard and Inter-Clubs in the same year. Though he stopped 
serious competitive play soon after, he was instrumental in 
giving our local masters chances to make their norms by 
initiating, planning, and co-funding the QCD-Prof Lim Kok 
Ann Grandmasters Invitational in 2018. Kevin Goh and Gong 
Qianyun made their final GM and WGM norms respectively 
in that event. 

In recent years, Li Yang has been sparring with our national 
players in preparation for big team events, and giving them 
a good taste of the endurance, or tahan skills, he is known 
for. He also surreptitiously served as a training partner for 
Kevin Goh on his journey to the GM title, punching holes in 
his repertoire and thereby strengthening it. I too benefit-
ted massively from nightly matches with him before playing 



My return to tournament chess: the highs and lows

CM ADVAIT BAGRI & CM JUNIOR TAY

My return to 
tournament chess: 
the highs and lows

In late 2021, when the air-
ways finally opened up for 
travel, I booked my flight 

to Spain to compete in the 8th 
Sunway Sitges International 
Chess Festival, which kicked 
off on 13 December 2021. Hav-
ing not played internationally 

for over one and a half years, 
I armed myself with high ex-
pectations. However, from the 
very first game, my rustiness 
was evident – the result of me 
dedicating less time to chess 
due to academic pressure. After 
a streak of seven subpar games 

– some of which I was com-
pletely better but drew or lost – 
I decided to withdraw from the 
tournament.  

It was no easy decision. I’ve 
had worse tournaments, such 
as a rating loss of 124 rating 
points in Penang, but I al-

CM Advait with Lake Zürich in the background
Photo © Advait Bagri
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ways continued to play. But it 
was not the results that both-
ered me, but the quality of my 
games. I realised that with ev-
ery loss, my high expectations 
made me feel even more agitat-
ed, which impacted the quality 
of my subsequent games. Thus 
I decided to take a break before 
my next tournament, the Rilton 
Cup in Sweden.

During these days, rather 
than devoting time to chess, I 
decided to simply explore Spain 
and give myself a mental break. 
After a few such days, we were 
met with an unpleasant sur-
prise: the Rilton Cup was un-
expectedly cancelled due to 
new Covid-19 regulations. I 
was now faced with a dilemma 
of accepting my rating loss of 
76 points and heading back to 
Singapore, or competing in the 
Zürcher Weihnachtsopen Meis-

terturnier, which was to start 
in a couple of days.

Given my poor form, I was 
highly tempted to choose the 
latter. However, with the aca-
demic stress of IB and two years 
of National Service coming up, 
I knew that this would most 
probably be my last interna-
tional tournament for a while. 
Hence, with the support of my 
parents and my coach, I decid-
ed to head to Zürich - not with 
the intention to recoup rating 
points, but rather to simply 
play the game that I love.

After nursing a second-round 
loss to German IM Michael 
Fedorovsky, I went unbeaten 
for the rest of the event, and 
even beat two FMs in the final 
rounds to make the prize list. 
I ended in 8th place, finishing 
with 5/7, just half point behind 
the eventual winner GM Vita-

ly Kunin. My 88-point gain in 
Zürich also meant that despite 
my rating loss in Spain, I re-
turned to Singapore with an 
11-point gain.

I have annotated below my 
consecutive wins in the last 
two rounds in Zürich. The first 
was an absorbing war of attri-
tion against German FM Marius 
Deuer.

MARIUS DEUER
BAGRI ADVAIT
Zürich 2021
D11 Slav Defence: 4.Qc2

1.d4 d5 2.c4 c6 3.Nf3 Nf6 
4.Qc2 dxc4 5.Qxc4 Bf5 6.g3 
e6 7.Bg2 Be7 8.O-O Nbd7 9.e3 
O-O 10.Rd1 Qc7 
 
♜  ♚ 
♟♞♟♟ 
 ♟♟  
  ♝  
 ♕   
  ♘  
♙  ♗ 
♘♖   


11.Nc3 Nd5 
I forgot theory here - 11...e5 

12.h3 Rad8 is the main line.
12.Nd2 b5 

This move looked appealing 
to me in the game, although 
I also considered 12...Nxc3 
13.Qxc3 e5 14.e4 Bg4 15.Nf3 
exd4 16.Qxd4 Bc5.

Australian GM Max Illing-
worth analysed the position 
after 12...Bg4 13.Re1 N5b6 
14.Qf1 e5, and commented that 
‘White’s pieces are a bit awk-
wardly placed, to say the least’. 

45th Zürcher Weihnachtsopen Meisterturnier
Standings after final round

Rk Name FED Rtg TB1 TB2 TB3

1 GM Kunin Vitaly GER 2594 5.5 29.5 26.5

2 IM Laurent-Paoli Pierre FRA 2403 5.5 28.5 27.5

3 GM Pikula Dejan SRB 2509 5.5 28 25.5

4 IM Gschnitzer Adrian GER 2397 5.5 26 24

5 IM Fedorovsky Michael GER 2392 5 30.5 27

6 FM Tahay Alexis FRA 2406 5 27.5 24.5

7 IM Boyer Mahel FRA 2322 5 27 24.5

8 CM Advait Bagri SGP 2107 5 24.5 22.5

9 FM Moehn Hans GER 2356 5 23.5 21.5

10 IM Berend Fred LUX 2317 5 20.5 18.5



2nd Kasparov 
Chess Foundation 
University Cup
JONATHAN GOH

The National University of Singapore (NUS) 
sent four teams to compete in the 2nd 
Kasparov Chess Foundation University Cup, 

which was held on the Lichess platform from 5th 
to 6th February 2022, and contested by 146 teams 
and nearly 700 players from across the world. 

After 9 rounds of play, the University of Texas 
Dallas A emerged in pole position with 7.5 match 
points and 27 game points, followed by the Univer-
sity of Texas at Rio Grande Valley, with the same 
match points but 25 game points. The tie in match 
points meant a playoff was required to determine 
the champion, and the University of Texas at Rio 
Grande Valley emerged as champions after besting 
the former 2.5-1.5.The highest placed Singaporean 

The NUS A Team, from left to right: Jonathan 
Goh, Andrew Tan, Tran Ming Hoang and Jeffery 

Koh (absent: Udit Sanghi)
Photo © Jonathan Goh
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team was from NUS A, scoring 
5 match points and 20.5 game 
points for 46th place. NUS’s 
B, C and D teams placed 63rd, 
101st and 103rd respectively.

The top scorers from the NUS 
teams were myself and Tran 
Ming Hoang (NUS A’s Board 1 
and 2 respectively), both scor-
ing 7/9. I am glad to share 
below my two wins against 
master-level opponents from 
American universities. 

The first is my game in the 
second round against NM Pedro 
Lage from the Federal Univer-
sity of Juiz de Fora, in which I 
opted for the tricky but slight-
ly dubious French Wing Gambit 
which is surprisingly effective 
in short time controls.

JONATHAN GOH
PETRO LAGE
Lichess.org 2022
COO French Defense: Wing 
Gambit

1.e4 e6 2.Nf3 d5 3.e5 c5 4.b4!? 
cxb4 5.d4 Nc6 6.a3 bxa3 
 
♜♝♚♞ 
♟ ♟♟ 
 ♞♟  
 ♟   
     
  ♘  
 ♙ ♙ 
♘♕♗♖ 


7.c3 
White gives up a pawn for a 

strong pawn chain in the centre, 
with potentially quick kingside 
attacks in the middlegame.

7...Nh6 8.Bd3 Nf5 9.O-O Bd7 
10.Nxa3 Be7 11.Ra2!? 
 
♜ ♚  
♟♝♟♟ 
 ♞♟  
 ♟♞  
     
 ♗♘  
♖  ♙ 
 ♕♖  

A small yet deadly poison is 

planted in the position. This 
rook has a great future on the 
second rank later.
11...O-O 12.g4! 

The beginning of a deadly at-
tack.
12...Nh4? 

All of a sudden, Black is worse 
after the following progression.
13.Nxh4 Bxh4 
 
♜  ♚ 
♟♝♟♟ 
 ♞♟  
 ♟   
   ♙ 
 ♗   
♖    
 ♕♖  


14.g5!! 
Trapping the bishop if Bxg5 

is not played.
14...Bxg5 15.Qh5 

This move threatens mate on 
h7, as well as to capture the 
bishop.
15...h6?? 16.f4! 
 
♜  ♚ 
♟♝♟  
 ♞♟  
 ♟ ♕ 
     
 ♗   
♖    
  ♖  

Now the idea behind Ra2 be-

comes apparent - the rook is 
ready to swing over to g2 for a 
winning attack.
16...Be7 17.Rg2 f5 
 
♜  ♚ 
♟♝   
 ♞♟  
 ♟♟♕ 
     
 ♗   
   ♖ 
  ♖  


18.exf6 
Here I had forgotten my 

preparation and made a terri-
ble blunder, allowing Black to 
equalise instantly.

18.Qxh6, with the idea of 
Rf3-Rh3, would have finished 
off the game efficiently. Af-
ter 18...Rf7 19.Rf3 Rc8 20.Rh3 
Black has to cede a lot of mate-
rial to avoid checkmate.
18...Rxf6 19.f5!? 

Trying to bring my dark-
squared bishop into the game.
19...exf5 20.Bxh6 Bf8 21.Nc2 

An attempt to bring the knight 
back to the nice e3 square.
21...Qe8 22.Qh4 Rg6 23.Bg5 
Be7 24.Re1 
 
♜ ♛♚ 
♟♝   
 ♞ ♜ 
 ♟♟  
     
 ♗   
 ♘ ♖ 
     


24...Re6?? 
An excessively slow attempt 

to try to trade down, which 
allowed me time to bring my 
knight into action.



As one of the trainers in the 
SCF, I get the chance to watch 
many games played among our 
promising youths and train-
ees in the High Performance 
and High Performance Inter-
mediate squads. I thought it 
would be interesting to share 
my thoughts about the fol-

lowing game played between 
two HPI squad members, and 
the following position was 
reached after move 63. I chose 
this game to analyse as it was 
a really hard fought game, and 
demonstrates the importance of 
endgame knowledge, an aspect 
of the game that beginners or 

young players sometimes ne-
glect. The main topic discussed 
in the game below is Philidor’s 
Position, an important tech-
nique to know for drawing rook 
endgames where one is a pawn 
down. Apart from this, there 
are also other instructive mo-
ments. Enjoy!

IM ENRIQUE PACIENCIA

Back to Basics: 
Philidor’s Position

IM Enrique Paciencia
Photo © Lim Bernard Carleton
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KENJI CHUA
VIJAY REGE
Singapore 2021
 
     
  ♚  
   ♖ 
   ♙ 
   ♔ 
     
     
     


64.Rh6 Kg7 65.Rg6+ Kf7 
White is trying to activate his 

rook as with two extra pawns, 
he could win easily if he gets 
his rook out. As such, Black is 
desperately trying to prevent 
this. There should be sever-
al ways for the rook to get out. 
One is via the g4-h4-h1 route, 
and another is by going to g7. 
Yet another option is to ex-
change pawns on g5, but it is 
important that White does not 
land into a rook against rook 
endgame with f and h-pawns, 
which could potentially be a 
theoretical draw.
66.Kh3 Rb3 67.Rg4 Rb8 
 
     
  ♚  
     
   ♙ 
   ♖ 
   ♔ 
     
     


68.Rh4? 
68.h6! with the idea of Rg7+ 

would have allowed the rook to 
escape. Black could try 68...Rh8 
but after 69.Rg7+ Kf8 70.Rg6 
Kf7 71.f5! +-
 
     
  ♚  
   ♖ 
  ♙  
     
   ♔ 
     
     

White can advance his king to 

the h5 square, followed by Rg7.
68...Kg7? 

68...f5! would have created 
more practical difficulties for 
White, hindering his attempts 
to make progress. For example, 
69.h6 Kg8! 70.h7+ Kh8 71.Rh5 
Rf8 72.Kh4 Rf6! with the idea 
73.Kg5
 
     
   ♙ 
     
  ♟♖ 
     
     
     
     

73...Rg6+!! would have been a 

nice stalemate motif to save the 
game.
69.Kg4 

Repeating the position with 
69.Rg4+ Kf7 70.h6 would have 
been a more efficient win.

69...Rb5 70.Rh1 Kh6 
 
     
     
     
♜  ♙ 
   ♔ 
     
     
   ♖ 


71.Rh2? 
This is a rather instructive 

moment. White could acti-
vate his rook immediately with 
71.Rc1!, with the idea 71...Rxh5 
72.Rc6!
 
     
     
 ♖   
   ♜ 
   ♔ 
     
     
     

White would succesfully re-

gain the two pawn advantage 
after 72...Kg6 73.Rxf6+! Even 
in seemingly simple endgame 
positions, one needs to be alert 
for potential tactical solutions.
71...Ra5? 

Black missed a golden oppor-
tunity. After 71...f5+! as played 
later in the game, Black would 
have erected an unlikely for-
tress. 72.Kh4 Rb1! 73.g4
 
     
     
     
  ♟♙ 
   ♙ 
     
     
♜    

73...fxg4 74.Kxg4 Ra1 = and 

as mentioned earlier in the ar-
ticle, this is a theoretical draw.



Strategic Praxis

82

I was speaking with Jayden Wong, 
one of our up-and-coming juniors, 
about his first time at the Nationals, 

and he showed me the following posi-
tion from his game in the first round. 

Strategic 
Praxis

GM KEVIN GOH

SQUEEZING AN 
ADVANTAGEOUS 
POSITION
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JAYDEN WONG
KAPOOR SATVIK
Singapore 2022
 
   ♚ 
♟ ♟♟ 
 ♞♝  
♘♟   
     
     
♙ ♙♗ 
 ♖   

In this typical Isolated Queen’s 

Pawn position, White has sev-
eral trump cards: 1) The queens 
are off the board, which means 
Black’s chances of fighting for 
a kingside initiative (which is 
generally a sound strategy for 
the player with the IQP) are 
severely limited. 2) The dark-
squared bishops have also been 
exchanged, leaving Black with 
a light-squared bishop that is 
passively defending the IQP at 
this point. 3) White has com-
plete control over the position. 
He can choose to gain space on 
either the kingside or queen-
side by slowly but surely push-
ing his pawns forward. Black 
has zero counterplay and can 
only react to White’s plans. In 
the game, White sank into deep 
thought to work out a break-
through plan. Jayden decided to 
go for:
19.Nxe6 

...with the idea of 19...fxe6 
20.e3 followed by engineering a 
future e3-e4 pawn break.

Now consider the first dia-
gram. Would you have gone for 
Jayden’s continuation, or a dif-
ferent plan?

I was a little surprised with 
the decision that he took. I 
showed it to one of my stu-
dents - a Woman Grandmaster, 
no less, and she too decided on 

Jayden’s approach. This in-
spired the subject of this article 
- how should one treat a po-
sition which they have control 
over? 

Coincidentally, I was paired 
with Jayden in the following 
round and I thought that the 
game, while not flawless, was 
instructive in its own way. 

KEVIN GOH
JAYDEN WONG
Singapore 2022
B40 Sicilian Defense: Delayed 
Alapin Variation

1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 e6 3.c3!? 
The Alapin Variation of the 

Sicilian Defence is a childhood 
opening of mine, and since I 
had not played it in over two 
decades, I thought it would be 
a decent try to surprise my op-
ponent and get him out of his 
preparation.
3...d5 

3...Nf6 4.e5 Nd5 5.Bc4 d6 
6.d4 cxd4 is another standard 
way to proceed, and I believe 
that White has good chanc-
es to gain an initiative after 
7.cxd4 Nc6 8.O-O Be7 9.Qe2 
dxe5 10.dxe5 O-O 11.Nc3 Nxc3 
12.bxc3 ↑
 
♜♝ ♚ 
♟ ♟♟ 
 ♞♟  
     
 ♗   
  ♘  
♙ ♕♙ 
  ♖  


...even if theory considers this 
position to be roughly equal.
4.exd5 Qxd5 5.d4 Nf6 
 
♜♝♚  
♟ ♟♟ 
  ♟  
 ♛   
     
  ♘  
♙  ♙ 
♘♕♗♖ 


6.Na3!? 
A typical move in these lines. 

White has insidious ideas such 
as Bf1-c4, gaining a useful 
tempo, or Na3-b5, probing at 
the soft c7 spot.
6...Qd8 7.Bf4!? 

Relatively rare. 7.Nc4 Nc6 
8.Nce5 is the main line and has 
been played a few times by Ser-
gei Tiviakov, one of the world’s 
foremost experts on the Alapin.
7...cxd4 

I was secretly hoping for 7...
Nd5
 
♜♝♚  
♟ ♟♟ 
  ♟  
 ♞   
     
  ♘  
♙  ♙ 
 ♕♗♖ 

which would have been a ter-

rible blunder due to 8.Bxb8! 
Rxb8 9.Bb5+ Bd7 10.Bxd7+ 
Qxd7 11.Ne5! +- followed by c4 
or Qa4, winning on the spot.

Perhaps 7...Nc6 would have 
been a safer defensive effort.
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My original intention for this article 
was to discuss the Catalan, an opening 
which was heavily featured at the World 
Championships in 2021, and in the most 
recent Tata Steel Chess Tournament, 
which is a long-standing annual high-
light of the global chess calendar. There 
are many ways to reach the starting po-
sition of the Catalan but the most com-
mon starts with the following sequence: 
1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.g3

 
♜♝♚  
♟♟♟♟ 
  ♟  
     
 ♙   
     
♙ ♙  
♘♕♗♖ 


But along the way, I was drawn to 
another game in which the above se-
quence ended with a different move by 
the g-pawn. The opening was not quite 
what I expected from a top level game….

Gouge them 
with the 
g-pawn
GM KEVIN GOH
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SHAKHRIYAR MAMEDYAROV
ANDREY ESIPENKO
Wijk aan Zee 2022
A50: Queen's Pawn Game

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.g4!? 
 
♜♝♚  
♟♟♟♟ 
  ♟  
     
 ♙ ♙ 
     
♙ ♙  
♘♕♗♖ 

Wait, what?! I understand 

that the flamboyant Azerbaiji-
ani is a master of the g-pawn, 
but surely this is taking it to the 
extreme. The live broadcast of 
the event showed Mamedyarov 
doing his best to stifle a smile 
as he stepped out of his chair 
after this brazen move. His op-
ponent could not help but break 
into a wide grin while trying to 
understand what had just hap-
pened.
3...d5 

Esipenko decided not to risk 
it and played in a principled 
manner. When faced with a 
flank attack, counteract in the 
centre!

The next day, the same open-
ing was played in the Armenian 
National Championships. This 
time, Black gamely took the 
g-pawn, and the game contin-
ued: 3...Nxg4 4.e4 f5! (4...Nf6 
5.e5 Ng8 6.Nc3 d6 7.Nf3 fol-
lowed by Rg1 looks promising 
for White) 5.Nc3 Nc6!

 
♜♝♚  
♟♟ ♟ 
 ♞♟  
  ♟  
 ♙♙♞ 
     
♙    
 ♕♗♖ 

Black had reacted very well - 

surely this was not in Ter Sa-
hakyan’s opening preparation? 
(5...Qh4 6.Qe2 fxe4 7.Nxe4 
Bb4+ 8.Kd1! and we have a 
real game going on!) 6.Nf3? Af-
ter this poor response, White’s 
centre collapsed like a pack of 
cards. (Instead, White had to 
play the harrowing 6.h4! N
 
♜♝♚  
♟♟ ♟ 
 ♞♟  
  ♟  
 ♙♙♞ 
     
♙    
 ♕♗♖ 

with ideas of f3 and Bg5, and 

stopping any ...Qh4 stuff.) 6...
fxe4 7.Nxe4 Bb4+ 8.Bd2 d5 
Black had the extra pawn, the 
better pieces, and a good at-
tack, and won in 34 moves in 
Petrosian - Ter Sahakyan, Ye-
revan 2022.
4.g5 

Who says A, must say B!
4...Ne4 5.Bg2 Bb4+

5...Nxg5 6.Nc3 Bb4 (6...
dxc4?? 7.h4! +- would have 
been rather hilarious) 7.Qb3 
Bxc3+ 8.bxc3 Ne4

 
♜♝♚  
♟ ♟♟ 
  ♟  
 ♟   
 ♙♞  
♕    
♙ ♙♗ 
   ♖ 

Here, I really like 9.Nh3! fol-

lowed by Nf4, with clear com-
pensation for the sacrificed 
pawn.

The more reserved 5...c6 
was played in a Titled Tuesday 
event on Chess.com, and Black 
gained the upper hand after 
6.h4 (6.Nd2!? Nxd2 7.Bxd2 
dxc4 8.Nf3 followed by h4 and 
Qc2 is a possible improvement) 
6...Bb4+ 7.Kf1 O-O 8.Nh3 Nd7 
9.Qc2 Nd6 − 0-1 (52) Ivani-
sevic - Rudzinska, Chess.com 
2022.
6.Kf1 Be7 7.h4 O-O 8.Nh3 

8.cxd5 exd5 9.Nc3 Nxc3 
10.bxc3 with ideas of Rb1, Qd3 
and e4 was another possible di-
rection.
8...c6 
 
♜♝ ♚ 
♟ ♟♟ 
 ♟♟  
 ♟   
 ♙♞  
   ♘ 
♙ ♙♗ 
♘♕♔♖ 


9.Qc2 
Giving up the light-squared 

bishop with 9.Bxe4!? looks 
counterintuitive, but would 
lead to interesting complica-
tions after 9...dxe4 10.Nc3 e5! 
Black had to activate his light-
squared bishop 11.dxe5 Bf5 
12.Qxd8 Rxd8 13.Nf4 with un-
clear play. However, I’m sure 


